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DNITED STATES OROP OUTLODK.

The offieial United States crop roport of
Jate yoars has boon & very ‘unrelinblo doou-
meont. 'Tho roport has so persistently under-
rated both tho area and condition of the
crops, that it hes generally come to bo re-
guded e3 o dooumont propared specially to
‘boom ** prices, in the interest of the farm-
ors. Many of the commercial and grain
trade papers in the United Stutes have taken
this viow of tho case, Tho Commercial doos
not believe that the Washington departmont

has willfully under-rated the crops, but it is
quito possible that many of its correspondents
havo knowingly done so, thus misleading the
department and getting it into bad repute
with the traao.

The June report of the Washington depart-
ment this year, however, is somothing of a
surptise, as the estimates of crop erca and
crop conditions are considered as fully up to,
if not in advance of actual conditions. This
may be accounted for by a change in the
mode of obtaining crop reports. The depart-
ment has obtained reports from 15,000 mallers
throughout the country, ir addition to the
reports from its regular agricultural corres-
pondents.

The roport places the winter wheet area at
22 791,000 acres and the spring wheat area at
11,825,000, or a total of 81,619,000 acres of
winter and spring wheat. Last year the area
was 81,017,332 and in 189% it was 84,832,486

end in 1898 1t was 84,629,418 acres. Thus it -

will be scen that tliecre has not bzen much
variation in the total wheat area of the
United States for four years.

The spring wheat area, as shown by the
Jure veport this year, it is a little greater
than for the preceding threo yvears, while the
winter weeat area shows a slight decrease,
The spring wheat area of the important
spring wheat states is as follows: Minnesota,
8,200,000 ; North Dakots, 2,530,000; South
Dakota, 2,468,000 ; Nebrasks, 1,221,000 acres.
Lest year thoarea of thesestates was : Minne-
sota, 2,851,000; North Dakota. 2,907,000
South Dakota, 2,483,000; Nebraska, 2,282,000,
North Dakota shows & cousiderable decrease
in tho area, which is in.the Red river valley,
owing to tho wet spring. The zeport how-
ever, shows a considerable iucrease in the
wheat area of Minnessta, while the other two
leading spring wheat states are much the
same as Jast year. Theincrease in Minnesota
about balances the decrease ir North Dakota,
and the total spring wheat ares, as already
noted, is slightly in excess of the three
previous years. |

Ths winter wheat ares, according to the
June report, was xeduced somewhat by the
plowing up of some fields, bat this is we may
s3y an annusl ocourrence. Among the

winter wheat states California again leads in.

point of acres, with 8,011,000 acres, which isa
little less than lastyoar, XKansgs comes nest
with 2,684,000 acres, whlch is' & decréase of
nearly 800,000- acres as compared with last
yeer, andadocrease of - over700000 aares as

compared with 1894, In 1893 and 1894
Kansas had a larger area than any othur
winter wheat stato, reaching 8,895,000 acres
in 1891, but last yoar and this it takes second
place to California. The other leading
wheat states como in the following order this
year : Ohio, 2,422,000 acres; Indiana 2,29%.-
000 acres; Iilinois, 1,906,000 acres; Missouri,
1,418,000 acres; Ponnsylvanis, 1,289,000 acres,
Michigan. 1,202,000 acres. All othor winter
wheat states havo an area under 1,000,000
ecres cach,

The arcas of oats, rye and barloy ard all
slightly reduced as compared with last year,
wheat being considered a more profitable crop
at current prices than any of thess grains,

As roported in The Commereial last woeok,
the condition of spring wheat is said to be
high, being placed at 99.9 per cont. Winter
wheat is only fair, the condition being only
77.9 per cent. Corn ia not fully reported in
tho June returns,

WHERE SKILL AND INTBLLIGENGE
ARE NEEDED,

Ths Frenrh government has been endoavor-
ing to iroprove agricultural methods in that
country, to enable tho farmers to profitably
produce a sufficient quantity of foodstufls to
supply the homo market. According to
recently published statistics, a great measure
of success has attended these efforts. Some
years ago it was claimed that the cost of
producing wheat in France was $1.40 per
bushel. But owing to improved methods,
France has gone on producing wheat, even in
larger quautities than in former years, at a
much less cost than $1.40 per bushel, Eu-
perimental schools ware established, and the
farmers were taught the use of fertilizers, the
rotation of crops, changing of seed, eto., ro-
sulting, as a recentreport says, “in great
benefit through the introduction of scientific
methods.”

Tho Commercial has frequently referred to
the good work being dono in our own coun-
try by the Dominion Experimental farms.
Canadian farmers coald compste with the
world and make monoy, if they would study
and practice improved methods. A recent
investigation into the condition of sgricul-
taro in ono of the eastern states was made,
and in tho report the cause of the majority
of failures was said to be owing to careless or
unscientific methods of farming. If such an
investigation wers made in Canada, it would
certaiuly be found that in the very great
majority of cases where farmers were not
doing well, unscientific methods would be at
the botiom of the trouble. Many farmers
nerely meke a living or progress slowly,
when they might get slovg to much better
advantage by improved methods.

The work of the Dominion experimental
farms places within the reach of every farmer
in Canads » great doal of tho information
which is necessary to enable him to succeed,
Of course, practical experienco must not be
overlooked; bat after practical expericnce,
any one possessing ordinary intelligence can
goin almost all tho theoretical-and scientific
knowledge required by carofully [ollowmg
the work of tho oxpenmonta‘l farms from"
yearlo year, A greas work is thaus bemg

dono,in the intcrost of the farmors of Canada,
if thoy would only avail thomsolves of it,
Unfortunately a great many pay very little
attontion to modern -mothods, and profer to
go on in the old way, and tho zesult is
apparont on every hand.

Thero is no moro noble nor indopondent
occupation than that of the farmer. There
is no occupation which gives greater scope
for tho application of the highest crder of
intelligonce than that of the farmoer. The
farraer can make his daily work a sourco of
oducation to himsclf and beuefit (through
observation! to hia neighbors, by mtolhg(mtly
seoking to excol. The avenues for gaining
experimental and practical knowledgo are
illimitable. Young people leave tho farms
to obtain a **higher education,’® and then
dovote themselves to other pursuits, Why
not turn their ‘ higher education® to
account cn the farm:? There is no place
where it could bo used to better advantage.
Thero is somothing wrecug in our social
system that it does not recoguize this fact.
Thero is ten times the scope for tho applica-
vion of a first-class educatior: on the farm,
than there is inmost city offices, Many of the
advanced studies, such as chemistry, botany,
otc., can bo turned to constant use on ‘he
farm. The idea that any ignoramus wall do
for a farmer, i3 tho greatest crror. Educa-
tion aud intolligence are nowhere required
more urgently than on tho farm.

In these days of low prices of agricultural
products, what is required is intelligenco
applied to agricultural pursuits, It is not
necessary to have a nation of scientists
devoted to farming, What our farmers do
need, however, is to endeavor to meke use of
the information which is being worked out
for them by the experimental farmsand other
sgencies, applying such information in-
telligently, combining therewith the personal
dotermination to excol in their work, and to
profit continually by the experience gainsd
by themselves or through observation.

Tho trond of educavion and of social in-
fluences in Canada have been in the wrong
direction in the past, but a change is taking
place ab last, and the needs of agriculture
are begioning to be recognized. Canada is
an agricultural country, and overy effort
should be made to encourage our principle
industry. Without any increase of popula-
tion, our anoual exports might be almost
doubledand ournational wealth vastly increas-
ed by the application of improved methods
of agriculture. Othor nations are beginning
to seo tho advantage of encouraging thefarm-
ers to adoptimproved methods. InDonmark,
for instance, the governmont hasdone a great
work in educating the farmers in this direc-
tion. If Canada is to hold her own, a strong
offort must be made to assist the farmer to
adopt more improved methods, thus enabling
him to produce at & profit, even at current
low values.

At the experimental farm at Brandon last
yoar, tho lowest yield of wheat  from twolve
leading varietics sown, was 42§ bushels per
acro, and tho highest yield 49 bushels per
acre. At the Indian Head exporimental
farm, tholowest yield from twelvo leading-
varietics of wheat was 48% bushels per. 2CTE,,

and the highest yicld was 52 bushéls per R



