
'T'IE ADVISEII.

tliem to cvory motive, and attacks every point iii
the liîart's citadel. Hie surrounids and hieins us
iii wit.i promises. Ile deluges us with promises to
fo>rce us froin otir sinful refuges andl sweep us into
tic kingdoin. The sinner who goes to destruction
bas tigain and again to stumblo over (lod's pro-
mises, and is lest only by lncrd struiggling against
tiim.

Not only are tho promise; in God's own words,
but lie gives fall liberty aise tu the Bible writers
to promise for là;.. It is as if lie hall giveni theni
blank forms and said, Ilwhalever yen we ry
peuple ieod; and in whatever variety of expres-
sion time promises wvill inake tic decpest impres-
sions upen thecir hearîs, su fi1[ tbem Uii over my
iame, and 1 miii houer thein ail." This saine

privilege hie secins to ivo to lus people. Said a
Christian brother, 1 thank God for his ' blank
promises,' I read, 'asic and ye shall receive' and
* whatsoever ye ask in my usame, 1 will do,'itand
Jeus dees neot sILy what I shall itsk, atidý se I arn
at liberty to fil i p the blank myself. I iiusert
whatever blessing I neî3d. 1 put in tho nines
of My ohildrein aud friends and caîl uipon God te
ho;tor bis promises."

The Christian, tîxe inquiring seul, the impenitent
cani wauder nowlicre this sideocf eternity, where
feeling a desire to rotura te God hie can say: Il ere
God's promises ean net reaeh me" Blessed ho
God for bis promises 1 They include the gifts ef
Pardon and Salvation fromi sin. Tlîey includo
aise growth in graee,and sanctification tbroughi the
lloly Spirit ; peace and triumph in deatlî and an
abundant outrance into etornal, life. The promises
never leave us fromn the begning until hiaving
led us throoghi ail the trials of life, and down
througlh the grave, they land us safely with God.
Thon lot the chiid cf God dismniss bis anxieties
and go fearlessly forivard surrounded and pro-
vided for at ove'ry stop by these immutable pro-
mises. No accident can break thom. No tide
of earth eau sweop them away: Tho gales ef bol
shahl net prevail against them.

TO TIE BflETIREN IN CHRIST.

lIn tiioso darlz and cloudy days, it is %vell for
us Io look te the source from xvhene our heip
cometh-to the rock of salvation on whiehi wo
stand ; for vain is the lieip cf man. Outward
circurnsuncos easily affect us, and effer an
apology for coldn-ess and indifference te the
cause of Christ. We think we do well te look
at the stormy waves of the sou of Galilee, rallier
than te him xvho walks upon thom; and yot
our only safely lies in looking te him. He is
Head over ait thiszgs te the .church, and can
ruake ail things contribute te the advancement
of his cause on the earth. Evil, sin and ail
unrighteousnoss are the predominent priucipoes
cf the world. New and then they reaoh a
Iligher peint cf culminiomn, as at present; but
at tbis, Nve must net be moved uer shalcon in
our purpese. Jehevah reigos. Christ ever
liveth. He is the same yesterday, to-day, and
for ever. Our duly, thoen, is plain. Our path
runs through tbis Nvorld in a straight lino, te
the cil7 cf the Great King. W aentic
to do but te xvalk îhereimî, and induce afi
oîhers 10 do the same. Tlis is the way, xvalk

yu iii it, il is the veice of our (G reat Leader.
H-e troll il before we did, *iud lins loft his foot-
prints iii blood aloug il. If il, m' rougli anîd
thiorny, it is salle, and Nvill Iead uls te tihe
desirud hiaveîî. I wishi le peint eut a fowN
tliigs at file prtusunit crisi, denîandinug ur
special attenioni.

lut the first plae, Jet uis renicmaber, that the
cliurchi is a spiriltal body, conipesed ofliig
active, lovin-- mombers. It is mu tihe wcrld- -
nu t il. 0wr cilîzoimsl is lit the lîc0aveils.
0cr naines are enroiled tlicre iii the i.;ub's
br'uk cf lufe Our Ou,0r Objcls, ur lepps,
our principles, are all spiritual. On(,- body-
eue Spirit. Kncw yeu iluat vu are, the temple
et Ged, anîd tiat thme Spirit of God dwelleth in
you 'i Onr lifo i.s a liCe of* faitlli, imot cf selimo.
Tîte wverld and thte faLshioii cf il arn p.msbig
awvay thme objecis cf oui, faitli lire jmcnaitf'îê
and abidiug,. -The imc hîig~,ait(d wu
change wit li tîenl," i.- a muaxixu u of sî
nul cf our Ltuîd'.,. - i tu 1 imus chlange, we
stand lirm, is or true mnaxiin. 'T'lî thing,,S
temporal slîculd iict afic is, but thie îhiiud-s
eternal should claini our higîmest, hliist if-
tiens.

Let us. in the second plaae, reuiii hist. failli
once delivered te the sainîts, pure and uiinî;xetl
withi any foreigni elemeuît. L'4irefully guard
against every attempt le pervert the trulm, te
turn axvay the disciples frein il, cr to wvit1ihoid
il fromn the world. The cross lias not lcst eiîlîer
ils offence or its power. It still liffîs up ilb
hiead abeve the surgiîîg billows which wcuid
cuver it, and 8himes like a beacon on the sea
cf life. The darker tue nin-ht, tlie bri-hiter it
shines. The more ternpestuous and '?earful,
the greater the îîeed. Keep thine oye, mari-
ner upon il. B3e net deceived by tise liglits :
they will iead te damîgerous suas, perî i<ics
breakers, and le certain destruction. Hld te
the trth-preach it, live it. Wu have foulid,
by most diligent search, the gospel thiat saves :
we have tried il a thousaud lime.s and il lias
nover tailed. IWo xviii hry ne otîjer. This is ne
lime for speoulation, uer for any side issues.
Tho Lord is ah hand ! "O0ccupy lili I corne,"
says your Lord. Many things may bc instrume-
tive, useful, pleasant-one hhiîîg is needful.
Preach the Word: this is alwvays ii place. It
will couvert, sanctify and save. Salute ne
eue by the xvay, xvas the command cf Jesus te
the soventy. "lGo righh on, and attend te thie
business I sont thee te fulfil.-" This is the
spirit cf the precept. leWe are engaged in a
great work, and canuot comoe down'I te attend
lolîhe Sabailats and Tebiases cf the presont

day With a sxverd in one hand and a troxvel
in the other wo must werk on the xvalls, for
there is mucli te be doue.

la the third .place,remember that the strength
et the churcb. lies in ils purihy. This is ils
true, distinctive clPfarael. Lot the wcrld sue
il and mark the differenco, As holy and de-
voted memabers cf the fami]ycof God> as meek
and humble disciples of the Lord Jesus, lot us


