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hias been fully proved Ly the success of the todel scheols in
Truro, as well as by numerous examples of similar institu-
tions on both sides of the Atlantic. Now suppose tho salary
of a teacher who has clinrgo of a school of twenty pupils is
ong hundred pounds,—each pupil pays five pounds per annum
for his cducation, whereas, in a school of two hundred pupils,
with threo teachers at salaries of one hundred and fifty, ene
hundred, and ifty pounds, respectively, the cost of education
for each pupil would only bo ono pound ten shillings por an-
nuni

We lhiave endeavoured to point out the advantages of gra-
aation of echools both in reepect to their efficiency and their
chenpness.  ‘T'here are many other considerntions, which wo
might urge in defence of the views wo have advanced, but we
must pass on to discuss another branch of our subject, namely,
the ndvantages of' n thorough classifieation of pupile,

Wa need scarcely stop to remark that, within the memory
of many now living, each individual formed a class by imself,
Nny there aro spots in the fuvoured land of Nova Scotin,
whero this custom provails to day.  Fiftcen or twenty pupils,
cach furnished with a different reading book, are seated in o
little dingy room, all reading aloud, cach vociferating to the
full extent of his vocn! organs, while hiead and feet keep time
to the singsong mono(or_y of the voice,

A traveller prssing within a quarter of a milo of such a
building, while the business of the day was in full operation,
would bo admonished of his pruximity to the scat of learning,
by n sound not utilike the hum of a colony of bees aroused to
anger by the nppronch of some unwelcome intruder.  On ad-
vancing nearer, the sounds wax louder and fuller, like tho roar
of a rushing aterfall, until, upon cntering the bLuilding, one
is forcibly reminded of n meeting of the inhabitauts of Babel,
at the confusion of tongues.

We pass over the filthy building, the absence of ventilation,
the deafening noise, and the want of proper desks and appa-
ratus ; not that these things are less imporiant, but our &pe-
cinl design now requires our attention to another subject, nud
these have been fully discussed already.  TLet us look at the
progress of the work.  Pupil after pupil is called up, and
takes his place beside the tencher, ench in turn recites his les-
son, and is dismissed to his seat, to make room for another.
In this way three hours aro spent in hearing twenty pupils
read twenty lessons, from as many different text-bouks, nllow-
ing to cach lesson an avernge time of nine minutes, Thus
passes away {he forencon, and the afternoon witnesses n simi-
lar performance. A whole day has been oceupied in giving
two reading lessons to twenty pupile,

"True, the teacher has been employed meanwhile, in making
peis, in writing copics, examining questions in Arithmetic,
and maintaining, what he considers, the discipline of the school,
but all the while, the unceasing reading lesson has progressed,
for any cessation of that would interfere with the completion
of the work, which requires so many lessons to Lo imparted
to cach individual pupil, before theschool can be dismissed.

If it is necessary to have & classin Grammar, or Geogra-
pliy, an extra hour must be devoted to that subject, and pains
taking teachers, under such circumstances, generally consid-
cred the sctting sun, the best indication, that “ sehiool had kept
loiils enotigh for that day.”

Noiv by a proper classification, accompanied by such a grad-

ing a8 wé have already described, one rending lesson in each
department, except the primary, is umply suflicient, and that

need not oceupy moro than half an herr.  Of course, the ox-
creise must bo simuliancous.  We have no inclination, nor
dues onr subject require ng, to unter into any cxplanation of
the mode of conducting o simultancous reading lesson.  ITap-
pily there aro hundreds of teachers in the previnee, who not
only understand, but practice this all important gart of n teach-
cr's dutics ; and who can testify, from oxporicnce. to the bene-
fits resulting from iis use. 1lalfan hour can ' apent in a
lesson on English Grummar, also imparted to lhc whole de-
partinent of which tho teacher has the charge; half an hour
to Geography ; another half hour to llnslory,unullucr to writ-
ing, &c.y &o.

In this way, sixty pupils, or if neceasnry, cven n greater

number, can receive instruction fn the anme Lranch, at tho
samo timo ; and tha tencher's power of imparting Instruction
is thus increascd sixty-fold,

Who will deny the ber.efits of u classification of pupils when

it is s0 casy to demonstrate the immense saving of timo and

labor which results from it?

Nor is this the only view of the quootion, demunding our
attention,

‘The principle of emulation is n powerful simulus to exer-
tion, on the part of the pupils,—and properly plicd, it can give
n charm to the dullest lessons.  As a jaded war steed, who
moves nlong with stiffencd limbe, and.drooping head ; when
suddenly tho tread of the marching squadron falls upon hig

car, with head ereet, and flnshing eye, ho chnmps the foaming

Lit, nud struggles to regnin his companions.  Ongo arrived at
his accustomed plice, he manifests no fatigue, but with firm

step, nnd arching neck, he bears the rider along his course.

‘So tho pupil who has no éompanions in hig studies, will falter
and flag, and both whip and spur will fail to produce that cn-
ergy which his studies demand.  But let him bo associnted -

with those of his own ng#, pursuing the same studics, and all
the Inggard will di«nppuu. o stinggles to nmintain his cro-

dit in the clnss and to vie with lis fellows in tho earcer of

lenrning,

We do not defend that selfish emulation, which would tris

umph over the misfortuncs of otliers.  We condemn the sya.
tem of honors and rewands ordinnarily practised, beeause it
tenda to encourage in the youth{il mind, emotions at varinnco
with the spirit of the gospel.  But there is an emulation which
can be effectunily cultivated in largo classes, when under ciwre-
ful mornl traininyg, which bestows great benefits without any
attendant evils,

Another great advantage of classification results from tlio
sympathy of numbers; and as the limita of this article re-
quire us to draw it to a close, we will content oursclves with
glancing briefly at this principle.

Who has seen a crowd of fifty or one hundred boys, o

nearly the same nge engnged at play 2 With what ardor they

rush to and fro. Ifow amimated every countenance, how

joyously thoy shout, how eagerly they contend in fhe fricndly

rivalry ! Hour ufter hour passes away, and still there are no
indications of weariness, and the sefting sun causes the most
unbounded nstonishnent, so fapid has been the flight of time.

Look at another picture, two or three boys ave endeavour-
ing to amusc themsclves at the same gavie which was so full
of ini¢rest to the ﬁ(‘ty ; but with what indifferent success, how
tame it éecems ! An hour has not passed, cre the cox‘oluslon

has foreed itself to eachi mind, that ‘the plny ia hrcsomc, and

with ové consent it is abandoned.
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