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THE PRICE OF COPY-BOOKS.

HEN  we  anpounced  tast
Issue (hat the price of the
authorized copy-houks were

reduced from seven eents to ddx, we
thought out information correet, Bat
the price I8 &Ull Reven cents per copy,
with the usual discount. ‘The facts of
the case are these,

Clrcular No. 14, izsued by the Fdu-
ention Departnent about February of
thix year, announced that from July,
1892, to July, 1893, the price of the
Publle Rchool Writlug Courre would
be gIx cents per number, and after
July, 18032, five cents. Other informa-
tion led us to think this was to be
carried out. But the course of events
hax not falfilled our reagounble expee-
tations.  The Minister of Edueation
maintains that the price will be re
duced, but no information Iz given ax
1o when thiz will be nccomplished. On
the other hand, the publishers main
tafn that no definite arrangement has
yet been arrlved at as to the future
prices of these hookr. ‘Fhis ix the po-
sition of affafrs at present. ‘Fhe prices
have not bheen reduced as tue Mindater
suld they would be, but thiz may e
no fault of his. ‘The whole afiair is
somewhat mysterious.

It would he & loss to the retail wer
chants il the price Is redaced, as the
margin of profits would be narrower,
and it wonld, no stoubt, mean a less net
profit to the puliizhier. Henee both are
interested In Xeeplung up the price.

Even if the price 18 reduced the re-
taller may arrange bargains so that
he may secure a relutte on unsold cop-
fer. The practice fn the paat has Iven
Lo alow such rebate. Sti on account
of the upnsettled wtate of the matter,
dealers nced not put too great conli-
deene in the Hkelihood of @ rebate. A
small &tock for a short thne will pre-
vent any great worry, and our reiders
may rest arsured that i any change
takes place they will be Informed as
xoon as possible, At the same tlme it
sxhould be vorue fn mind that the Min.
{ster of Education has snid that prices
are to be lowered. The only uncertain
element, then, i3 the time when this
event is to take place.

THE MONTH'S TRADE.

Trade among the wholesale houees
generally hax been guite dulls ‘The vol-
ume of goodr turned over has heen
hardly up to previous Julys, Many of
the teavellers and members of the flrms
are away holidaying or have retucned,
The teade fn summer novels hns heen
very good. Orders for school hooks
have been fajrly strong, and alko or.
ders for  blank books amd exerelse
books and school supplics penerally.
Colleetliong are somewhat slow, due
no doubt to a oulet trade with re.
tallers. Buslness will not be very brisk
unti) the st week i August, when
when the sehool book trade will plek
up, aml ladies will hasve more Inelina-
tion to work up Laney materials, Large
quantities of goods have heen recelved
at the houses, unpached and prepaved
for shipping. Expeelally in goods for
the holiday trade has the Inward move-
ment been wtrong, ‘loys of all deserip.
thons are In atock, ‘T'he varietles ine
troduced in mechauieal toys ave nnmer-
ous and In many cases show o great
deal of Ingennity and nvention.

MONTHLY COLLECTIONS.

The Canadian wholesale ook teade
send out their monthly statements of
accounts, and the retaller should do
the wame.  Of conurse the old fogy saya
“No! the people would never allow
it: yon would lose your trade.”  But
the retafler who tries (it will mahke
money. You have to puy cash, why
should you reustomers not do so? 1is-
ten to what the Ameriean Caper ‘Trade
BOYR 1—

*The practice is growing amaong ve-
tatlers of sending out monthiy ~tate.
mente of necounts due them, and the
custom Is one which should meet with
all encouragement, for it greatly fa-
cilltates collectlons, and this in turn
ennbles the retaller to pay his ndebt.
edness to the Jobber wmore promptiy.
It has heen estimated that if the dealer
would discount hiz tills  the jobher
could conduet his business on one-fourth
less capital, and the retailer would
fncrense his profita to an appreciable
extent. Prompt colleetions should en-
able him to do this, and they will
ulso gave many n bad dedt aud largely
reduce the amount that Is charged up
to profit and logs."”

There you have the Awmerlean idea
in amutshell. Bat there are other peo-
ple i this country who have Just as
200 huslinews Ideng as any Ameviean,
and many of them arc adopting this
this plan of having thelr account. set-
tled monthly. It saves many o heart.
ache and brain-worry, both to the debt-
or and the creditor.  Many o good
customer ix lost on anceount of a dix-
pute over u longswtanding account, Mr.
Cranston, & well-hnown bookseller of
Galt, has tried the plan, and finds that
it. worke well. He sends out hix ac-
counts monthly and pins to cach o
S1p of paper on which I3 printed the
following:—

IMPORTANT.

In submitting this statement of ac-
count to you, which we trust. will be
found correet, we derlre to thank you
for your kind patronage xo far, In
bespeaking a continuance of your val-
ued purchages, we prowmise you and all
our customers the hest of attentlon and
extra values, To facilltate business In
these days of small profits, quick re-
turng has become a necegslty.

Our terms arc that all out-gtanding

accounts should be wettled by the 10th
of cach month, elither by ensh or note,
I'rusting this rute will meet with your
approval and co-operation, which will
ulways entltle you to ove best prices,

Agaln thanking you, ! awm, yours,
[U TN JAMES R, CRONSTON,

Wholesale amd retall bookeeller and
gtationer, and dealer In store aml gene.
eral supplics, ete., Galt, Ont.

PITHY POINTERS FOR AUGUST.

Take stock, Never negleets this part
of your business, It bringe forward
the stoek which sghould be gold, but
which has slipped away from your gaze,
Stock-taking glves encouragement  or
warning: whichever It Iz, you need It
Do not count. that the goods yon
bought five years ago are worth .
volee price. Do you turn over your
stock once a year? It s a good thing
to hnve o freah stock; the husiness lives

on It ag 1 man does on fresh afe,
L] - L]

You shonld be vewdy by Augns( (if-
teenth, for the school hook trade, Have
you anything special to cateh 162 Have
you Ikkued @ neat little eatalogue of
High Scehool bBooks to attract tende?
Have you printed a ueat cavd, to put
In your window o order to draw the
attention of buyera? Are yen gohngs (o
put gromething spectal in your window
for the openings of this teade? Have yon
any Largaink (o offer In lead peaeils,
COMPAKECR, cte? Or are you going
to sleep throngh this seakon as you
have been doing, ad allow your more
active competitor to beat you out?
Hustle for trade. or div; this 5 the
motio of the hnstiess worlid today.

» L] -

A bookreller was in e ety the other
day, and remarked that the editor of
BOORS  AND NOTIONS bl sxome
crazy ideas about camassing for teade,
and that bookaellers were not golmgg to
dirgrace  thems ves by canvassime,
That s all vicht, 11 it dsgraces you,
do not do it, The whotesalers of thix
eity semd thew best men out to can-
vass the trade, and these men do not
consfder thewmselves dingraced by thele
Libora,  Honest work never disgraced
any man. The letters in tlus issue on
this subject are worthy of perusal. They
cmbaody thought, feeltme nmt experlenee,
Mr. Ferguson shows that o tan must
canvigg to hold the <tationery teade,
but he says that subseription hooks
are unsatlsfactory,  Still hundreds of
men are making money every day sell
ingz subseription books, and many hook.
getlers are making money by means of
pald eanvassers. A great el of can-
vassing can be done over the counter or
on the street; pushing sales to every
customer that comea fn. Fapeclally can
this be done with regard to magnzines,
It hax heen mentioned before, nud al
Hyve booksellers are extendingg thelr Hats
datly. Swallow your pride—It i false—
and keep your eyes andears open for
businese, I Canadian  buslness men
woere not g proud, there would he teas
talk of Yanxee smurtness. Where Iy
the Canadinn husiness talent? Inmany
enxes it 18 clothed in pride, and finally
1t dons o garment of sackeloth, Many
letters hnive heen recelved from book-
gellers, saying that they appreeinted
our dixcussion of this sublect., We have
not sald cverything yet. But we in.
vite dlgcussion on o new  snbjeet
«xhould the dealer collect his necounts
monthly?” Read the the artlelein this
tsxuce and gend us your {deas and ex-
perlence: by exchange of which truth
will appear.



