
American luîssionaries constantly render cicrical services to Britishi
missions thtat have ne0 ordained nîiissionaries. Tlîcy also supply ail the
othcr mnhssions to the best of tlieir abiiitv %vith the Seriptures anîd of îcr
books and tracts tliey nccd, as the Aincricani Press at Beirut is thec oniy
considerable Arabie publishing bouse of wli I know for the religions
world. And thecy furni-sh the obier missions to no simli ext.ent witlî ncedcd
native lielpers, trained by therun, ~îwnas thiey do tlic ilost eolip* and
extensive educational systei ii. thec Arabic-spcakeein- worid.

The othter missions rcciproc-ate itot oiy by thecir large patronizing of
tie Aincrican Press, but also by contributing a ,-ood proportion of the
congregations and memnbership attachced te the Amnerican IMission, and se
thle good worlc goes on. One instinctively asks liow se strcnig an agencyi
in se small a country is justified. The nmissionary imnportance of the
Syrian ficld is net inainly sentimental. It docs net hanlg ehicfiy upon.
Syria's unique proinincuce in sacrcdl history. Nature lias made tais littie
land the iink tlîat, binds; together the tliree great Easteru continents, and
tlhe gatcway te Asia, the Inost iopuloius of those continents. Hence it

bas always bcen a sort of inetropolis of ivar and commrerce for the world, i
a national junction, so to spcak. \Vhat country mvas cirer swept se often,
aud by se various contending arnnieç? Wliat cointry evcr changced mastersf
se inany times?1 What country cirer domninatcd for so long a tinie t.he
werld's commerce, whethier by sea, throufflî centuriies of Phoenician mari-
finie suprelnacy, or by land, through the worId-fiamcd caravan-routes, te
India and thé- East! Just at prescrit the openitîî- of the Suez Canal lias
deflected titat immiense Orienital trade, but whcin, the incritable raiiroads te
Bagdad, Persia, India, and China are opened, Syria is sure te recever
sorte of the commercial laurel.s- that De Lesseps and ]lis coadjutors haveI
wrcstcd froni lier. Consideriîng aIse Uic paranmoint historie and religfions .
intercst tliat attaches te Svria ini the ininds of thîe foIloivcrs of Uhc tliree

gmat~ book religions of thie ~vrd4wChristians, and Muslimç--and
retnembering thuat lier pe-pile art not iiifitted, lilys$icaiiy, nmrntaiyj and
Inorliy, te, play an important part iii ic Iiistory it is te be, we unay
conffdcntly asscrt iliat the attentioni nlrcady 1-cstoweil mpon. Syria by
evangelical niissionary agencies Sie ckîes or accident, 'but dic guid-
auc of the Divine Spirit Nvliose Icadinggs tlicy Alhave songlit, and -wbe,
in üjicearly dawn of lîistziy, fixed, upoui Syrig as pcculiarly thc land of
Ilis chie. [n se larg and s0 roinantic a nisionary constellation as
Uîat o! h Uic 'Ioly onid"en nmust iiiake- semae discûmînt fer flic cornet,1
ic meoteer, and circa Utc igrnsfaIuus classes%; înissionery lînninaries wheo

ac iUîcr eccentrio teiiporary, erratie, spxsniedic, or evninjurious.
0f ic vwholc force, Uîiree fiftlis arc laies, oe e sxalI of whom =Oe

Âàmcicanis, one lîsif arm Britishi, :andl eue fouri ecil German alld &meni-
uan. Onc fourth arc <' iiedical" umliselinaries- aldla ohall <'educationial" u
,inaiis 'while a large proportion cf t1ia tiine of Uic remaining oee
foîut iq aise aeveted te, Uic edtîcat7tial liraxicli. Tire Ïcils, first Jeru-
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