ERSAIIRE

k3
E:
v

_THE

BBITISI—I AMERIG&N J' OURNAL

MEBE@&L

VOL V] ‘

MONTREAL OCI‘OBI'R lS+9

ANB PHYSEGAL SCEENCE

T S S T ) sio me  desee deni!

*{&do.,ﬁ

Au' XXIX.—ON BLUOD LETT ING IN CIIOLLI\A
)\ By W Muzsnsv M D Quchcc.

Ot’all the diseases that have afilicted the human, race,
‘there s pethaps none that has so completely baffled the
«ill of the Physician, and set at nought all the known
laws. of Physiology and Pathology, as Cholera. Wt,
find among men of the highest professional character
and standing, opinions and facts of the most opposite
and contradictory natures and characters enunciated ;

and the most adverse plan: of treatment alternately ad-
vocated and denouniced with a dcgree of confidence and
pertinacity that: thust: give non-medical readers a very|’
doubtful opinion of our!therapeutic skill ; but the con-
wgzous prmcnple of this disease seems to he made up of
tiote contraries than any other. - This latter subject 1
have already touched upon superficially during the pre-
valence of the late so called epidemic, in the newspapers
of this city, over the signatures of. “Dclm 7 and “ Ep-
el‘u",” but, bemg un'.u]lmg to provol\e a conuovem} on
2y |:cly pmft.s:xonai blleCLt in a non- -professional jour-
nal, | 1’al)at¢uned from followmg up the subject llnouvh
that, chmmel and from notncmg some articles in reply to
mme, not mele]y ﬁom the want o(’ courlos_y, truth, and
‘esa, ‘that pcrvalled zhem, but because I preferred
gsvmv 4 Ia«,ts,” on so nnpor(ant and vital a matter, a

less., ephunerul exisience than they could have had
lhrough a newspaper devoted to general subjects, which
is, fnrtl\e most part laid aside as soon as read, and not
a"am n.fcrn,d to; beoldus havmg attained my pnncxpal
olgect at lhe tnnc, ynz., ‘the arousing the local board of
; health, to a sense of the vital nnporlance of its funcuons.
llhen.fme proml:ul to renew the subjeut through soul
culuuma, aml as I shall be e\pected to do so, I take this

] Opporlunlly \vnh your kmd pumlmon.o['announcmgm)
E nlenllou, asl purpo»e con{'nmg m)aell‘ in my pre~ent
‘ Papjzf' 9! cﬂy m ,the absu:u,t pmnt of uLoon-LE'rTm(. N
| TUE TREA Y ‘r OF, CnoLga. By Cholera, I meaun
gl}lal‘dlsedbe in’ its mo~t e\lended seuae wluch is de.
;acnbeﬁ{lﬂ l?y med:cal \vrllers b) the. various names &
f(lholexa Morbua, Cholem Spasmorhca Cholera Asphyx-
5, Cho]em ]ndlca, @holem prdemlca, Cholera Spora.
dlcn,g‘(:holera Orlcnatlxs, Cholera Aslauca, Mahgnanl

Ciwlela Pesh]ennal Cholera, Comaglous Cholera d.c. {

every, olhex, haq had its advocates and xts antaoomsts
and each has seemed at times to obiam the ad\'anlage
but although 'both parties may oceasienally be wzong
and bLoth right, T thmk each las amved at erroneous ‘
conclusions from au ll]dthl‘lﬂH!laf.L .ulopt.(m or a\oxd—
ance of the practice. 1 must confess my own pledllw~
tion is in its favor.  As pmctuv conemml) puts, lhem) X
to the bluah, I will state the result of a portion of mmc
during the prevalence of Cholera in this city in 18.,.,, m
whu,h circumstances of a paitiful natmc called, thc pub-.
lic attention at the time. My pmbnce then was blwlm«r |
whenever blood could be obtained, even in collapse. and
; am not sure that any betler practice could be adopted
now in very many cases. However, the urCumstancea;
that called for an inv ’stmatxon of the results of. blood-
letting in my pmcuce, \}er@ as fol]ows .——-I had becn
called 1o attend a most pnom'cnw and mmg memben of
the Quebec bar, who had been an old fnend and acl 0
fellow. T had bled inm, ;1~. was’ m} uont, in
cases, before the arrival of another ph}eﬂcmn (bmcc de-
Lea.,cd) who was the family auendmt of anothcx hranch
of the conne\mn, and “lm most ungencrous]y and
cruelly censured my practice in the presence anL he'x
ing of both the patient and his’ friends. The eﬁ‘ects
upon the formcn, whow unbounded conﬁuenm I lnd
hitherto possessed, ‘need scarce be lo]d ——-he dled The
relatives nnmed:ately circulated a rumom tha m) ﬂu,ml
and patient “had leen killed b} bleedmg,” ‘i wh:ch
assertion they were backed by’ the dwlanaf:on of the
Consulting Ph)sncnn. My position and prosPecta “as
well as my age in the profession at the nme, dem'mded
some e\cu\pmon, and T was cons mnned to ‘retain the
professional ‘assistance of* a ‘meémber of the bar, ‘iibw a
Judm,, to carry me over my dlﬂl('ully. A POS'u .7lIo7 temn
exammanon took place, which résuitéd m the usual
qppemam,es, and an investigation of '‘the " issue of”’ fort;
wnsecunve cases of Cllc-!em of similar charactel m
my private practice (aa I “as connected with" (he
{Cholera Hospitals. both 'in 1832 and 1834), xncludmg
my ﬁ'nend’s, was as follows:—Of tlurty-two who' had
been blad, thirty recovered, and two died. Of exght
who had not been bled, sevun dzed and’ only one re-
coveud”" s : AR i

S

‘tB}oodvleumg as a 'herapeulu, means i (‘holera hke
L

¥ The mmcs, rcsxdmcen -and ali the details of thesc cascs aru
on record H and many o!‘thc pereons aro still hvmg emd among us.



