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Mr. Holbilay did not go quite so far as that, but he vory ofton wished
himeolf back in tho City, Perhaps he had nover in his lifo welcomed a

vigitor £o cordially as he did one, Mr Staveley, who broke through the|. %8

tacit agreement entered into by the Janded gentry, and camo up to the new
red-brick house one day to call upon its louely iutuate.  Stuveley was uu-
married, 80 that, perhaps, his recognition was neither so compromising to
himsalf nor so complimentary to the Hobdays as that ¢f uthers among. the
neighbors would havo been. He was aleo an idle man, to whuin tuw types
of humanity weroe an amusing study. e had never svon any ono at all
like Mr Hobday, and when he camo upon the latter, vue juarket-day,
haranguing a group of astonished farmers in front of the Flying Horse upon
the beauties of peasant proprietorahip, he theught he shouid hike to make
his acquaintance The acymaintance, onco made, tiponed iuto something
not unliko friendship. 1f Mr, Staveley had any political opinions he kept
them iu the background. o listened to Mr. Hobday's disquisitions with
the most unfeigned ontertainment, and, by dint of abstaining from comments,
groedually gained that ascendoncy over his cumpanion which a reticent man
sonerally does gain over a garrulous one.  Mr. Hobday used to say that
Staveloy was u clever feltow, thongh you mighn't think it to look at him ;
ho'd alinost as soon have Staveley’s opinion upon any question of reason or
comtren-sense.as he would his own. If Staveley had not been considorably
on thie wrong side of forty and a confirmed bachelor, he might oven have
been inclined to thivk of him as a possible son-in-law.

But neither Mr. Staveloy por Josophine contemplated such an eventual-
ity as that, although they soon becamo allios. Ha was interested in the pale,
beautiful girl, the moial dulness of whose existence he half saw and half
divined ; whilo she, finding that this stranger epoke a language which she
understood, learned to look anxiously for the sight of hiz 1onud shoulders,
his grizzled beard, and his good-humored, twinkling gray eyes.  He had read
a great deal, ho appreciated her favorite poets; he knew something abont
art, aud praised her water,color sketches-rther more, perhaps, than he was
justified in doing by tho.intrnsic ment <[ thoss performances. In him at
least sho found a fellow-creature who did not appear to think that politics
and tho heaping up of riches wero the only two subjects (n earth worthy of
a sonsible man's attention, By degrees she was drawn to confide to him
some of hier perplexities and’ discouragements, and recoived in return a strong
exhortation to patience. It was evident enongh to Stavelay that, with such
a face and such a fortune, Miss Hobday would nut be Miss Hobday long,
but it may be doubted whether the matrimonial method of escape fiom
perplexity and discouragement had as yet suggested itsolf to the youny lady
In question.

Destiny, which laughs at young ladies, philosophots, and rotired grocers

slike. decroed. on.n cortain fine aftornoon in tho mouth of August, 1hat ]

Josophine ehould carry her melancholy musings 1mto those woods skirting
the Ryo Court property of which montion has already beon made; and,
further, that, while pacing with slow, hstless steps beneath tho shadoe of
beeeh and oak, she should suddenly Lecome aware of a landscape painter
busily plying his vocation in her immediate vicinity. 1o had pitched. his
camp-alooi a8 close as possible to the boundary of the Hobday estate, to
wards which his back was turned, aud from which a lon¢ bank, surmounted
by a wooden paling, separated bum. It has already been said that Josephine
was interested in matters pertainiog tc the pictorial art.  She drew noise-
lessly to the fenco, and, leaning over i, placed herself in a line with the
unconscious stranger.  Sowe twenty or thirty yards away was a spreading
lime-tree, beneath which a herd of Lord Rye's fallow-deer wers shaking
their heads and whisking their stumpy tails ; and to the right of this, be
yond the undulations of a well-tumbered park, could be discerned a corner
of the old Elizibethan mavsion, which bad been shut up over since the
arrival of the Llobdays in.thoss parte. It was apparently this scrap of
nature and architecture that the young man (kis back was that of a young
nan) was transferring to his canvass, and he could not, of course, be aware
that Ly simply looking over. his shoulder ho might sco something a great
deal more beautiful than a herd of dier and a gliwpso of wullioned windows,
For quite five minutes Josephino stood thero watching him, and, as her cyes
wero remarkably good, sho was able to admire the ease and dexterity of his
hendiwark ; but at length, having occasion t6 relight his pipe, he faced
about abruptly, and revealed himself as a good-looking young tellow of five
or six and twenty, with a fajr mustache, a short, pointed beard, and a pair
of blue cyes, which opened very wide ou discerning the fair eritic boyond
the fence. . ;

So surprised was he that ho dropped his pipe and his mateh, and cjacu-
lated. © Hullo ¥*—which scemed fo render it mecessary that Josopmuo
should make some »pology. She did sa without any foolish embarrassment.
“ I am afraid I startled you," sho said. .

“ Woll,” answered tho young man, takisg off his hat and, laughing a
little, ““ T must confess ihat you did. Mies Hobday, is it not1”

Josepliine inclined her head. .

« Ab, then we are neighbors, and we ought to know cach other.
you been standing there long1”

Have

Only a fow wminutes,” answered Josephine, sunhing half 1uvoluntanty inj,

respouso to the sunny, good humored face which was turned up towards her.
“ Y am rather fond of skotching,” sha added, explanatorily, * and watching
you was almost as good as taking a.lesson. \What .a charming little peep
one gots from hero!  And what a beautiful old house it is !”

*0Oh, well,” said the artist, ¢ this wing of it isn't bad ; butitisanything
but a porfect houso, you know. I beliove two thirds of it ought to be
pullod down and restored aftor tho original design,if ono only had money
coough to do it.  Of course I like it as it is, though, for tho sake of associa:
tion, and becauso it was the homo of one's boyhood, and all that.”

(To be continued.)
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