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both Churchmen and Nonconformists, dranken-
ness hos been and fs still bolng diminished in
theso islands, and there is every reason to bo-
lieve that before long public opinion will de-
mand of the Legislature that steps should be
takon to remove, wholly or partially, the temp-
tations which now make it so difficult for weak

men to lead sober Hvea.
7t is not for us nor for the bishopsathome to

suggest to your lordship or your clergy the best
means for deallog with similar evils in our colo-
nies and dependencies, and in the heathen coun-
tries fn your own parts of the world. But we
have felt it our duty to bring to your notice the
painfal accounts that have reached ug, and to
assure you of our warmest and most earnest
sympatny with any efforts that you may see fit
to make to deal with the serious dificulty. Yoa
may have the means of influencing your Legis-
Iature; you may do much to form public opin-
jon; you can at least mako it plain to all men
that the Church is not, and never can be, indif-
forent to this yreat sin. In whatever you may
be able to do in this matter you may be assared
that the Bishops at home are supporting your
action with their earnest prayers, and, where
co-operation is found possible, with their most
hearty co-operation.”’ — EDWARD CANTAUR, W.

EBoR, F. LoNDIN,
A GENERAL MISSIONARY CONFERENCE
IN LONDON IN 1888.

IN October, 1878, a General Confer-
ence on Foreign Missions was held in
London. Upwards of 150 members
represented nearly 40 distinct mis-
sions. Six American missionary so-
cieties were represented in the num-
ber. Much information was elicited,
and considerable missionary stimulus
was given,

Arrangements have been begun
for the holding of another such con-
ference in London, in 1888, Forty
European Missionary Agencies are
represented in the call, and the
American societies are to be invited
to send delegates, The Committee
say that they ¢‘are most solemnly
impressed with the convietion that
there has never been a tiwe, since
the days of the apostles, when it
was of more urgent importance than
it is now, that all who love the Lord
Jesus Christ in sincerity should labor
‘in the unity of the Spirit and the
bond of peace,’ in order that *the

gospel of the kingdom of God’may
be carried out into all the world
and preached ‘unto every creature.’

INTERNATIONAL DEPARTMENT.
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They, therefore, entreat that earnest
and continued prayer may be offered
unto God by His people, that it may
please Him in all things to direct
their efforts, as a Committee, on be-
half of the proposed Conlerence, and
eventually to grant such an out pour-
ing of His Holy Spirit upon its meet-
ings, that His cause shall mightily
prosper, and His name be exceedingly
glorified in the ingathe'ring of great
multitudes in every part of the
earth, into the kingdom of His dear

Son Jesus Christ.”

The Committee have classified the
ends aimed at under three heads, viz.:

1st. ‘To turn to account the experience of the
past for the improvement of the methods of
Missionary enterprise in the foreign field.

2d, To utilize acquired experience for the im-
provement of the methods for the home manage-
ment of Foreign Mis<.ons.

8d. To seek the moro entire consecration
of the Churchof God, in all its members, to the
great work committed to it by the Lord.

The following Topics have been
suggested for comsideration, subject
to modification :

I. MODES OF OPERATION IN THE FOREIGN

PIELD. .
1st. Self-Support and Self-Government in Na-

tive Churches.

2d. How to Educate Native Evangelists and
Pastors, and to stimulate the higher life and en-
thusiasm of converts for the conversion of the
heathen.

3d. How to adapt Missionary methods to the
different states of Civilization or Barbarism
among heathen nations: (a) Education. (9)
Woman's Work. (¢) Medical Missions, etc.

4th. How to adapt Missionary methods to the
different forms of Religion among non-Chris-
tian peoples; especially those having sacred
books.

5th. The providing of Christian literaturs for
Converts in all parts of the Mission Field.

6th. The proper treatment of such questions
as Polygamy, Slavery, Caste, the Marriage of
Intants and of Widows, etc.

XI. METHODS OF MANAGEMENT AT HOME.

1st. Comity of Missions, or their relation to
one another and to their respective spheres of
Iabor ; and the apportioning unoccupied flelds
to different Societles.

24. The Choice and Training of Missionaries
with reference to differont spheres of labor.

8d. The natureand extent of the Control to
be exercised over IMissions by Committees or
Churches at home.

4th. Support of Missions, and Finance.

II. THE MUTUAL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE
ORURCH AND MISSIONS.




