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grently depcnd oin the' stateofni that s>o-
cwIY iii wlirlitliey arc called tea labour.
lit toe limeofni the Clitrchi iiînnîcdiatelv
sticcecdincr the apostolic, oniv a sinl
proportion ni Ille people in anly colin-
try could read. lIfthe Chîristian iîis-
ter, in such an uago, were only able to
rend the scriptures iii tho vornacular
tangute, lie lind so l'ar ant advaîîtage aver
the bulk aif his auditory, and wns able to,
instraet thoîn. At a mîîch Inter period
%vlîelî I'opish darl<ness begani to over-
Sproad the Church,îîot nnly the body of'
the people rr flot; able to rend, but
evcni multitudes oif the priesis wvere un-
able.-At tIii period, noeverthicless,
wlîatever lcaruîingy roînainoîl wvas to bo
fionnd amolug the priestlîood h lence ta
read and wvrite wvero thon esteeniedl
clerical accornplishrnents. Now this
eplorable ignorance in the Clergy
inigl bo tolerablo in an age when aven
Kings cauld flot sigti tlheir awn naines,
and Mion the mn powerful of' their
barons hall uîever even seen a book, or a
pen ;a loarned ministry for sticl Kings,
barons, and peoplo, miglit not; bo very
necessary ; but a mnore irnprovcd state.
of soceoty must evîdontly require higlicr
qualifications in its religious instruc-
tors.

It is proper ta advert, in connoction
with titis state and cra ai the Chutrch,
ta the evils whieli resuhotd tram sncb
ig-norance in the priesthuod. During
titis total cclilise at' a!l learningT the
corruptions af l>opcry werc engendor-
cd. The priests in gencral not boing
able cither ta read. or write; 8z copies ai
the seriptures being only ta bc found on
the most obscure sliolves ofilibraries
the Ward ai God ceased ta o tho guido
and standard ofithe Church, and d-ac-
trines were inculcated, and ceremanies
enjoined, and pretensions set up, whichi
m~ver could have existed had the Blibie
heen .n general circulation. Let it e

observed, tliat w'e zîseri;,e tlie v. urzit et
thioe corruptiaons '.il di liorîii the

ilian tho wilfii rîorver.sion oft ti!, es
liou'l. '.1hey did flot kîînov whlen tliey
w-.ere misleql nr.d nupyoseil oit hV tlîeir
Ccclesiastical rides, bocaurtle tlîey hlli
îîat the scriptures ta, whicli they îîiight
appel, nor the Ienringi ilece.-snry to,
îîualify tijein to nmakec it, and lience
spnce was îdi'orded fuor the growti ao'
tlîat corrup~tsvstein, wicli lias for ninny
a-es enthralled Chiristenidoiin,nnd wlmieh
is stili perpetinitoil in those portions uor
it,iwlîort the I*rco use ai tle scrip)tnres iz
inrbiddonl to the peapfle-or wlicre th(.
p)coplebemlg denied instruction iii the
art or readingi cannoa peruiso thoni.
Ild the early Christians Possesseil the
ability ai sprending tho blessings ai
eduication witlî the truths ai tho gospel,
or hadl the Roain Einperors whleîî they
reccivcd the C/iris tian priesthaad under
their protection, been at the saine turne
duly solicitous for tlîe education oftheir
subjeets, wo rniglit almtost venture to
asseri. tlîat the stronhn ai sacred trutti
hall thon corne dlown ta, us unpolluted.
But tho school was not in that age
deeîncdl an essenticl buttress ai the
temple ; no provision was mnade for the
education af the people ; tho priests4
originally îîot mulit tlieir superiars,
suffl iii procoss ai tinte to tlîeir level,
and errars ofithe rnosýt perniciaus and
inveterate description engrafted thein.
selves ant the systei ai revealed truth,
and noiv plcad, and wvith znany suecess-
fully, their antiquity, as a reason for
tlieir coutinuance. Such melancholy
faets in the histary ofitle Church may
serve ta point out the general cannec-
tion between an educated priesthood,
and an educated people. Whea the
people are Weil instructed,the standard
oiqualification muet rise axnong their
religious teachers. On thme contrary,


