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1tis not necesaary to observe how
Lorrible the (orture of the interroga-
tory with scourging is: formerly it
was the bastinado that was infiteted :
te- day it is redsabout three fect long
thatare employed, the emis of
which are furnished' with lead to
increase the force ofthe stroke.
Sometimes by bribing the cxecn-
tioner, one succeeds in inducing
him to be a little less severe on the
suiierer 5 but if the executioner ex-
erts all his skill the wretched!
victim is left half dead, and the body
all bloody ; for, sometimes, the rods
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scllor, you are obliged to hirg some
one initiaféd 'in all the chicauery
practised heré, who secretly con-
ducts,your case as well as may be,
»nd even this much is forbidden by
the laws. Europe, civilized by
Christianity, seems to attribuie to
philosophy what paganism clearly
shows is due solely to theRedeemer
of mankind. . ‘

lic iollowing is. the, letter.ad-
dressed by Mr. Comfay o his pa-
reuts after he hed undergonethe
torture. . ‘
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take away picces offlesh. I shovld!«“My pEar FaTner anp Mornes,

wish to be able to add some details
on the examinaticns Mr. Cornay
underwent ; but as the courts of
justice are always private, nothing
transpires but what the parties in-
terested may disclose in secret. Af-
ter that it cannot be a matter of sur-
rise, if Annamite justice dispenses
ife or death according as base cu-
pidity may find it its interest to do.
kHaving witnessed this pagan legis-
lation 1 cannot sufficiently admire!
our judicial forms in Europe;
though the passions of men may
sometimes also turn them to their
own purposes. But how admira-

| tears to my eyes; but the tholg

ble the privilege of having an ad-

My blood has been already made
to flow in the midst of torments,
and it is to flow twu or three.times
y~t before I am quartered.and he-
headed.  The anguish yor must
feel. when those details shall-havé,
reached you, has alrcady brought
thrat when vou shall read this Tetter
I shall be in Heaven to intercede
for you, has consoled me both on'my
own account and on yours. Do
not then mourn the day of - mg
death, it will be the happlest of my
life, because with it my happiness
shall begir, and iy sufferings have

vocate,—~a privileee not refused {an end. The torments which T am
even to thé meanest criminal ! and;to endure, are not after: all -abso-
what wisdom in the legislation of jlutely eruel : 1 am not to be scourg»
the Hebrews, to forbid the judges:ed a second time, till my first
to receive presents!  To conceive | wounds are -eured. - -1 shall not pe
to what an ex-css abuses may, be | tortured with the pincers, nor shal} .
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