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the vicw here given ofthe Divine pro-
cedure in the governmcnt of tic
%vorld, ail the affaire of wlîich so eîni-
nently tend to the good oÎ tthoseU -; iîo
love in. Are wc flot delightcd tvhen
we reiîd the nuinerouse invitations we
bere receive to approaeh "1,the Fatiier
ýfînercies, and the God of ail grace,
that wîe miay obtain nercy and flnd
grace to help ini every time of need ?"

Are we flot raised to an cnjoynîenIt
unknown to tise mere woriding, wvlieî
we COOteM~plate tic proises fiat raise
us above the frowns of the wvorid,
and inspire us with an order cf? flèi-
ings which. we once supposed to be
only entLiusiasm? And above aIl,
wvhat feelings o? ecstacy are produced
when we consider thse world of' iii-
mortal. giory and happiness wilîih tAie
Bible unfolds to thc Chîristian, and
whicli, as followerso fthîe Saviour, we
hope to enjoy !-

XVe have said, that religion is de-
signed to raise us above the world.
It docs this by slîewing us its truc
nature and value, and placing before
us ai) object infinitely more worthy
our pursuit. Thtat mten arc apt to
fori too high an estirnate o? tise pre-
s-ent state is evident fromi the disap-
pointnîents daiiy experienced by tisose
who attain its good, as %vell as those
wvho do not. Now, is it not infinitely
kind in Itia whio made us, to teil us
the truc character of a -,orid wvhich
tempts our regards; and mîust it flot
tend to our happiticss to be wvarned
o? our cneiiiics, and to be iiivitcd to
objeets that caninot faau in their be-
s3towment opleasure? It is not flic
design of religion to draw us from
Uic pleasu1 es o? tise present state, anid
give us rAotinig i their steacl. Shie
proposes objccts infinitely %'orthy of'
oui' esteem, whiie

1 She points to better wvorlisa~nd leads the way.

And wlien we are enabled to sec the
glories o? heaven, and to indulge a
hope foundcd ou the iînmutable word
o? Jclîovah o? eînjoyirsg it; is it at al

ssîrprisilig tlîat. the goo>d muan cares
but littfe for the present state ? Nay,
would lie îlot pr>ve tiat bis profès-
sion o? religion was vain, if lie could
pursue tie world with lus formeitr
avidity ? Here again tiien we ask,
miust not the miai be filcd wvith plea-
sure wvho lookg abcývo Uhe preserit
world, and confidently expecting ano-
tiser, devotes Iiii-aself entirely to pre-
paration for it? Tue plcasures o? the
w'orid mnust be vain and triflig in
tlsemselves, anîd short in their dura-
dions; but theŽ pleasures tisat descend
l'romn God, while they are utkriowiî
to sense are satisfyinig iii fueir nature,
ri-id et ernal in thvir existence.

ht is the design of fie gospel to
bring us to ïGod. It points vuL die
wav :n whî,--h alone wc e au receive
thc pardon of our inultiplied trans-
gressions, and be interestcd in tise
Divine favour-:-it exhibits a saiva-
Lion infinite in its blcssings, and free
in its l)CStowmeCnts; 10hîle it slîewvs us
hiow thse vite-;t anîd gruiltiest may pos-
sess it :-lt exlsilits the Divine cita-
racter a.s infirsitcl), amiable and Iovely,
and incline J4 t,, pay liiiii thîe worship
thal. lie sojustly requires of us; and
it disposes us to obey Use coîuiniands
that -esit frotu infiuiite wvisdom, puri-
ty, and benevolcîsce. And is there
îlot rvvery thing iii this vicw of the

SU)~tu fill thte lieart w.ith plca.sure?
What 0-an be more delighitful Usan tue
?act, tlîat without nioney arîd without
pricc-witîout the potssession of Lîîy
mioral qualifications, wve inay be recon-
ciicd to God by the death of his Son ?
XViat gives happiuess to Uic exalted
mids of angrels, but the contempla-
tion of the Divine character, and pay-
irsg Iiiuîi worshiip and ebedience ? Oh,
if the possso o? the Divine favour,
and tie eînploymient of angels, wiil tiot
niake a nisan happy, ive L-now flot wliat
%vill..

Finially, it is the province o? religion
to prepare its possessors fbr tht- enjoy-
nment of the lîcavenly wvorld. Let the
awful descriptions giveîi us o?' Uic re-


