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THE CRITIC. 7

clas of newspapers and periodicals. Onco moro wo shall hear thoir hackneyed
phraves. Car ylo's Frederie will again be called a ** marvol of gonius,” or “n
m of tho very firat water." Now, why do not these wiiters that e lovo to
attost tho marvellous gromucas of Carlylu's Fredirie and of his othor works,
int out to us preciscly whoroin theso woiks aro entitled to our unqualified
sdmiration?  \What is thore in any of theao works to justify the oft-repoated
geseriion that the author was * casontiaily a loader of thought " an
wjconaclast,’ & “sound " anil ¢ fnrmcoing " philosopher, ote] Lot us for a
woment Jook for weak spots in his writings as wu do in wiitings that aro
Letter understovd by tho masses, and ahall wo tind nonot
Thoe present historical school, which is by fac the bLeal, beasuse it is
hilosophical, aud which is now suporeding the old, has placed Carlyle's
Eialoricul writings in tho class of romance, alongaido tho histories of James
Anthony Froudo. and of Washington Irving., Thoey aro all works that we
may profit by reading— I mean by reading thom w romance, not us history.
In somo of thom the King und his coutt, or onv or two other prominent
rsonages, woro evidently regarded as tho only themes worthy of an
istorian. Yo men whoso minds have not been dissipated by the reading of
histortcal fictian for hiatory, it is patent that latory ewylt unt to ho
wholly occul)iod with sovereigus and othox groat poersonapes; but tothis idea
Thowmas Catlyle was s atranger, ns weto ssveral other histurians of his dny,
and the great body of British historians before his day. With sowo the
ple occwsionslly were seen, but incidentally ouly—and thon oither
mmhing the King or meckly petitioning him for pormission to live,
Buckle, in his great History of Civilizatiun, completely broke away from
the vld lines, and though ho is uot always perfectly fair, ontitled himsolf to
the Jasting respect of all truo lovers of history ; but Buckle's History of
Civilization at first made but slight improssion in Iingland, beeauso ho boldly
ventured to intimate that in hix omnion human aflairs woroe not, after all,
Jdependent upon ono or two crowned heads, ono of these the crowned head
of Dritain, ;
What does Carlylo's hest picco of history, Frederic, tell us of the
Germany of thut day? How often does it carry tho roader boyond the
lace walls? The whole power of his * iconochstic " intollect was dovoted
10 chronicling the sayinge and the duings of courtiers.  Page after page is
duvoted to the confersedly worthless, or inferior, Franch poetry of Frederic.
Page after page, t00, is givea to a description of this Frederie's fathor with
his regiment of giauts, aud his fits and caprices, and phantasies, The story
of thu friendship of the clever but erratic and sophistical Voluire, fills half
a volume, Tlus, however, is porhaps, tho best purtiou of the history. Tho
canoy, penetrating Scotchman, was just the man to exposo such a sham as

Woltiiro was, with his sham ¢ Study of tho Christisn Fathers,” sham

philosophy, and sham sincority, and oxposo it he does with characteristic
vigor. The discomfiture which Voltaire met with at the hands of Frederic.
Cutlyle onjuys alwoet rapturouddy ; but the “ Scor of Chelsen,” with his
marvellonsly tenacious memory and his Janded candor, conveniently forgets to
tell us how ridiculous Voltaire made Frederic ull over Europe. Tue
stubborn, childishly ambitivus Prussian, aud tie proud, wily Frenchmun
were, in my opinion, consummatoe scoundrels ; and it is to wo somv littlo
comfort to know that such wen wero in their age tho bhitterest and ablest
opponents Christianity had. Fur a timo thuy were closely uzited, and the
most indecent blasphemy was then the’'chief bond of their union.

How is it that tho panegytists of Carlvle scarcely over think it woith
while to refor to the fuct that he fills whole pages with trivial datails of
obscure Gurman princelings, court luckyes and gossip? This ¢ wisest man,”
4 gincere soul,” * profound philesopher,” cte., bostows Jittle or no attention
upon the nation at large. lle gives us no glimpso st the manucr of life,
the morulity, the aspivations of the people. Wo have no statistics of trade,
no allusion to the literary life of the nation, no account of changes or
developments in education ; was his mind too great to regard such things?
o was not above making disdainful reforences to the Protostant preachers
whom Frederic despised. 'This * Scer of Chelsea,” this * Danicl of Britain,”
this ““iconoclastic’ worshipper of his own heroes, reserves all his praise for
Frederic, who is lauded to the skies—why 1  Is it not largely becauso his
haired of humanity did not prevent him from keeping his Prussian-German
subjects under the iron heel of a military despotism where it seems to suit
them to be keptt Jor Carlylo would cordially commond such a way of
rihing ; he reslly appears to have entertained the most confirmed contempt
of the masees of mankind, whomn he once advised to *“ herd with their follow
asses” of the field, «nd from these to seek instruction.

It is a marvel that men ever bolieved in the virtual perfection and
umbnipotence of any historical character. Yet, according to Carlyle's phil-
osophy of history, sll Arabian history is summed up in the career of
Mohammed. So Mirabeau is the French Revolution, and Luther is
Protestantism, whereas these two men were made famous by the movements
in which they respcctively took part. Great movements are not the rasult
of the efforts of one or two individuals, Great occasions bring forth great
men ; and tho latter are most frequently the creatures of events that indeed
watared and came to & crisis in their time, but were peuding for years before.

This truth is now very widely recognized, ye! many of us who still are,

bave read that Gregory VII. formed the Papacy, that Iguoatius, Loyola
revolutionized Catholicism, that Voltaire fathered Infidelity, that Luther
created Protestantism, and Locke, Rationalism. A man of marked natural
powers, plcced in circurstances favoring the development and oxercise of
his powers will, no doubt, oxert some influenco on his time,-and -uay
precipitate a crisis, but no man is all in all to his own time or any other.
It is extremely doubtful whether individual forco of Intellect deeply
wodifies even savages, much less can it wholly transform a civilizaticn
highly complex. .

Upon what ground is Carlyle called & ““great” historiant His much-
lauded historical writings are to a great extent court-circulars. Al his

thoories nbout hero-worship aro vitived by o towlyvidh wpir
hreaker is himaolf an idolator.
doggedly dogmatie.

Tha idol.
o condemned all eatvomsats, hat 1« himself
Hia thought my bave run i deep grouses, bug they
wore eertainly narrow  Ho wie fudooad a geedt weit e, it sreat prineyplly
as a teanslator 1o wae un badtedly 4 master of Lingnages, but tho depth
and soundncss of hia philocophy may well be questioned. O all his
writings only n fow translations and gno or two owys will survive, No
cwpirieal criticiam, no amonnt of unreasonable eulogy can ravivify a
literary corpec.
Sanronr- Resantes, Ji,
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A NOVEL METHOD OF STORING AND
AND FLOWERS.

A paper voad bifore the Nova Sealia Fral (rower's dssocintion, «f
Yeeir Windzar meeting, on dprid 27th, 1888,

EXPORTING FRULT

Mt President and Gontlemen © [t is very fortupate {or mo that your
enthusiastio Sneretary (whose absenco to-day we all regret) with his uausl
thonghtfulness prosented me with a set of the valuibte roports of your
Society.  As the result of thoir caraful poraal 1 stand betury yon to day
armed with the happy knowledge that me three axioma abuat the proper
methods of frait packing nze no unfriended noveltiea here. It delighted
mo to find that zeveril of your most active wewbhets hava alreuly proclaimed
theso fundamentat truths. . Over three years ago the Rev. Mr. Axford put
on record his opinion that * the mare the uir is cocladed from the frud, the
better it will kevp anywhere, and expecially an freight in a vessel” AL a
Intter meeting Mr J N. Coloman reports that his thirty years of exporionco
in putting up fruit has proved that “apples, whon packed, shonld be lotally
Jree from the action of th= air”

‘This axiom is tho very key note of my new systen of packing fruit,

In tho roport for 1084, Mr.'T. S. Whitman clearly poiuts out tho
immense injury done by aidioenly transfeniing frnit fromt a cuol store-room
to n warm unventilated ship's hold. ¢ It oftan euses & losa of from &2 00
to $3.00 per bbl in the Eaglish pricea  Thous-uds of barrels have been
lost in this way.,” Thia desteuctiveness of sudden changes of tomperature is
Axiom No 2 for my method. Aund I am sure that you all warmly support
Ariom No, 3, viz.: that a frost-proof system of transport and storage is
absolutely necessary in our northern climato.

e is-my proud claim hiero bofore you all to-day that thesn thrve axioms
aro fully roalized in my Patent Infusorial Fruit Case. which I now have tho
houor of exkibiting to you. It may bo briefly de-cribed as—« cuge within
a cuse.  It3 size i8 a matter of slight importance. The essential featuro is
tho spice botweun tho two sasez  This wnst always be «f leasd ono inch
deup. 1 pack this spaco quito full of iufusvial earth—such as I am now
passing to tho auwdipace. This peculiar substau.e w compoed of o vt
multitude of exceedingly minuto shells  Every cubic inch of it contains
more than one million such organisms.  And cach of thiss shells holds a
particle of air picked safely inty it: cavity.  Therefure thus inch Inyor of
carth is simply a cushion of fmprisoned nir, and it acts in a simtiar way to
the double windows on our houses in winter,

Tho fruit had better be wrapped in fino manilla paper, and laid in this
ium;r case, and all tho spaces amonyg the fruit should alse be filled with this
oarth.

In packing small or dolicate fruits I substituts for this inner caso a
series of shallow trays, resting upon one another, and all held securely in a
central position by a set of cleats nailed to the wside of the case.

For practical use I would not recommond a case of more thun 13 bushels
capucity. Y'en such cases make one ton ship measurement. For my own
part I prefer a smallar case, holding a good bushel  Fourteon such casos
would go to tho ton. :

When trays aro substituted for this inner box they should Lo made of
proper depth to hold exactly one layer of the special fruit intended to bo
packed.  Trays for plums would be much shallowor than those for poaches,
and those for peaches would be shallower than thosoe for pears or apples.

All small fruits should bo packed in pottles first.  DProbibly the best
way to pack grapes would be to use the light veneor boxes so popular in the
United States, uade to hold just 2 lbe. oach.” The trays should then ho
made of proper size to snugly hold a certiin number of thess boxes..

The pottles of small fruits would require to bo cavefully wrapped in
manilla paper to guard agaiust all risk of getting the enrth mixed with the
fruit. y

My tests of these casos in practice 4o far have braa very fow. Dut thoy
wero all biilliantly successful. Towards the middle of last October Messrs.
R. Jack & Sons, of Chateauguay Basin, near Montreal, kindly packed a
large quantity of their Conbcord, Niagiwa, Eumelan, Agawam, Brighton,
Duchess, and Delaware grapoes in theso exverimental cases, along with a
few Emperor Alexander and Famouso apples. By chance these cases
bappened to bo loft in an-open shed until the themometor had registered
well below zoro. Mr Jack was in despair. I had confidenco in tho cases.
When they were oponsd overy grapo was just as sound s whon first
packed. Tho frost had failed to panetrato the packages.

On the 11th of last Fehruary I had the privilege of calling the attention
of the Provinciul Fruitgrowoers' Association to this new discovery in Montreal.
And 1 submitted to them samples of Concord, Agawam, Duchess, and

testify us to the efficicy of my treatment. .
The cautivus Charles Gibb, of Abbottaford, saill that this novel systom
had great poeaibilitivs hefore it.  He tostified that up to the prozont dito ha

had found only two packing muterinls in the wide world that did not injure
the flavor of apples. Que was tho finest manilla paper, and the other was

Deleware grapes that night, a3 well aa” Alexander and Famouso apples, ta, .
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