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YALE LECTURES ON PREACHING. |
BY HENRY WARD BRECHER.

l
The following are a few extracts from |
a course of Lectures delivered before the
students 0oF Yale Theologicd Cullege,
New H:wen, by IIenry Ward Buccher,
and specially reported for the CiisTIN
Uxtox. If it is in small type, we com-
mend this a-ticle to our readers. They
will find enough of truth and soberness,
originality, and real genius in these utter-
ances of the greatest of mhdern preachers
to repay a c.reful perusal.  Sypeaking of |
the Bible, we find the following in
reference to
175 ADAPTEDNESS TO COMMON LIFE.

Then I find another thing, namely, that it is 1|
ook which is pitched to the key of common |
li‘e, and not to an artificiu Key.  Many a man
wizhes that the Bible had not been, in some res- !
pects, just what itis.  Many prople wish that |
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these differentiations should have prodaced men

j 30 exactly alike; that the hasilar fac ilties, and

the perceptive taenbiies, and the reflective facul-
ties sivuld have b on sy ideaticat in all the race
that one man could under<tand another. and
that men of different siochs could reason
w'ih cach other. Suchi thung would be an im-
possibility.

What I say is, that in the one comoreliensive
race, in all the minor races included in it, there
are certan underlyiag particilars which ave the
same :and the word of Gud adidresses itself 10
them.  To be sure, we have in it some philuso-
phical langnage, hut what was philusophy 1
tho<r day s ofcthe world when the B.ble was con-
<tructed ? - Rolomon, it is trie, had some time
(aside from hizdomestic care-, in which to phil-
osophize : hut compare the philosophy of Presi-

cdent Porter with the proverbs of ~ Solomon.

Compare Cousin’s writing <, compare Sir Will am
Hamiltons writings, comyare the writings of
any modern master of philusophy with the phil-
asophy of the olden time. Then, philosophy
wis 1 collection of proverbs 1t was the wisdom
of the people reduced 1o its narrowest, simplesi,
and mast striking form; so that nowhere in the
0!d Testament is there a large generic view of

the Bible produced more sudden amd startling | the moral gover ament of God over this world.
s naation, or that it had certain trem~hdous , There is nowhere in the carly writings of the
strokes in it which should ov rawe the winds | Bible any svstematic teacluing in respect 1o
of men, or fascinate their imaginations.  Many | human nature, _

persons want the B'ble to act on men as| In our day men wonder at Bishop Butler's
Sinai acied on the common people who were at | writings, a1d speak of him as the originator, in
us base; and if it had acted on them thus, they | his time, of new schools, which, as it were,
would have b.-en affected aboutas th Israelites | sprang from his loing 1 do not undertake to
were, who_hearing the voice of the thunder and ) <ay that he taught the presence of that same
worshipping G »d one day, danced around a calf ; d'vine creative genius in the natural world
tite next. which is pointed out all the way through the

Now. [ fnd in gaing the wigh the Bible, scarcely !
a single element which when it was written was
not familiar to the miads of the conuznon peuple.

Bible, and in harmony with which the Bible it-
sellis construcied , but although he did not say
expreasly what he thought, brvond a question

In other words, it took its keynote fram thase | he did think that the Bible wags the highest and
great qualities which are common to humaaity, | the sublimest part of the natural world, and
and addreased its~l0 t+ them.  In every age and s that it was natural, not in the sense in which
in all nations, men are very much alike; the ] we speak of nature as degraded, but in the
great underlying clemen of bumanity is the  sense that it belonged to that unitary work in
same in all race-stocks.  Men are said to have ; which things dpb\'sxcal, things social, things in-
<rung from five primitive stocks 1 believe that | tellectual, and things mqm:i are intersphering
the revered Agassiz and oth s have thought and moving together. Without a doubt it was
tat the mce praceeded from twenty different i his belief that the creation of God's Word is
stocks. T donot kacw about that: but of this | part and parcel of the whole advancement
I am sure, thay if they did start fram twenty | which is taking place in mankind.

differeat stocks, they all had the same mould;'i The Bible, therefure, is a hook for men, and
breause it is bavond all conception ar belief, it | for men that are low down in the seale—fur to
is out of the guestion, that there should lmvc' this day nine-tenths of the inhabitants of the
been five, or ten, or fiftern, or tw nty variations ' globe are but children, or are less intelligent
of nature ; that there shoild have been numer- ! than children among us. So that the great
ous differentiations resulling in man, and that work of the Bible in the warld is begun, but



