
CLINICAL LECTURE.

case of a girl we hud in the hospital about a veart ago, wlo liad fatty
degeneration of the mucles of the leg.

With regard to the treatinent proper to be adopted in cases of the
ineomplete form wh en the lmb is in tihe bent pition-in most books

voit are told tu divide the linstring 'don, but this is onilV necessary
In the municiar form, or it mav lie iece.,sary wien thie tilrous and mus-

cular forms co-exist. The treatmnt if tl.e uncoiiplicnted fibrous formis

is silple, and such as you have often seen nie liave recourse to in the
hospital. The plan i-; to beriing t he limb into tie straigit position by

forcibl extenion, urler the influece of chlorothnn ; a geoi deal of force

is ofemn required to effect this, and vou often hear loud citaks as the

fibrous bands and adhesion are ruptured. Whe you get the limb
straiglit it mnust be placed on a long splint for a few days, after wh; h it
may lie put up iii a starîi bam.dage and the patient allowed to inove
about.

In the comngenitail miscular form it is generally necessarv to divide the
hîamnstring. teido1n ; ii somne cases you nay suvcced in bi inging the leg
straight, after a long process of.splints and sei ews, but it is always doubtiful.
The euter hiamstrintg is the one genierally most affected ; somtie little care
is rCicsy in dividing themi, tspecially the imier ene, which is often in
close relation to the liepliteal artery. After having divided, then you
nay let the patient rest for two or threc dlays, and theni brinig Ihe limb

straight as in tie other form. Wien the disense is of the iysterical kind,
it will bd proper to use forcible extension and conî,titutional remedies,
aloes, the siower bath, and such remedies as are calculated to relieve the
constitutional disorder, and the same rule is to le observed in till cases
wherc the disease is due to constitutional causes.

It might be thought thar forille extension would be likely to set up
infßanmation in the joint, but such is not found to be the case; the syno-
vial membrane resembles the serous menimbane., in ths respect, and they

nppecr to undergo somne change in disease wlici renders them less sensi-
tive t' causes tIhat woud in ealth proluce inflaimuation. We know that
i healih we carnet puincture the peritoneum without danger of produe-
ing inflammnation, but in disease, in dropsies for instance, it nay be punc-
tured tite after timne wyithout producing any sucli result. The synovial
menimbrane appears to beconio modified in a similar way during disease,
and you may, therefore, extend the joints without danger; inedeed it is
astonishing wlut liberties we nay take with a joint unîler such circum-
stances,

After having brouglit the leg into the straight position, it often hap-
pens that the head of thie tibia is thrown a little b tekwards, and tiat t'he


