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TH1E AMBER ])EMON.
(Continuad.)

"Not biaif heautiful enough for you, my darling," hoe 8aiti fondly. IlIf
1 were a king I would niake vou my queen."

"You love me so much 1" coquottishly.
1I love you, Else, boîter than anytbing on eatb, nay, botter than life

itself. For you tberc is notbing I would not do. Tell me, my own, tbat
you réturn my love. 1 shoualt nover wecary of hearing your sweet lips say '1
love you,"' and hoe bent upon bier an impassioned glance, Il S]iy, 1 love

yOu bo.02
yl 1U< lovo you, Oie," édia rcî>eated. returning bis gaze with one that sont

the blooti madly coursin- anti pulsing through bis veins as hie met the look
frora those liquid oyea thit seemeti the fountain of purity ant ruth.

"MINine, mine only', notbing, flot even death, can part us now 1" lie crieti
exultingly, straining lier te him vvith a convulsive pressure that wvas almost
painlul iii ils intensity.

"lNot even death, lia! ha 1" screimed frautically a voico 50 boarsr and
straincti, il soundeti like tiothing buman a; il seemed tn corne out of the
grounti ut their feet.;

IWbat is tbat 1" cried Else sterting out of Bcrtol's clasp, anti looking
fearfully around, IlI thought I bearti a cry."

IlIt must bave been some sea-hird, there is nothing bore," said OIe
soothingly, tbough lie bati been somewhat stariled ai the sudden sounti
which Isa scemeti like a repetition of bis own woris; "or it may have been
the wind, 1 becar it rising."

Elso abivcrcd, anti looketi apprebeneively ovez her shoulder. IlLet us
go home," she saiti, Ilit is getting dark, anti bark how tbe sea is roaring.',

Something bold ber whoso voice il was that sho b.d board, tbc'ugb
nothing was to ho seen arounti but the hillocke of santi covereti with the
dune-grass, anti a strango premon-tion of evil came over ber as she listeneti
to the melancholy sound o! the distant sea. Little as she was apLto b0h
toncheti by any externat lhing, thai disnial cry as of a soul in despair, had
an effect upon ber sballow nature, though unfortunatoly for herself, it was
an evanescent one.

CIIAPTER IV.

For a time EIse atihereti te lier resolution of Dot allowing KarI 1050sec s
niuch of bier.

Shè wis 50 dazzloti nt thie prospect openir.g before bier wben she woulti
ho OIe flertcl's bride, the mistrcss of the protty cottage, andi able to look
down scornfully upon aitliber former comp-tnions, the village niaidens, who
would still bc obligeai to work bard tiisentangling tbe pieces o! amber Irom
the sea-tang, welted through anti through by the icy spray, as tboy are
obligeai te stand as close as posaible to the water's edge ; while she, Else,
coulti pass bier lime in luxurious itibeneas, dressoti in finer clothes than any
of tbem possesseti or were cver likely 10 possos.

Karl baunteti the spots wherc hoebati heen useti te mc liber, but wit bout
avait; ahe studiously kcpt out o! bis wray, anti shu coulai the more casily do
Ibis as she knoiv tho lime the boats usually returneti frora the ref, anti useti
to maire a point of osetnatiously grcting ber betrotheti anti walking away
witb hini.

Kari %vritbeti in secret under ber treatmont o! bim ; anti once or twicc
Eise foît harself shutidering when she met the glcam of lus ficrce cycs.

Sho remombecret iber grandmothcr's story. KarI was quite capable o!
trcating the village Io another tragetiy, tbough on slighily d5ffeenb linos.

Thoro wero times wvben on passing him by Blertel's side, she liati felt that
ahc ant iber be.trothed baid been very noir thoir deatbs. Ycî hier coquetrv
waz sucb that sho coulti net resist lrying the cxlent of ber powcr ovor the

uoruaeyouzig man, andi she woulti scnd bim languishing glances tbal
soometi to set bis soul on fire, anti matie the blooti course lbrougb bis veins
like a raging lava flood.

Anti still Oie flerîcl's luck, increasoti.
W%%hoîher it ivas that the tboughî of bis approaching bappiness matie him

work barder, or ho roally bati exccptional luck, certain il is that net one
of the ambcr-fshors, even thoso working xvith bum ai the celcbrated roof,
coula boasi o! sucb splendid blocks o! amber as bad fallen te bis lot.

lt was bard work poking about with a atout crowb2r anti prongoti iron
among the masses of weed, santi andi sione, thst formoti thé sea-hotîom ; or
crawling on bantis anti knccs loosening froin the sca.flocr any blocks rocent
,storms niight have dislodged ; anti chou ibough the sca was icy colti, ro
ervere iras the strain o! working untier watcr, that, when ho rose o ilt
surface for a few minutes' rest, anti te bring up the trcasuro lic hati accumu-
lseet in thc roccptaclc round bis waist, ho wae baibeti in perspiration. But
ho lievcr tbeught of the bardship ofhbis occupation. Lozve smooîhnd awzy
ail diffilcultics. It iras for EIse bie worked, bis peerless dzrling wbo loveti
bim alonc.

KarI Maien was by no manls s0 successful, but ti'cn ibis was scarcely
t0 be wondercti at. Ilis mind, too, wa ful of thé image o! but one perden,
the woman irbo bail madea a playtbing of bis heart, littie drcaming o! the
dangerous nature o! the toy she iras amusing horsol witb. He tbought cf
bier Io the exclusion o! eveoythius cisc. 11cgr face floateti beforo bum ici the
depihs o! bte oceà:n, wmut ils alluring smilc and xnadtioning cycs. lie saw
it wben hoe came up) to take brcath. Mlic remembrance o! lier kisdes burneti
like lire upon bis lips even amith ie icy coldncss of the mater, traits o! sca-
ireeti remindeti him of bier golden bair, as it bad fljatdc ovcr bis brcast when
bh aticlaspoti br unrebnkod inbis arms. 11cr voicc, with usdulccilofes,
mound:d cvcr in bis cars mingl.ipg with tbc roar o! lte maters. lVa, it any

wonder, that wih h ie mind prooccupied thus hie should pass over piecea of
axnber and fill tbo receptacle at hie waist with rocks, stones, and other
1Unprofitable tbings %vhich hè absently gtthercd.

WVhen, as %vas eometimes the case, Melen took bis turn at working the
air-pumps, drcadful thoughts would kcep constantly passing through bis
mind.

Was there any triali in that story of the Demon of the Amber Reef
who lived down below and yearly claimod his toll for the right of flahing
there 1

ihat toll-a human lite.
Truc it was, that nevcr during the memory of inan had the amber harvest

been gathorcd year by year without somecone falïng a victim to %vind and
wave. Now it had been one in the prime of lifé, a husband and father,
and the mainstay, perhaps, of a mimerons family ail dependont upon him,
aud too young to support themselves whcn suddenly bereft of the bread-
winner.

The uext year it might be an old man, hale and hearty, but yet who
could not, ini the course of nature, hope to have many more years to live ;
or it might be a youth ini the first flush of early manhood, with ail hie
wonderful hope andi aspirations unfulfilleti, who w-is calleti upon by the
inexorable demon te pay the tax. It mattered flot. what they wor* or
whcthcr their loss was irroparable, if the suramons came, go tbcy must-
there was no hope of escape for them.

Rarl thougbt of Ibis as ho worked away at the pumps. Up to the
present no one had fallen a victim during this season's fishing. Who would
bc the Dcxl one to pay the tax of his lIfe to tho Amber De-mon ?

If only the choice wcre t0 faîl upon his rival. Else hati owned that she
loveti bim, Hari, tho best.

Il was only for the sake of ]Jertel's wealth that shc hati acceptei hiwu.
Out of the way-if only ho could be removeti out of the way-she would
thon bc big, bis alone

lie coula ne.ver test dlay or nigbt. at sea or on landi, bc was still tormenteti
by these îhoughts. At night, alter the day'swork was done, instead of trying to
gel the repose hoe so needeti after the labor of so many houte, he 'vandereti
about the sand* dunes, like an evil spirit, fighting with his miscry andi
revolving varlous scbemoes in his mmnd, by which ho might get riti of bis rival.

Outwartily friends with ]3ertel, inwardly lie regardedi bim vrith the
bittercst ftcling8.

R1e belioveti Else's statement that sho loveti hira and looked upon ]3ertcl
in the light.of a apoiler.

What right had ie o buy tbe -roman ho hiraself lcvcd so madly ?
He knew enough of Bertcl's false love te bc aware that silo would nover

content herself in bis tumble tiown cottage, which was even more tielapidatcd
than the one in which elle lived with ber grantimotber, but love is blinti, andi
hoe imagineti that hie passion would make up to bier for anytbing she might
lose in a worldly point of view, if sho becarne bis bride insteati of Bertel's.

lie diti not know, any more than brr bctrotheti, that Elso was incapable
of feeling doep or truc love for onyonc save herseif. lier shallow nature
coula flot undersiant he forcc that passion could have over some rninds,
anti she did nlot recognize the power she helti over both youug mon, and
which the least tbing mighî îurn t0 evil, at ail oyants, in KiarI Malon's strong,
but undisciplincti organization.

She coula not sec tho harrr bier sclfisli vanity and love of admiration
wças; causing, andi cven now hall regrettd that, for the time being, sho had
given up ber pastime vrith Karl.

It was go loncly in the cottage wiîh ber granimother, sho misseti tboac
walks andi mectings witb him. lis fiery love-making satisflcd bier vanuty
even more than Ole's quietcr, but none the less sinccre, protestations of
affect ion.

She began to tbink aile was foolishly norvous ; there was nothing le ho
afraid of in Kari. He lovod bier, hoe would do ber no barra ; it was flot
likely lic woulti rurder bier as aI one tine shebati haif begun to fear, mip.ht
bc the case.

She did nlot work Dow; sincc lier engagement içith Oic, sho bad given il
up. No necti for the wifc of thc richest man in the villageo b soil ber
bantis with lahor.

So sbo thougbt and spent a great deal of bier lime wandering about the
sand*duncs, half boping that she would neet Kat], and listen once morc Io
bis fiery lovc-speoches.

One day elho was waudering disconsolatcly over the brown heatb. She
was aware that beh ber loyers were out with th= fooct of fisbing-boats tbat
lay just off tho lighthouse that liad b.-en crecttil on the reef, and that thcrc
was no cbance of bier meeting either of thern until the retnrn of the flotilla
in thbcevening, but a restless spirit hati seizeti ber, ana ilbe felt sho coulti
flot stay anti listen lber grandmoîber's homilies.

Her steps atrayeti mbo the litile churchyard wbicb o-;erlooked the bay
vithin tilt barrier.

it was not olten Eise came bore, for il was a melancboly place, littho
suitet 1 one of ber gay and frivolous temperament.

Thora was a small cburch erected almosi enîirely of hewn boulder Ctolles
It bati no steeple, ant he bouls wcrc hung b.-tw.-en two bearns in thc open air

In the churcbyarti not a troc zior a bush was 10 bc seen ; Dot a single
flowcr hati beon planteti there, for bati a wreath been laid upon the graves .
Rougli rnounds showcd wbere the deati hati bà.e burieti, and rank grass,
tosscd by the wind, grew tbickly ov.-r the wbolc cburcbyard. Ilore anti
dicte a grave hid a monument to show, in tbe shaspe of a half-decayed block
ùf wood, rudcly sbapcd into the formn of a cuffin, the block bzving bten
bronght fruas the wild sea itsclf, wherc the inhabitants of theSamlanti find
thc hcwn beamas andi plants, and fragmecnts which the breakers cast ashore.

Howcver, tbesc rude monumentu do nol luti long. Tii; wind andi t.be


