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of the outward forms of Mohammedanism, but there is also among the
upper and middle classes, cspecially on the ecastern coast, widespread
doubt. A missionary writes 1 ““ There are very plain indications of au
andercurtent of scepticism and free thought, Indeed, to any one who
Jnows the Mohammedans intimately, it is scarcely an wundercurrent at all.
1 know men in the mosb learned Mobhammedan society of B—— who,
judged by their dress and outward appearance, would be taken for bul-
warks of the Mohammedan religion, and who yet have no more belief in it
{han Professor Huxley has in Christianity. One of these men astonished
me by his expressions of downright loathing of the religion of which he
is a professed teacher.”

1t would be foreign to the special object of this paper, and altogether
beyond its scope, to give any detatled description of the doctrines and
pr:xcticcs of Islam. It may suffice to say with regard to them all, that
Joliness of heart has absolutely no place in the religion of Mohammed,
and that just as polygamny, unlimited concubinage, and divoree, being
regarded as of Divine sanction, are not in the least degree revolting to the
moral sense of its votaries, so there is no connection, cither in fact or in
popular cstimation, between the most rigorous observance of the outward
forms, which are of its very essence, and a holy life.

Arabs are not in the least deccived by what they know to be merely
ontward and ritual, and wholly without effect upon the heart ; they draw,
in fact, an unfavorable inference from much outward show of religion. In
North Africa they have a saying, ‘“ Shun a man who has made a pilgrim-
age to Mccea once ; live not in the same street with one who has per-
formed it twice ; and reside not in the same country with one who has
visited the Kaaba thrice,”” T once myself formed one of a circle of some
{wenty guests in the house of an Arab gentleman, who (excepting myself),
when the cvening adtham, or call to prayer, sounded forth from the
mosque, joined the host in the most solemn and impressive recitation of
the prayers, with the preseribed genuflexions and prostrations, but of
whom lic afterward privutcly declared that every one was a thief, handing
me at the same time the key of a room where he had had my baggage
lucked up, and warning me to be on my guard. The true Christian idea
of prayer appears to be wholly wanting, though in times of great distress
short cjaculatory prayer will be put up. The intercession of sainis is
much resorted to 3 prayer is offered at their tombs. At times the poor
peeple, failing to xeecive an answer to such prayers, resort in their despair
to necromancy.

In Arabia the women “‘ pray.”” ‘¢ At home,’’ says Mr. S. M. Zwemer,
“2 Jatger proportion observe the times of prayer than do the men.”

f (This is not the case in North Africa.) In the towns girls seldom, and
Loys never, < pray,” until they are over twelve years of age. Women
are seldom or mever allowed to attend the public prayers in the mosque.
Few of the Arabs can read, perhaps not above 10 per cont of the dwellers



