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Tay mgit isdark ! behold the shade was deeper,
In the old garden of Gethsemane,
When the ealim voice awoke the weary sleeper,
« Couldst thou not watch one hour alonc with ms ?

O thou, so weary of thy self-dewials,
. And so impatient of thy little cross,
s it 50 hard to bear thy little trials,
T'o count all carthly things a ganful loss?

What 1f thou always sufter tritalation,
And if Christian warfure never cease ;

'Tho gaining of the quict habitation
Shall gather thee to everlastng peace,

But here we all mast suffer, wathing loncly

‘The path that Jesus once bimself hath rone ;
Watch thon in paticnco through this dark hour only,—
* “[Lis ono dark hour, betore the cternal dawn,

Tho captive’s onr may pausc upon tho galley,
The soldier sleep beneuth his Pluu.cd crest,
And Peace may fold her wing o’cr hill and valley ;
But thou, O Christian, nust net take thy rest.

‘Thou must walk on, however man upbraid thee,

With him who trod tho winc-press all alone;
Although thou find no human hand to aid theo,—
_ No human soul to commprebend thine owa.

Wilt thou find rest of soul in thy retunming
To that old path thou hast so vainly trod ?

Hast thou forgotten ull thy weary yearning -
To walk among the ghildren of thy God,—

Faithiful and steadfast in their consccration,
Living by that high faith to thee so dim,
Declaring before God their dedication,
So far from thee, beeause so near to llim ¢

Canst thou forget thy Canistiun superseription,—
¢ Behold, we count them happy which enduro 2
What treasuse wouldst thon, inthe laud Egyptian,
Reptass the stormy water to secuse 2

Poor wendenng soul! I hnow thot thou art sccking
Some casicr way, as alt hzve <ought hefore,

To silence ke reproach@l inwanl speakingr,—
Some landward path unto an isiand shore.

‘The cross 3> heavy in thy human measure,—
The way too narrow for thine inward pride;

Thoy canst ot lay thine intelicciual treasurs
At the tow footstool of the crucified.

Oh, that thy fuithless soul, on: great hous only,
Worid comprehend the Chrictian’s perfect life—
Dospised with Jesus, sorrowful and lonely,
Yet calmly looking upward inats sinfe.

For poverty and selt-renunciation,
‘The Father yvicldeth bask 2 thousand-fold -
Tn the calm stillness of regeneration
“Cometls n joy we never knew of old.

To meek obedience to the heavenly Teacher,
Thy weary sol ean findits only peace ;
Secking 1o aid from any human creaturo,—

Looking to God alone for his release.

. . And he will come in his own timo and power,
To sot bis earnest-bearted children free
‘Watch only through this dark and painful hour,
Angd the bright morning yct will break for thee.
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. PROGRESS OF, GHRISTIANITY IN INDIA.®

Further.couth, on the same coast, there are the
-jatetesting. Missions of ‘tho Church Missionary So-
- evety in the native states of Travancore and Cocbin.
Y havo not been Jong ongugh in Tudia to remember
the commencement of those Missions, but I bave
twice.visitedtbeir principal stations, and on tho oc-
cesion.of ¥ vecond visit, after 2o interval of nino
yoarsy aaboth.tho number of missionaries and
tho nomber of pative Christians unde: their care
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neatly double. It was particularly gratifying to
find that the new converts who had been gathered in
wero not like the first converts, prosclytes from the
Syrian Church—an old and interesting, but corrup-
ted, Christian communion,—but were direct acces-
sions frum heathenism, especially from classes of
heathens that bad never heen reached.  Aunongst
those newly-reached classes are the ** Hill-kings,” o
raco of rude aboriginal mountaineers, living mostly
in trees, aud rarely before scon by any Juropean
oye. The Church Missionary Society’s Missions
in those dustricts, comprise 5,400 converts, who kave
to contend with greater diflicultica than any other
nativerChrristiaas in soutbern India, in conscquenco
of the heathoniem of the Malay:ila peoplo being the
most intense and fanatieal with which 1 ain acquain-
tﬁd’ and the govermmnent of the country being hea-
tuen.

Further south still, in tho Tamil portion of the
Travancore country, are tue Missions of tiie London
Slissionary Sovctety, the mos. important and suc-
cessful Missions of that Society in India, and which
in tho list of Indian rural Mission rank nest to
these of the Cumich of Eudland in Winnevelly. In
connesion with twose Missivns thoro are upiards of
15,000 czuverts to Christianity, nearly all of whom
speak the same finguage as our own comverts in
Tinnevelly, belong o the same castes and classes,
and may be regarded as the same peuple; and
though in puint of numbers they uro considerably
bebind our Winnevelly Christians, yet ia education,
pulhic .pirit, missivnary zeal, and liberlity in con-
tributions to charitable objects, they have madey in
proportion to their numbers, at least equal progress,

1 wow come, last of all, to Tiooevelly, the pro-
vince in which it was iy own privilege to labour
during the greater part of iy Indian life. * Tiane-
volly 18 tho most southern previnoe ontho Coroman-
del coast, Iying immediately to the soutlrof Maduza,
and though a peculiarly hot, sandy, and unattrac-
tive regon, it clains to be regarded by the Chris-
tian with peculiac intercet ; for there the eye and
beart, wearied with heathenish sights, are gladdened
Ly the sight of the largest, the most thriving, and
the most progressive Christian eommunity in India.
Tue only Missions anywhere in the East which are
said to be equally progressive, arc those of the
Amcrican Bapiizts amougst the Kailus in Barmah
but as 1 am not personally acquainted with those
Missions, 1 am unable to say whether this represen-
tation is correct.  [n subsequent communications I
bope to dexcnibe more fully the Missions in - Tinne-
velly ; it will suflice at present to say, that in that
province alone, tirough the united instrumentality
of the Church Missionary Socicty and the Sverety
Jor the Propagation uf the Guspel, 20 missionary
distzicts bave been formed ; Cunistian congregaiiuns
have been o:tablished in 627 villages; 42,009 zer-
sans—nen, women, and children—have been res-
cusd from heathenezin and  broughi under Christian
instruction, of wuum 26,000 have been baptized,
and 1,509 are coninunivants ; 10,000 children are
receiving instruction in Christian  schicols; 11 con-
verted Hivdds bave beco admived to the miuistry
of the Cuurch of England ; and votw, amongst other
signs of approaching waturity, considerable progress
is being made by the native Church towards tie
suppost of its uwn juctivwions without forcign aid.
It 15 true that inuch rezins to be done before our
Christian edizmunity w Tinnevelly ie in all respects
worthy of the Christian name, and that there, as
clsewnere, Chiristian profession and public spirit are
not always accompanied by pessonal piety. Tt is
also true, that in that province alone more than a
mullion of souls remain beathens still ; Lat it is ne-
cessary, and very censolatory, to bear in mind that
in what has already been accomplished there is much
rcason for thankfulness, and that the degree in
which old things have already passed away is on
cncouragement for us to bope that in due time all
things will become new.

At a former period it used to be said that it was
impossible to convert tho Hindus. Now that the
poseibility of their. conversion bas been proved by
the conversion of a considerable number, the poiut
of attack bas changed, and it is asserted that all the
-conversions that arc spoken of are valucless, for
thero -is no sincerity.in Hindd Christianity. Thoy

who say 8o, whatever be their own ideas of Christi-
wa 207w (N _a Ra? P T e B N

——

anity, tako so littlo interest in tho gliffusion of its
benefits, that they are content to remain profoundly
ignorant of what missionaries aro doing, and of the
real condition of the native Christian community.
It is u significant faot, that whem porsons of this
class aro awakoned to spiritual life, they invariably
make tho discovery that there i3 o reality in DMis-
sionayy labours which they had not expected to find +
the moro they know, the more they aro gratified.
In a subsequent paper I shall endeavor to give a
fair estimato of Hindi Clristianity, and to prove
that, whatever be its defects, it includes a large
amount of real sincerity ; but I may here remark
that the liberality with which the rcligious members
of the AungloIndian community contribute to mise
'onary purpases is a pleasing testimony to the real-
ity of the work which is going forward.  Though
the Englishb in India do not number more than
60,000 souls, the great majority of whom aro pri-
vate soldiars, the average amount whieh is enntribu-
ted in India for the promotion of Missionary objects
has been estimate? at ebout £40,000 per anpum.
The list of Contributors will be found to include the
names « £ muny judges and magistrates, heads of de-
partments and governors, men of high official stand-
ing and of long Indian experierce, who, testify, not
only by their contributions, but oftentimes by their
coungel and co-opcration, their estimate of the im-
portance of the work. Ther: is something instrue-
tive also in the proportionate amount of thdir sub-
seriptiong.  If tho eyo runs down a list of Anglo-
Indian contributions ¢y any missionary object, more
dJonations of 100 rupees (£10) will be discovered
than of sovereigos in tus country.

It is an interesting featuro of real missionary work
everywhere, and certai 1y not less so in India than
ia other parts of th. world, that it is carried on
with 20 smull an  admixtaro of party spirit,  In
Tinnevelly, ‘or example, we may confidedtly say,
** Behold how good and jogful it is for bretbren to
dwell together in unity.””  Generally, the Society
Jor the I’ropagation of the Gospel and the Chureh
Missionary Society have chosen different and dis-
tant s Jheres of labour ; the former Jabodring chiefly
in the Colunits, the latter exclusively amoogst tho
Leathen : but in India the spiritual care of our own
countrymea being provided for by the East India
Company’s Leelesiastical Establishment, aided by
the cffurts of Additional Cleray Societies, the Soci-
ety for the Propagation of the Gospel is set free to
labour, like the younger society, amongst the hea-
tien alune , and in Tinnevelly, the wissionaries of
poth socicties Jabour not oulyin adjacent districts
of the same provinee, but in one and the same de-
partment of work.  Under these circumstances
svme antagonism or jealuvsy might possibly have
been apprehunded ; Lut so far from anything of the
kind cver having appeared, 1 only wish that all
Christ’s ministers in tbis country were Jalorring in
their Mastur’s cause with znything like cqual bar-
mony and brotherly cordiality. T'wo Bishops of
Madras, the Bishop cf Caleutta, and the Bisbop of
Victoria, have observed, and recorded their gratifi-
cation in ob:erving, the good fecling which exists,
snd 1be last publie expression of that feeling which
took p'zce before I left Linnevelly was one which
was peeuliarly interesting to myself. The iissiop-
aries znd a few of the Kuropean catechists of Loth
,sucieties met in my liouse fof* prayer and
conference, and for the traussction of Dbusiness
connected with various societics which are supported
in common ; 2nd on that accasion I had the pleasure
of receiving twenty-cizht guests, of whom nincteen
belonged to the Churck Mission, and nine to the

Society for the Propagation of the Gospel  Seven
of the guests were native clergymen  Whatever

differences cxist, or are supposed to cxist, between
the two socicties, they .relate, not to actual wission-
ary. wgrk, but 10 prélimivarics ; and when once
those preiimiparies aro settled, when wissioraries of
cither suciety have actually beea appointed to a sta-
tion, and,their work is comwmenced, no appreciable
difference remains. T

All labour alike undercpiscopal superintendepge,
with the samo purpose in view, in the same spirit,
and in substantial conforimity o the samo principles
of action. The only strife which I ever obsorved
between the two socicties was of a fricadly, Chris-
tian sort, which conduced greatly to tho advanfage



