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EDITORIAL NOTES.

The Massachusetts branch of the Sucicty for the Preverti_n of Cruelty
to Animals has secured the passing of a Jaw which we would like to see
enforced throughout Canada. The batbarous custom of docking a horse’s
tail, or of csusing it to b: cocked to that tke solid part of the tail is cut, is
now a criminal offzncz, the pzoslty for the crime being cither a year's
iroprisonment or a fice of two huadred and fifiy doilars.  We coyngratalate
the State which has made thz first law 10 the wo id against the fashionable
but fizndish custom of duckicg.

The puint of view wmakes 2ll the Gifference in the world. Take for
instarce the recent commects epen Mr, Cleveland’s letter of acceptarcs of
tis tominsticn.  Accordiog ss we peruse the columns of the Republican or
D mccrat’c pap rs we leern that his letter is * an exprestion of demzgipy
and cant,” or thai * Hia letter, like the man, is strong, straightforward, to -
sible and b-n . O- agrin on one side it is described as a ** swupid,
paly, uivisl decuwent,” while the otber heralds it **as a faithful lesson
in patriotism ard s*atezmsoship.’” It would colmost secm as if some of
the diatribes, which Canada can well spare, were engaged in the, to them,
congenial wotk of quill fighting.

The recert cp’denic of emall-pax in British Columbia and the North-
Weat has led to sume afier comphicauons 1n which the right and daty of
Provincial Gosvernments are at once asserted wid qaestiuped. Ia onein-
stance a store-keepet of modero Maniteba died of smeli-pus.  As a pre-
cautionsry misasare sgainst tbe spread of the disease the Provincial
Guvernment at unce se.z:d and buracd his entire stuck of goods and all
the buaness books which were ia the stere. The merchant was doing a
proeperous busiwess, he estmited his stock as beicg worth €9 0co and tis
buuk debts at €3 coo, while his hisbiliues were ouly §4 500. O atng to the
actun of the Governmznt the crediors will bz ubabic to recoup themselves
frum the «s ate of their dobtor, fur not unly 18 his business destroyed, bat
tuete OX exists no recutd of tis effairz. Sail woucee 15 the condition of the
widow, aho, alibough her hasbar.d 1o his Lifc-tiaie made cv.ry reasouable
efluit to jrovide fur her wellare 1n case of his death, is now left uuterly
ut provided for.  La piain words ihe Qoveramient s makiog a few private
Co 2 Lis bear the expenee of assunng the pabiic sefety.  Ihe sction of the
Guvert micnt 1 butuioy il the duubtiul gouds is praise-woithy, but the
Guverement shouid also be held respoastble fur the muney lus:e0s arising
tberefrom. The action of the Governmeat in {gouricg the peution both of
the creditors aod of the widow should reccive a wholesale condemnation.

The msin roilway etatisn within the World's Fair groands, where all
excursi. n traira will diecharge their passcogera, will be a handsome struc-
ture costing €225 ooo, ard will accommodate 25 oco persons at one time.

Posimaster-G-ncral Wansmaker is setting h’s house in order against the
evil day when a D. mocratic roler may possib’y reorgan‘z the publicservice,
He now declares himself 1o favor of a ten ceut telograph and a three cent
telephone service in connection with all governmeant post offices—he
recommends building a new 2nd palatial post cflice in New York Ci-y,
but he dots not explain why the postal-telegraph system, to which he
pledged himself on his sppointment some years ago, has not already been
intraduced. Notwithstauding these cavils of the Demicratic press, Mr,
Wanemaicer can boast a fair record as a Postmaster-General. He fought
the Louisiana lottery vigorously, and exforced all the postal regulaticns
which could robit of its power. He has suppressed many advertising
fraude, and withal he has not tamperel with the priv ¢y which the public
rightly demacded for their sea:ed letters. The loss of a msn who, as a
Federal officer, has fought io the postal warfare without thought of private
gain, would be felt immensely in the evertof a turnover oa t.hc fourth of
November.

Lorg ago Tennyson wrole how “ Tne old order changeth and giveth
place to uvew,” and the app intment of Mr. Swinsbura to the Laureateship,
which tetms now slmost assured, recalls the line to miny. A sharper can-
trast cacnot be imagined than that between Teunyaon, the noble-minded,
Ve'pful sit g r, and the crratic. irresponsible yet pow rful Sxinebara, Inour
Judgment Ssivebura, though full of poc ic fice, is nit a fit waa to fill the
post toh vacated by the deah of Tennye-on. The puiity, the high-mind.daess
of the dead poet 1+ not to be found 1o the works of the present aspirant,
wko, too often, paints vice with glowing colurs, aod too often lsaves the
moral arguments of his poems, when indeed they are ro: decidzdly immorsl,
entirely 10 the imagination. We caonot forget that Swineburayls nodiver of
pesce ard order, and that it is only a few years since, in oné¢ of his moss
powerful pcems, he cursed the Cz:r of Ruassia, and bade soms * brave
assassin "’ come furwarl aud serd he ‘‘cowardly knave" to & warm:r
region.

A cwious case cf great interest to all temperance workers his just
been settled io the High C-urtof Qataii> It appears thatthe la*e Abra-
hem Farewell, ex M. . P., of that Provinc, b:ivg a z:alous advoca’e for
reform in tewperance matters, buqueathed the sum of 22,000 for the pur-
pose of promotivg such legislation in the Parliament of Cauida as should
lead to the ** tots] prolbition of the maunufacture, salo or use of intoxicaiing
hiquorsia Canada”  The hewrs-at-law have coutested the clause on ths
ground that it nas not a chuntable beguest—that it was 1llegal and wulira
vires. The clause has, however, beep sustained by tha Court on the fuilo v-
ing greund, that tae bequest is f.r a charnable purpose as 1t is { r the
weli-being ¢f society, and that 1t 1s legal fura wan to teave propenty f{or the
purpcse ¢f bringiog about a chsnge in legislstion. The purpcse of the te:-
tator was also consirucd to be the fostertog of pub.ic senuiment tnrough
the medium of the public schoels, the public lectare or the press, and the
expenditure of the money in any or all f these channels wi.l m:et with the
full approval of th: coust.

We remcinber in our own childhood's day the speech of a curious cld
fritnd, who anncucced that all humanity might be divided into four classes
—those who washcd the whole body cach day —those who washed face, neck
and Licds—those wbo washed face and hands aloze, and thise who dil not
wash at ail. And cddly erough our nicntor ipsisted that the secosd and
fourh of his uvaique Civisions were n:urly cqual. Of late the fear of
Cuolera has given great impetus to all sapitary measures relating to the
weifare of the public, ard bas raieéd many qusstions as to the amouat of
care which it is nccessary to bestow on the bady i3 ord-r to keep it clean
and sweet.  Those who hive been in the habit of takiug muny acd regular
bahs bate quictiy follomed their accustomsd life, aod mivy who hitherto
have belougod 1o the second of our fii:nd’s d-visions hive adopted the
highly salutary practice of moraiog biths. By-th -bye it is o piy thas
more of us do oot appreciate the value of a braciag bithas a protection
of the body agaiast al: forms of disease. Not only do he diseases which
physiciacs bluutly characterise as ¢ dirt-diseases  fly before it, but the
cobstituiion is so strengthencd that many colds, attacks of grippe and the
many lesser ailments which the flesh is heir to are often killed in the
oulset,
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