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'The Five Senses in Pharmacy.

ly w'y . 1AxmsAu:, F. I..S.. F. C..

You comle to titis Sciool, gentlemen,
and associate yourselves together for dis-
cu:sion, mttual improvemîîent and help,
and to cultivate and train your rnmnds on
certain lincs by applying your reasoning
powersand nienory to the study of chem-
istry and botany and the allied subjects,
materia iedica, and pharmîacy, which are
found:-d on theni. You will bc aided in
this by your senses of touch, sight, taste,
smell, and hearing, which, 1 trust, have
been trained by your carlier education, as
in all our elenentrry schools there are
now better opportunities than was for

ierly the case. I wili refer to these
senses scrialimii.

(1) 'l'hat of Iazuch first. 'l'he early
training of this by modelling and other
exercises tends to induce neatness and
expertness in work, the tise of the fingers,
manipulation, and the hîandling of things
in generail, but particularly glass vessels
and apparatus; the absence of this tra;i.
ing employers often know to their sorrow,

'Fron an.Addr..- to the Schops of Pharmacy Student'
Asaociation delivered Thursday, December 9, :897.

liecle the necesd> and advantage of
apprenticeship, w hii is a period of
training iure espet.ally of the sense of
touch

(2) Next thu sense o sieg. You have
to cultivate your powers of observation.
I have not the extract pot to whlich Pro
fessor McLeod referred to wheni address-
ing you, where lie said a lecturer dipped
one finger i the pot and licked another
linger, tien passig the jar rontrd told
the students to do lte samte and cultivate
the powers of observation. T uis, un
fortunately, they had not done , but falthng
to observe his action, witih wry races
lckcd their fingers coated with the ex.
tract. 'lie sense of siglt is best trained
in early life by lessons in drawiig ; the
power of cottttîitg to paper what you
sec, il is said, enables you to sec twice as
muchî, and this with mmnute observation
and ttile effort, wilch, il carefuilly tramned,
can be easily sustaned. Botanical study,
especially field botany, deseiops thits
puwer cf observation. 'he trainied hot-
anist readily detects the snallest plant
new to hiim. 'l'o illustrate imly point, I was
once walkmîîg with a young farner ailong
a latne wlere I was toid a certain siaill
fern grew, and asked hini to search one
hedge while I did the other. After walk-
inîg fifty yards lie gave up the searcli, say-
ing lie was " not goinîg to spoil his eye.
sight looking for brackens."

(3) Sme/.-It is generally considered
that the olfactory nerve, by which this
sense is conveyed tu the braim of the
piarmîacist, is blunted by its constant
use. You have heard the riddle, " What
sieiils most in the cheinist's shop ?" Al.
thotigi not of such importance to the
phiarniacist as the senses I have mien.
tioined, it is geierally about the first wle
apply in our diagnosis of a drug or cheim-
ical; stili, we are least able to derin il,

and tiat only by coiparison.
(.4) Task ailso is used as a test. 1'îte

efployient oftlisseise requires caution,
and the exercise of it before our clients Im
the piarmacy is to be avoided ; still, it is
a character of great service m diagnosis.
We can Vary il by lthe termis " bitter'

sweet,"" putgent," "acuîd,"" aronatic,'
etc. This sense is, hiowcvcr, imostly ap.
preciated, and by lthe coinnioisse'ur culti-
vated, in lthe pleasures of the table.

(5) I.astly hcarng. We probably can
ail enjoy the Swect salace of music, ut
for its full entjo ntcii lhis seise reqmtires
cultivation ; unfortunately, we are mtuch
distracted by the discordant noises which

fall upton Cr eai i .ondon, and our
weary brains are tritated to: such an ex-
tent that concentraition (il thot ught i s weil
nigh îimpossible. Of late yea.ts much has
be done to lcsstn the noises of the
stieet by wonden pavement and india.
rubber taled wleeis, but there is still rooi
for improveient im this direction. Why
are we content to be pestred with Ger.
man bands, haiel trgan', and street cries
of various kaîds, wt'hîeh tare qalle nn>eces-

sary ?
I have toucied upomîn the cultiation of

your se o, por le.sonIg powers, and
your nemnory. Another o your faculties
is imiagination. Perh apbs you mlay thiink

that the pleasures of a cultivated imagina.
lion do not cone within our scope, but
applied to chenustry, pharmaîcy, and even
to busmiiess, this helps tg develop our
ideas, and take away the reproach that an
mîîdaî. idkial " could not. seeb ond the end
of lis nose." htaenables us tu devise and
to colnceive what may take place under
certain conditions, which we can prove by
experiment, and tihus by induction and
deduction, store our minds with facts.

Your Association gives you ti; oppor.
tunity of nectuig to discuss problems
which arc of intCest Io you as students,
but which would iot aI tirt interest out.
siders, yet I amn glad to know tiat your
work h'as not been unobserved the gerni
of original work requres a beginmng, and
nay often bu incubated aI the suggestion
of another. Vour professors inspire you
with etlusiasmu, zeal, courage and hope
by persnîa contact. In >our dia.îons.
you are developing your reasoin powers
and preparing for your work il lfe.

But, yol. will ask, afier ail your train.
ing and y our e.\aminatiuns p issed, what
is there ai the end of it ? Fron the con
plaints one hears, the tms would seen
to be against us. It ib pruverb al that lthe
apothecary's calinig is but a poor one, but
the mlan who lias knowledtge has ioiwer,
and tihe ever incrcasing tiel of work and
renuneration fo.r tie hiîarnuitc:s and
ciemist,tleven w itiii his lea ntliîate catlhnîîg,
willabsorb bis tinte, and happy Is thiet man
who can find a hubby in it scîienti-
side of hais daîiy upation.-

,cufr r! /cur:a/ (i Eng L>

diate reh: trolm Ile iuplIeasantnet of
ir'ect bites is chmed f.r the apirato.jn
of m lol eihIeýCr i th shape tof the
ord;i2ry cune or ii solution wath st
phuric ether,


