
ROVING INDIANS.
Qu-e of the crýyingr evils eonnected with the Indian qluestion

is the tendency of the Indian:s to desert, thoir reserves for the pur-
pose of hanging about towns, where they contract drinkin and
other bad habits, and are not only deinoralized themnselves but be-
corne an occasion of lemrnoaliza>tion to others. A case in point is
that of the Rollingr River Indianls, who are scarceiy ever to be
founci upon their reserve, but loiter about the suburbs of such towns
as Minnedosa and Ra.pid City, and live such dissipated lives that it
is impoosible to carry on any eflective mission wvorlc among thein.
Some weeks agro the Presthytery of Minnedosa called the attention
of the Synod's Foreign Mission committee t') this case, and ask-
(A that the Governnient be asked to assist, in keeping these
people on their reserve, atid be asked. also to provide themn
with a fari instruictor, se that thiEy may be encouragced to de-
vote moi e attention to tite culti ration. of their lands. The coin-
inittee wvrote to the Governrnent presenting and endorsing these
requests. The Indian cornnissioner replied as followvs:

CC J bez to informa you that a change was recent-
ly mnaie in the Indian Act for the purpose of giving Agents power
te, deal with Indians loaiing, abouit towvns, in the mianner those of
the Rollingy River baud are said to be doing. I have written to the
Agent te exert himself to put a stop to the practice, which
certa.inly must have a very baneful influience upon tho.;e addict-
ed to it, buit it is sornetimnes very difflcu.t, to prevent, especially
when encouragement is gîven by the settiers. I regret that I ami
unable to sec myv way to recommnending the appointînent of a
firniing.,,instrnctor for the Band in question, but arn instructing the
Agent to have stricter supervision of it, which I think will have at
Icast as good, and possibly better ef¶*ect."
PORTAGE LA PRAIRIE

A visitor to the Portagre la Prairie Indian sehool reports: After
service last Sunday eveningr 1 went down te the Indian sehiool in
Portage lo, Prairie. The two ladies, Misses Walker and Fraser, had
driven down. two miles in the afternooa with a pony and carniage
placed at their disposai by Mrs. McKay "and this is a regular thing),
and had held a service in the little log, church in the woods with
some 40 Sioux. The children in the sehool xvere nine in ntimber,
soine having gene homne to their friends for a day. Ail had been at
church that day, andi as the visitor entered they presented as inter-
esting a picture as, could have been seen in any Christian home.
They sang a hymn in English (Louis&, one of themselves, accom-
panying on the harmonium), and then another in Sio«ux. The newv
school house adjoining the mission building is approaching comple-
tien, and will accQmmodate 9,5 pupils. After reading the 23rd P.SR..lr
and leading,û in a short prayer the visitor left.. cheered and delighited.
wvit1i what he hiad seen. Two or thrce years of this school bas
completely ehanged the attitude of these Indian rcf'ugees.


