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HOLDING WHEAT.

The erratic course of the wheat mar-
ket during the past crop year is large-
ly responsible for the tendency now
shown among farmers to hold their
grain for higher prices, The situa-
tion durlng the past year was such
as to warrant higher prices than had
raled during recent previous Jyears,
owing to the light world’s crop and
dimmishing supplies, There was noth-
ing, however, in the situation to
warrant the tremendous advance in
prices during the Lelter speculations.
The market was & manipulated one,
and it may be many years again be-
fore wo shall witness such a high state
of manipulation as was then muade ap-
parent. The farmers who got a taste
of the high prices which were brought
about In this way, aro loth to sell

ut the much lower values now
ruliog. They remomber the
tempting prices that wero

pald such a2 short time ago and they
naturally hope that there may be an
early reccurrence of somewhat simllar
conditions, The many war rumors
which have disturbed the world of late
add further to the hope of the holders
of grain that there way be another
big sdvance in prices, such a8 was ex-
perienced during the last crop year.
As wheat in Manitoba Is now rullng
on & basls of winter freight rates, it
would scem that farmers who have
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good gramary accommodation cannot
run o very great risk of lower prices
by holding for a while, At the same
timo it must be noted that, aslde
from possible war troubles or specula-
tive manipulation, the outlook is not
as favorable for holding wheat a8 it
was & year ago. A yoar ago two ex-
porting  countries—Australia ‘and
Indin—~were Importing whent, and
craps were light in Europo. This year
wo have lfberal crop returns from
nearly ali wheat countries, The cust
of holding should algo be taken into
cousideration.
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SEED GRAIN.

The Commerctal made reference re-
cently to the possibllity of damage
to the germinating power of a .part
of the wheat crop, tbhrough the long
continuea wet weather. 1t is well
kuown that dampness Is destructive
to the life germ of seeds, and it oc.
curred to The Commercial that pos.
sibly the portlon of the wheat crop
long exposed to the wet weather,
might be rendered unfit for seed pur-
poses. We have learned of several
cates of farmers who contemplated
selling thefr dry grain and lolding
thelr damp wheat for seed. Fortu-
nately the quantity of damp graln is
not as great as was at one vime ex-
pected. Nevertheless it would be un-
fortunate if even a few persons should
meet with disaster through the sow-
ing of bad seed.

In another column of this issue we
publish & communication from Dr.
Saunders, director of the experimental
farms. In which hie again reminds larm-
ers that the department will test, free
of charge, any sumples of seed for-
warded for this purpose. Dr. Saund-
ers emphasizes the fear expressed Ly
The Commercial that some of the grain
has been rendered unfit for seed. Thoso
who are doubtfu{ as to the value of
their grain for sced purposes, should
take aavantage of this means of
having it tested. . . '

WINNIPEG WATERWORKS
SOLD.

The Winnipeg Waterworks company
1as acceptea the amended offer uf the
city councli to purchase the plant and
works of the company for the sum ot
$284,500. The Commerclal congratu-
fates the city upon the settiement of
this vexed questioa. While many con.-
slder that the price pald is too high,
we belleve, taking all matters Into con-
2lueration, that the city bas made a
gona bargain. No doubt the actual
net value of the plant to the eity is
conslaerably less than the price pald,
but we helleve 1t iy worth more than
the excess over net value to pave the
waterworks company out of the way.
A dual waterworks system would have
been a great disadvantage to the
clty. Bestdes this, the clty Is now
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in & position to go ahead at once with
the new system. ‘The city will alse
stdud In a better positton in tinancial
circles, which will result to our advant.
age in future finauctal operations. ‘The
Commorctal always favored a gettle-
ment with the Waterworks company
on the most favorable terms possible,
and we certainly bolleve thut tnere
will never be occasion to regret the
purchase. On the other hand, If the
city had gone ahead with the new sys-
tem. there would have been a lasting
feeling ot soreness, besides the fnevi.
table difficultfes which would have
come up hetween the company and the
clty. ‘The matter is well settled, and
Winnlpeggers can now breath more
freely than they have done for years.

BRITISH COLUMBIA FRUIT
REGULATIONS.

wery stringent cegulations have
been put into effget In British Colum.
bia, providing for the Inspection of
fruit brought Into the province, wi:h
the object of preventing tha Introduc.
tion of Insect pests. Under this law
large quantities of fruit, importel
from Callfornia and@ other Pacific
coast states, have bezn seized and cre-
mated at British Columbia ports. This
created a great outery on tha pars
of the shippers of this fruit, who
claimed that the British Columbia peo-
ple were trylng to degtroy the  im-
port buslness in fruit, in the intercst
of the home growers. In other words,
it was not the lutrodudtion of fngzct
pests they were afraid of, so much as
the competition of Importei frui.s
with the home grown varieties.

Untll recently the salzure of fruit
has been confined to imported lots.
This week a telegram from Vancouv-
er reports the s2izure and cremation
of a quantity of apples from Oatarlo,
which were Infected with the larva of
the codlin moth. It wiil be interesting
to note liow the Ontario shippers win
take the matter. Certainly a good
many wormy apples are received in
Manitoba from Ontarlo, but we are
not alarmed here lest our vrchards
shouid become contaminated by the
introduction of the insect.

The eaw mill at Bapid City, Man.
is offered for sale by the sheflrt. o

AOTIVE SOLICITORS WANTED EV-
erywhere for “The Story of tho Philip-
pines,” by Murat Halstoad, commission-
ed by tho Government ag Official Histor~
lan to tho War Department, The book
wes written in army comps at San Fran-
clsco, on the Paclific with Goneral AMer-
ritt, In tho hospitals at Honolulu, in
Houg Eong, in thoe Amecrlcan trenches
at Manila, In the Insurgent campe with
Agulnaldo, on the deck of the Olympda,
with Dowey, and in tho roar of Lattle
at tho fall of Manila, Bonansa for ag-
ents, Brimful of original pleturcs tak-
en by government photographers ona the
spot. g0 book. Low prices. Big
prolite. ralght pald. Credit given.
Drop* all {rashy unofficial war books,
Outfit freo, Addrees F. T. Barber, Sea.,,
Star Insurance Bldg., Chicago, P



