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LEBSON XIV.
Apdl %} 1SBAEL'S PROMISE, | 7O} TR

CoxyIT To MEMORY, vs. 14, 18,
ParatLeL Passaons, 1 John v, 21 ;1 Cor,

——

The family bond is a blesses ono—wor-
ship togethor makes it strong and holy.

(L) Tn fearless opposition to rll that is
against Him~—gains, ploasures, pursuits,
mothads of living (reo Ohrist cloansing the
templo, Matt, xxi, 12.)

(¢} In honest assortion of His rights
over the "abbuth, over the young, over the

=, 14, |

SorteTunE READINGS,~~On the kind of |
worehip God roquires, John w. 243 on the )
gaeed of dooision, ev. mi. 16, 16; on the |

choivo freely made, Pr, ox., 8; and Deut.

xxx, 16 ; on the declvion by Joshun (v, 15), |
seo Gen, xvii, 1, and lustrations of 1t in
Acts x. 2, aud xvi. 82, 88; on the popular |
yesolve, see v. 22, and illustration, Aets
xix. 19; on its motive, (v, 17,) see Ex. xx. |
9 on the itupossibility of ecrving Jehovah |
and Yother gods,” seo the Sceond Com. |
mupdment, on tho ready assurance given,
rees Gol, av. 15, :

Goupnn Text.~—Tho Lord our God will®
wo sqrve, and His voico will wo oboy.— ¢

Joshua xxiv. 24,

Oentrar TruTH.~~Thoe Lord has a right
to our eervice. ‘

In thereview that conoluded thelast quar. |,
tor's lessons, we saw tho dotails of the

ground on which the Lord of Joshus claims |
gorvice at the hands of the people, whem
he bad adopted, educuted, protected and |
endowed. Our lesson requires us to o°- |
amino Joshua's appeal, and the peoplo's',
Tesponso. X

1. Joshua's Appeal. * Therefore," shows
a conclusion from the foxegoing argument , |
4 foar,” not with the *“foar that hath tor-
enent” (1 John iv, 18,) but the fear of chil- ,
dren, for tho word stands often for true per- |
sonal religion (Ps, ii. 11 sco also, Prov. i. |

.. |

And serve Him. *“Ahl" an Israolito |
raght say, “I do no harm, and I do not
worship idols ; in fact, I believo in Johovals, |
and have very good thoughts of Hin.” But |
that is not all.  God wants *servico,” just
as now He requiroa His peop'e to nttond '
« divine servico.” (Heb. x. 25.) The words
refor to worship, as one may seo by a very
cleartext, illustyating this in Rom. i, 25.
e aro, us the Jows wore, to “ glorify God
as God.” (Rom.i. 2L) *“I donot go to
church, but I am as good as tirose who do.”
You aro not serving Him in the sense of |
this text. * But I think of Him at homme,
or in my Sunday walks.,” That may be,
but Ho requires you to ¢ seorve" Him,

And the servico is to be, rolatively, !
worthy of Him, in sincerity, Feighed sor- i
vico is an insult, as if o did not know
your hesrt. Light-minded servico mocks
Him, asif Ho wero like ourselves and not
of infinite mnjesty. Occasional sorvico
wrongs Him, as if recogmtion of Himuow
and then were all Ho deserved.  Service,
sach ng we like on mere grounds of taste,
1acks this eletnent, as if the mnain thing
were to please ug, and not to honour God.
Tried by this test how much worship in
form is self-pleasing in fact!

Sincere worship is meék, lowly, unselfish,
with all the heart, roeverent and devou?, and
wo do not when rendering it, think of on-

joying_oursolves, or boing gratified, or
pleased, but of God recoiving from us His
due. In ot* so-called worship, far too
much is made of man, and God is not in
all “our thoughts,” only & small part of
them. .

The worship must bo *in truth," accord-
ing to God's nature.  All idolatry bolies
God. Seoagain Rom. i, 25. Many gods—
8 lie against His unity ; made gods ngninst t
His oternity; golden, &e., gods against His
spirituality ; fickle gods against His un-
cﬁangenblcncea; passionato gods (liko Viy-
gil's) against His holiness; helpless gods
(like Baal, 1 Kings xviii. 27,) agaiust His
powoer ; pictures of Him, as a great, good
natured, magnified man, agaiost His very
divinity (seo Ps. i.21) ; and so throughout.

Seo ca tho true worship, 1 Cor. v. 8,

*What is tho useofteaching and arguing
about God's qualities?”  One muy say. yes,
it hasits use. Our worahip if it is to be
truo, isaccording to His qnalities, as He
has shown therw. Honce Ho is at pains to
reveal thom (see the one-talont servani's
spoech, Matt. xxv. 24, 25)) in the word, in

His Sen, in His works, (Ps. xlvi. 10).

This truo and sineere worship involved
putting away from land, ‘home, heart, the
g0ds sorved onthe other side of the flood

Tsee reviow, nnd Lev. xvii. 7, alse v. 2 of
this chapter,and Gen. xxxi. 84) Ar the
Fourth Commandmen. shows, the two kinds
of worship couldnot co-oxist. (Sco 1 Kings
xviii. 21.) Andjust so thers are attach-
ments to mammo, to  drink, to pleasure,
which God liolds to be incompatible with
fearing and serving Him.

This servico is to b free by our choice

poople, over the laws, over our weslth,

(d) In constant, humble, holy cffort to
ot Him forth, as Ho i3, so that others may
kuow, believe, love, and servo Him. (Rom,

Bofore passing from tiislesson, ilore 1s
one point to which
pupils should be turned, becauso it concerns
us all. _God hates idolatry, and 1t rums
men.  What He hates, weo showid hate,
Wlat ruios men, we shonld pue away. Bat
what will banish it?2  Tho light of the Gous.
pol. Now foreign miesionaries aro engaged
in this very thing. We rroto give them
var luve, esteem, prayers, and money. No
thuroughly enrnest chareii 1s now withont
such n miseion, nud the youny should feol
a deop and lively interest 1n the overthrow
of the idols ; for missionary zeal is n part
of that luve and attachment to God in
Clirist, that all Christinns bughs to chenish.

SUGGESTIVE TOPICS.

Who speaks—to whom—on what ocea-
sron—tho drift of his address—tho fear urg-
ed—senso of the word~-how is Gud served

1=—the Now Testamont command— how

evaded—tho roply—the kind of service—
meaning of sincore—tho ovil in foigned sex-

| vice—how it insults God—narks of siucero

worship—why *“in truth "—God's nature
—vwhat—how belied -by heathenism-—as to
umty, nature, and charactor—tho value of
knowing God—what such worship involver
—wby warn Isracl—menaning of * beyond
the flood "—iilustrations of idolatry thoro
—the need of the Fourth Commandment—
tho freedom of service—the peoplo s roply
—tho Jessons to us—the war with idols
now—who wago it—at whose cost—our
duty,

LESSON XV. o

Avtl 1LY tue promise sroken. | Jegh M

CoannT TO MRMORY, Vs, 11, 12,

PararLEL Passaces.—1 Kings xi. 6;
Neh. ix. 28,

Scurprure Reapivags.—Did ovil (v, 11),
806 uses of this phrase, Judges iii. 7  iv. 1,
and_compare 1 Kings xv. 5; * provoked
tLo Lord ™ {v. 12), see Deut. xxv¥i. .6, 17;
concorning “Banl™ (v. 18), seo Numb,
xxii. 41; and ¢ Ashtaroth,” 1 Sam. vii. 8;
ng to “spoilers” (v. 14), seo 2 Kings xvii,
20; with v, 15, compary Josh. i. 9 und
upon ** tho Lord has sworn,"” see Lov. xxvi.

GorLveN Trxt.—Thoy soon forgof his
works, they waited not for his counssl.—
Penlm. evi. 18,

QrxtrAL TruLH.—Men rob God.

history of Isracl. Tho word *judge ' first
oceurs in our lesson (v. 16) ; froin this new
and especinl class of ofticors, the book takes
its name .Ashtaroth is horo first mentioned
(v. 18), a8 an objeot of worship. Ifitover
appeared to us that the Lord wae needless-
ly strict with the people, needlessly preciso
in his warnrings aud precautions, if wo ever
thonght the Bible severe in its judgments,
of the deceit and fickleness of the human
heart, this losson shonld correct us.

It is not n deseription of ono particuliar
falling away, but a peneral introduction to n
sad round of sins, judgmeunts, sorrows and
deliverances. Tho ovil communications
corrupt; the corvruption provokes nuger ;
tho nnger brings misory; tho misery, n ery
for mercy ; and the snorcy sends a deliver-
er.

{a) How long did Israel continas loyal?
Verso 7 answors, Joshua survived m Cana-
an probably about thirty years, The elders,
younger than he, who were with him in the
wars, and likeminded, wonld survive twenty
or thirty venzs noro, so that fifty ov sixty
yenrs aftor.Cannan was owned, the apost.
acy began. A new race aroso that }gnew
not-God (v. 10}, How important it is to
to guide tha.generations..coming forward!
8eo Psulxa Ixxviii, 5-7.

No wonder good mn ngonizo over tho
young, toil for Suuday-schools, plead for
family instyuction and are jealous ovor alt
books, schiools and toachers that “suore the
Lord, and all pursuits that disincline to his
service.

1v. 16), and decision is required. So with
us, ' God is iu Chyist,” We must be for i
<Clrist, or against Iim (Matt. xii. 89). Let

(4) How il the apostacy begin? By
positive disobedienco as to the iuhabitants

) of tho land. Contrary to God's comumnud,

teachers and pupils 1ay thie to hemt, and  they not only foleratod but mado leagues

when new pureuits or plensnres iovito us,

lot us ngply the test—* izthis for or againes |

Christ?? An honest uso of this test w"
settle mavy disputes.

Joshua hns mndde up his mind ; for hi<
Ziouse ulsos for parents pand their familics
go together in this while they continue *'n
house.” Therc nro times, as ui baptizos, tho
supper, seasoi of public covenanting, whero
it is ot display, but dury to sct out our
private convictiong and purposes, and when
our veligion is to bo hela up befure our fol-
Jow-men, however it may Lo desired by
those who would exeuso their waut of it.

IL. 'The people’s responre (v. 16).  The
appenltells. The peoplasay ** God forbid."
<te., nnd give very good 1ensons in vs, 16,
17, alrendy dwolt upon, such as God's lead-

* ing, defonding, and bestowing tho land, aud

votwithstauding that Joshuy reminds them
of the gravity of their undortaking (v. 19),
thoey persist, nad the covenant is solenmly
and formally ratified {vs. 21~25.)

Not otharwise do we, as Chinictiens,sorvo
“Jod. Wa know Bumin His Word, m His
Son, in tho atonemont. (See Jobn xvii. 8,
6,8, 5; nnd 2 Cor. v, 18-21}  We behove
in Him through Chnst.  We receive s
gift, “ etornal life” (Kom. vi. 28} We
love Him as we know ITim, and wo keop
His commandinents beeanss wo love Him
{LJohn ii, 12-14.) Tu tl:ix thero is nothing
sorvilo or-sovdil. Grahitudo 13 genorous,
elevating and purifyiug (2 Cor. v. 14; and
1 John iii. 8.) .

How shall wefear and servo Him? (o)

u true and sincoré worship, in closot, the
family, tho prayer-mieoting, the church,
#ud let us worship in ** houses.”

with them tv. 2); a step s0 gravo that the
angel of the Lord robuked them at Boclum,
and a temporary repentanco was the result
(v.4). Butonly temporary! The peonlo
of the land had their lnoeal, nnciunt.zzc_ds.
Tho sentitaent of tho whole surronnding
region was with them. Usagee, custows,
indulgences, society, traditions amuce-
tuents, festivities, all wera in the direction
of tho ol worslip. It imposed no resteaint
ov hmman lusts and passfons. On the
contrary, it provided for them. The youns
Taraclites, n8 they grew up, thought thewr
fathers, the eldors, too strict, * Times had
changed. They wero not narrow or bigot-
¢i. Thoy wero liberal. There woron preat
deal of good iu all rehgions. 'They rather
liked Baal-worship; it oxprersed somo fiue
idens.” So thoy mingled withits adherents;
they joined thom ; they forsook God. .

{c) What now Gods did the Jsraclites
sorve? (vo 11). The saprome god and
goddosa of tho Phonicians and Canannites,
were Baal and Ashtaroth. Somo think
Baaling, tae plural of Baal, and Ashtaroth
of Aetarte, used in reference to.their many
statues ; others in reforence to. their mauny
forms and modifica”ons. The lu‘ter ap-
pears the woll-sapported viow. * Banl
means lord, owner, snd when deacribing
the heathen god, has tho article boforo
it.

This god was served by [the ¥ “dtcs:ns
~Ban\poot\~, (Numb, xxil, 41; D ‘e By,
probably as Bel, by the Babylonisns, aud
among the Carthagenisus, who often put
Lis name (ad we find itin the Rible) iato
theirs, as Adherdal, Hannibal, &o.

We-now enter-on a new section of the.

the nttentron of thoe !

His worahip was stately and porpous, as
anbappily, wo learn from the Slzxripmro ac.
count of his sworshippors in Xsrael. Ife
bad temples (1 Kiegs svi. 82), imsgos (2
Kinga x, 20), altars on the fineAt sitos (1
Kings xviii. 20), priests (1 .sings xviii. 16",
ragintained at the royal cast, a graded hier-
archy {2 Kings a. 19), its 'members greatly
gven to attaching thomselves Lo tho upper
clasges and ralers, with elaborato and
numerous vestments, (2 Kinga x 22), with
tnceneo (dor. vi 91, and m .ch solf-inflioten
pumshraent and fanutioal excitement on
pesinl ocensions {as in 1 Kings xviii. 26-28.

Most of theso things, for they spread over
Lnrope, have beon adapted to o corrupt
Chastianity, so that 1t is not without rea-
sou probably, that 1t 13 denoanuced in the
New Testamont under tho nawme of ** Baby-
lon” tRev xviii. 10),

Mruy of these remarks apply to Ashtaroth
7. 18), the fomele divinity of the Phceni-
ciong, the Astarte * of tho Sidoninns,” of
Solomon's tima (2 Kmgs xxw. 13); the
Ishtar (Layard) of Babylon ; the Astarto of
Grecks and omans. The moon and the
plaaet Venus wero identifiod with her; for
half in poetry, half in devoutness, early
1dolaters mixod up heaveniy bodies and na
tural forces with thew gods, began perhaps
by deifsing them ; and tho fosms of worship
variod with times and lande, and the char-
acter in which the goddess was held. It
18 undoubted, however, that impurc and ro-
volting rites woere ovorywhore practiced iz
this worslnp.

To the yoke of such false gods the He-
brows * bowed thetaselves, * tv. 12), degrad-
od thowmsclves by worship. Strango that
Jeltovah was angry ?

(@) What consequonces followed ? In-
stead of their Loing strengthoned by him
against thoir foes, they wore **sold ™ given
ovor, delivered iuto the hands of the piun-
dorers, ‘‘spoilers” only occurring ouco
moro (1 Kiogs xvii. 20, In carly unsettled
life, wandering hordes moved to-and fro,
living by plunder (see 1 Sam. xxiii, 1), and
resting like thoe Huns, Goilis, Vandals, and
modorn Bedouin, whero they were com-
fortablo.

Tho Hobrows in vain made head ngainst

| thera (v.16). Joshun xxiii. ¥, 10, is rovers.

ed, and Deut. xxviil. 25, fulfilled; and they
get no help from their adopted brothren!

te) How did the Lord interpose on tl:o
ropentance of the people? By judges (v.
16}, special instruments, fitted for the erisis,
and sceepted by the people, by their forco
of charactor us leaders, and then for a time
obeyed as rulers. Tho deseription is gonor-
al.  Wo shall have occasion to see particu-
lar cases, and study them,

Vo may seo from this profatory state-
mont to tho book, tho following things
(teachors can select aad dwell on such as
suit their classes) @

(1) Why-the Canannttes still rotained so
much placo and power,

(2) Why Isracl was so often feoble and
go often in boudage,

(8) How exact is the fulfillmont of tho
divine wora by Moses and Joshua.

(4) How truly- the Lord’s hand is at work
with man wlien 510 sceme ontirely innotive,
and to have nothing to .do with them.

(5; How closoly prosperity and freedvm
nro] inked with tho worship and service of
God.

(6) How ontirely pibiic sorvants ave
God's gift, and upheld by the Lord in
wisdom, cournge and strengtie.

(7) How ecssontinl thut we know and
worship God a8 ho requires. W know
him in Christ. So serve hir.

(8) How fatal 1t is to forgot God and Lo
conformed to the vorld. No. the worslup
of Baal is oxproded among us. But as
really ag then, God enn bo forraken, his
rights denied, his worslup abandoned, and
thougit not in nnme, yot in ronlity, the lifo
yielded up to lusta, fashions, open sing that

rulo us and are obeyed by us. See Row.
vi. 13.
“I cannot do without drink." *X must

have my pgame.” * 1 canuot stay away
from the theatro.” I have no prensure
but in my woney.” * L cannot live out of
society.,”  Theso conflessions are often
made. [t is of httle use te * inquire how
littlo or how tmuch positive good or ill may
be in theso pursuits.” It .8 enough to con-
det, if thus they sre in the Lord's plan,
aud ho is'forsaken for them. " Xecp you-
selves from idols,”

SUGGESTIVE TOPICS.

Why this book so enlled—character of
judges—what rendered them necessary—
why judgments—to whom were the people
given up—spoilers -what the progress of
apostacy—carly sin of omission—attrae
tions of falso religion—how sroon folt—
forme of idol-worehip—DBanl—formn of his
worship—his worchippers—intluenco of it
now—Asghtaroth —ather names—connected
witn what symhols—how the erndition of
tho people affected—low warned —wh;.*
lersons iy be learnud—regarding right
tenelung—exataple—ihe hand of God with
a people—-with great lendors—Ing hatred of
idotatry—and forms af it in our time.

Anciont Jerusalem.

No spot on the fuco of the earth is so full
of historieul associntions ne Jernsalem.
Like 1te mysterivus king, Malchicedek, it
Intrsts ont of the durk past v.athout begin.
mng of days, more than a thousand yearn
befoio the foundine of Rofite. It remained
a oty of the Jebusites tor over eigcht hun.
dred yorr: longer. irll of that time after
tho congqunss of Canann vy Jeshna, In.
deed, 1t was uot until the soventh yoar of
hia reign that King Dvid was ablo to get
possession of it and mako it his capitat. It
was about one thousaud voars before Chriat
that Solowoen's maguificont tomple was
dedicated, This pile of marble and gold
towered four hundred and twenty six feot
at ite Lighest point abovo the lovel of the
Kedion on tha east. The following, from
the L dnbarg Review tnay bo read with
now mtores! if it is truc.that the Sablime
Porto ls dotermined to raze the wall of
Jernsalem to the ground :

The ares now ocenpied by the oity of
Jeyusalom and its envirdns may bs said to
liavs been tlie site of seven succorsive eities.
Eighteon groat building opochs have been
divided from one anciner by seventeen se.
parato oapturas or hostile occupations. We
caonot attompt now aven {o glance at theso
varied pliases of the history of .the placs,
The dosolate and rordid sspect of tha city

y)

tostifles ta the condition inte whicl it las
sunk undor the Turkish rule. Tho mont
indoresting of the oxisting edifiees were
raiged by tho Baracon ealiphs. Rumaing
of tho work ot Godfrey and the Angsvin
k.ags aro te he rocognized; but they nre
dwarfed by the coluseal relics of the carlivr
builders. Tha Porsisn auwmo only to destroy,

Tho Rov an thrico mined or frensformed

Jorusalems.  Justinian, and before him

Oonstantino, filled it with convents, shrines,
and charvchea. Jalian and Badrian reared

tomples to Venua and Jupiter; 'and tho

latter endesvored to suppress ifs very

naws, in favor of that of Ehe Capitolina.

Under the Idumean kings, and the precod-

ing Asamoneru dynasty, acourred fierco

striggles with the Roman s#3d with the

Parthian—with the kings of Syria and of

Egvpt. During the period of 1,113 y:ars

whioch olapsed between the ocaptura of the

city of Jebus by David, and the great cata-

strophe effeoted by Titus, magnificont mon-

archs oxhaustod the arls of the day in

adorning tho saorad mount, In the whole

history of Jernsalom, from the dnays of

Melehizedek to our own, tho most memot-

ablo apochs of destruction were the eapturs

offected, in tho 488th year of tne Elebrew |
monavchy, by the Chaldeans, and the yet

morn complete overthrow, 646 voars later,

by the Romans. The marks of these

mastor calamities, and of tho workmunebip

of the throeo chief founders and restorars of

the city—Solomon, Neheminh, and Horod

-—are preserved bencath mounds of nae-

cumulated debris, with something of the

fidolity of the geological record of the

globo.

The city of Jerusalem attained its uimost
oxtent undor the third, or Idamean, dy-
nasty of the kings of Judea. In splendor
and erohitectural boruty, if not in colosral
grandour, the buildings of Herod tho Great
rivaled thoso of Solomon, his famous pra-
decesror. . . A groat unwritfea fradi-
tion, yot alive among us, comomorates the
fact that neither hammor, nor axe, nor
nny tool of iron, was hesrd in the House of
the Lord while it was in building. The
discovery of the quarry marks of the
Pheeuccian masons on  the foundation
courres of tho great oastern wall of the
mduntain, shews that this reverent prow.
sion was applied Ly King Solomon to he
entiro onclosura, Letters so anciont that
they appaser to be the common progenitors
of the Greek, tho Samnaritan, and the
equarce Chaldesan charncters, still designato,
alter n lapse of 2,870 years, thie course for
which more~ than ono stone was hewn, and
in which it'is still found. Beth occura on
tho stono of the szzond course, Daleih on
the fourth, and n numeral 5 cn the fifth,.
The skill of experts has been called in to
identify he lettors; but thoir unmistakabls
purport has not before been pointed out. At
various places on each wall, (with the ox-
coption of the unexplored northern line)
from the north-east angle round to the
middle of the western wall, the same
notable indication hae been distinctly
found.,

The Marks of s Mirister,

A correspondent of the Nationwl Baptist
tolls this story of tho Inte Dr. Bothune:

On one oceasion when the Doclor was
residont in Philadelphin, he wont for a fow
days' rest to a trout atream lio hind heard of
ia the interior of the State, Arriving, an
almost ontiro stranger, at o honso kopt by
a man who had been accustomed to ontor-
tain thoso who came there to fish, ho was
coldly received. Lhe man told him frankly
that lio had attended n protracted moeting
during the wintor, that he hoped the Lord
had forgiven his sine and that he had join.
ed tho Moethodist Chureh, and .aeant to
give up going with the kinG of men who
camo up thore to fish.  The Dostor's hu.
mour overcame his scruples so far as to
gain admitlaoco for the night, and tho next
morning sunceeded still further, provailing
upoo the man to go ott with him and show
him the bLest rlnces of the stream. They
spont most of the day together, and on ro
tmiaing to the hounse in the afternocn the
man rlupped hiw on the shoulder, saying:

“ Doc., T like you.”

“ Why do you like me, my friend ?”

*Wel, Doc., I'll tell yon. We've been
out almost all day; we haven't canght
much ; you fell in nud got wet, and I have
not heard you swear once,”

Aftor supper, a3 the Doctor was smolking
Ins pripe in front of the honse, Ins host camo
out, nnd with rome hesitancy said, * Doe.,
since I ymed thoe church, I've hnd prayors
every night; wo're going to have them now,
and maybo you wonld'nt object to come in.”
 Certninly not, wy friend ;* and he went
in to listont to tho reading of n phssage in o
brokan way, aud to join hear:ilghin a good:
old Methodist hymu., During the singing
the man wateired him closely, and. at the
end sand anxiously, #Mayhe yon wonldn't
mind leading us ia prayer ?”  ‘The Doctor
knelt, and offered one of those full and
hiearty, yet siuple anprlicatious, which ara
8o well romembereq by all who know him,
ITo was hardly seated ia froat of tho houso
again befovo the man reappeared, saviag:
*Doe., I kinder suspiciou vou.” ** \Vhat,
do yo. suspect me of 2 Nothing bad, I
Lopet™ ¢ No, nothing had; and maybe
I'm wre g, but T kind o' think you dre a
wimster.” ¢ What makes yon think I am
o minister 2* Well, It tell you. I have
not Learvd yon swear singe you camo ; then
the way you jined us in the hymmn ; then
the way yon prayed, mado me thiuk yon
were n mtinister.” The Dostor 'aughed
heartily as he acknowledged that hc wus
ndeed a mimster,

Wrno can_moasure the powor of » proat
iden? Armies fight in vain against it, aud
nations yio.d o its sway,—~~ ansley.

Tu< new Prosbyterian work at Chi-mi,
Cluna, continues to prospor. A native pas-
tor has been appownted ove the thre¢
chiurches now organized among the ennveris
from tho Namoless Soct. Mr, Corbest, on
n racont trip, baptized 17 adults, The
govarnmont preveats an cathurat of perse-
oution ; but the hostility manifdstod acninst
the « foreign" religion is iutenss, £nd shows:
itself in the social and businrss relations of
the converis, Marringes aro broken off and

“work is refused to those.who will not labox

on the Ssbbath.

e geainyeter

The Numbsrs of the Biblo.

Jtianot n Jittle strikiog how much the
Bitdo s to do with rumeraly,. The fol.
lowing will giva the reader gomeo des of tro
subjeet, viz,: Oue is used not loas than 531
times, two, 2u4 fimey, threo, 147 tiumes ;
four, 86 times; five, R0 timue s 8iz, 70
timee; soven, 211 times, wght, 24 times ;
nine, 8 timoa, tem, 08 tunes; olovon, 24
times; wwolve, 80 times, thirteon, & tires;
outteen, 19 times, fifteon, 17 times; six.
tocn, 11 timen, sovenleon, & tuncs; eigh-
teon, 9 times; nineteon, 1 time, twenty,
b1 times, thirly, 80 thues ; forty, 57 tirmges §
fifty, 61 thaes, sisty, 7 titios, sevent s 44
times, ninety 3 times, one hundred. 66
tiwes, two Luudred, 22 tunes; three hane
drod, 20 times; four Luadrod, 15 times;
six hundeed, 22 times, sovon hundred, 6
times; eight hundeed, 8 times; nine hun-
dred, 1 timo; ono thousaud, ¢ tunes; {wo
thousand, 9 times, threo thousand, 13
times, four thousaud, & tunes; fivo thou-
gand, 12 times, six thousaud, 4 times;
«oven thousand, 13 times ; ten thousand, 37
tines ; twelve thousnnd, 17 times ; fourteon
thousand, 1 time; sixtesn thousand, 2
times, c.ghwoon thousaud, & times, tweny
thourrnd, 13 times; thirty thousand, 8
timos ; forty thonsand, 6 times; fifty thou-
send 4 times; sixty t ousand, 1 timo; sev-
onty thouserl, 4 ames; 80 thousand, 2
{imes. '
It will be noticed that tho nutabors,
eighty, cight thousand, nine thousand, thir-
teen thousand, fifteen thousand, sovontcon
thouap.ud, and ninoteen thousand, are not
used in the Soripturcs.  Also the 0dd num-
bors between ono and two huudred, such as
one hundred and five, vao hundred and
ton, ofe., ofe,, an also Lotwaen tho round
numbers in thousands, are frequent in the
Bible.—~Chriscian Olserver.

LBandom Beadings,
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Tre mc-o God empties your hands of.
other worus, the more you may know
H'ot has special work to give them.—Gar-
relt,

Tut_ heights of earthly prov.otion and
glory liftsus no whit neaver “caven. Tt
18 ensier to step thero from: tke lowly vale
of humiliation and soxrow.—Poor.

A1LOFT on tho throne of God, and uot ba-
lovs, m tho foctprints of o (rampling multi-
tpdo, are tho sacred rales of right, which
no majoritics can displace or overtura,—
Charles Summer.

Rest of all is to prosorve every thing in
a plve, still lieart, and lot thoro be for every
pulso a thanksgiving, and for every breath
a song.-~Gossner.

Crnist, and ovarything in Him and with
Him, is an incompreiisnsiblo mystery ; fail
but to explore 1t, and tnou art but a fool;
but beliove whet is revealed to thee of it
aud it is enough for thy salvation.—
Straik s,

It is o ferm of ambition—a noblo one, it
is true—tha ambition cof iutellectual domin.
ion; nnd bag sctuated n oy a philosophsr
who flaitered himself that ho was single-
oyed in his pursuit of wislom.~Henry
Rogers.

Tn& groatest thing, tho first thing, the
Inst thing, the most importan, thing, we can
all do—wo can ali pray. Uet us do this as
a preparation for every other dut. and
God will liear and bless.

W= are what we aro ; wo cannot be truly
othor than oursclves. We reach perfection
not by copying, much less by aiming at ori«
ginalitys but by cuntistently and steadily
working out the lifo waich is common to us
all, according to the charnetor which God
has given us.—F. 1. Rebdertson.

It is a blossed thing that our respox
bilities wnd cares comns upon us, as the
meaths and years, by degrees. We ars
thus brought in all things, to bear our
burdens ; and when, in after years they
aro all past, they seom to have been as
nought.

Txe late vonerable Dr. Archibald Alex-
ander, of Prigceton, N. J., had beon a

reachor of Christ for sixly years, and a

rofessor of Divinity for forty. On his
deatli-bed ho was heard to s¢§. to a frisnd,
¢ All my theology 18 réIuced to tlus nacrow
compass-—Jesus Corist came inlo dhe world
o save sinners,

WiesE~ER in any dopartment of effort
the human mind nas reached verity, and
is ablo to give a siraple and <incoro expres.
sion toit, wa find the product full of naturo
full of life, full of freshnes., full of impres.
sien. This, and this ultimately, is the plain
serret of the ckavm in overy wesd of genius
aad of power,—Shedd.

Scearen the green rind of a sapling, or
wangonly twist it in the soil, and a scarred
or crooked oak will tell of tho sct for cen-
turios to come. How forcibly does this
fizure toach the necessity of yiving right
tundencies to the minds and hoearis of the
young!

Tir value of & guod book is not often ap-
preciated. Saints ave lmilt up in their
fuith by good roading, and an impenitent
person is never move disposed to read than
whon he takes an interost in the salvatien
of hissonl. Itis important, (hevefore, for
evory famuily to keop on 4 ind a supgly of
usefu! veligions. beaki Religions books
have o groat deal to do with the destiny of
families.

To understand the wor'd is wiser than to
condemn it. ‘To stady the world is better
than to shan.it. Touse the world iz-nobler
than to abase it, ‘Lo make the world bet.
ter, lovelier and happior is tho nobiest
work of o man or womar. Thove are many
mteltizent and talonted parsons who waste
the best pary of their titneiu useless dream-
ing. Theicyants are speut in -thy world
of:ancy awd nnreality that theie imagiva-

‘tion cventos abont them. Montal phan‘uius

render thom_insénsible to prezent appor.

‘tunitiss, itnd progperous ehaucos slip by

tiem: unheaded And nanoticed until their
youth and energies ave all govo, Then, in
adversity nud old age, thez attributy theiv
wanl of prosperity aud worldly suscass to

‘some imagivary fale or destiny, even yet

blind to the tr{atl:] $hat t_l'ztairf wend t<>f o8

perity is simiply she rose't of opportauities

wasted.—~Urany Peterailea, - 3
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