THE SOURCE

the view here given of the Divine pro-
cedure in the government of the
world, all the affairs of which so emi-
nently teud to the good of those siilo
love him. Are we not delighted when
we read the numerouse invitations we
here receive to approach the Father
of mercies, and the God of all grace,—
that we may obtain mercy and find
grace to help inevery time of nced ?”
Are we not raised to an enjoyment
unknown to the mere worlding, when
we contemplate the promisesthat raise
us above the frowns of the world,
and inspire us with an order cf fecl-
ings which we once supposed to be
only enthusiasm? And above all,
what feelings of ecstacy are produced
when we consider the world of im-
mortal glory and happiness which the
Bible unfolds to the Christiar, and
which, as followers of the Saviour, we
hope to enjoy !—

We have said, that religion is de-
signed to raise us above the world.
It does this by shewing us its true
nature and value, and placing before
us an object infinitely more worthy
our pursuit. That men are apt to
form tco high an estimate of the pre-
sent state is evident from the disap-
pointments daily experienced by those
who attain its good, as well as those
who donot. Now, is it not infinitely
kind in him who made us, to tell us
the true character of a world which
tempts our regards; and nwust it not
tend to our happiness to be warned
of our enemies, and to be invited to
objects that cannot fail in their be-
stowment of pleasure? It is not the
design of religion to draw us from
the pleasu‘l‘es of the present state, aud
give us nothing in their stead. She
proposes objects infinitely worthy of
our esteem, while

“She points to better worlds and leads the way.

And when we are enabled to see the
glories of heaven, and to indulge a
hope founded on the immutable word
of Jehovah of enjoying it ; is it at all
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surprising that the good wan cares
but little for the present state?  Nay,
would he not prove that his profes-
sion of religion was vain, if he could
pursue the world with his former
avidity ? Here again then we ask,
must not the man be filled with plea-
sure who looks abeve the present
world, and confidently expecting ano-
ther, devotes himself entirely to pre-
paration forit? The pleasures of the
world must be vain and trifling in
themselves, and short in their dura-
tion; but the pleasures that descend
trom God, while they are uuknown
to sense are satisfyiog in their nature,
11d eternal in their existence.

It is the design of the gospel to
bring us to God. It points vut +he
way ‘u whizh alone we can receive
the pardon of our multiplied trans-
gressions, and be interested in the
Divine favour :~—it exhibits a salva-
tion infinite in its blessings, and free
in its bestowments ; while it shews us
how the vilest aud guiltiest may pos-
sess it :~—It exhibits the Divine cha-
racter as infinitely amiable and lovely,
and ineline ds to pay him the worship
that he so justly requires of us; and
it disposes us to obey the comumands
that result from iufinite wisdom, puri-
ty, and benevolence. And is there
not cvery thing in this view of the
subject, to fill the heart with pleasure?
What can be more delightful than the
fact, that without money and without
price—without the possession of zuy
moral qualifications, we may be recon-
ciled to God by the death of his Son ?
What gives happivess to the exalted
minds of angels, but the contempla-
tion of the Divine character, and pay-
ing him worship and cbedience ? Oh,
if the possession of the Divine favour,
and the employment of angels, will not
make 2 man happy, we know not what
will.,

Tinally, it is the province of religion
to prepare its possessors for the enjoy-~
ment of the heavenly world. Let the
awful descriptions given usof the re-




