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month of July at I'hiladelphin. Against this
determination Morns, Govornor of Lennsyl-
vama, remonstrated. The iesource of im.
becile commandors, & Council of War con-
voned by Dunbar; by their Roport showed
conclusively what cowardly or stultified
mfatuntion must have governed tho retreat
from and destruction of stores at tho Great
Meadows; as it mado out that the troops
being now half naked and the muutions
nanght tho army had becomo miore demor-
ahged than over.  Leaving then a consuder-
able part of his still remaming stores with
tho Virginin and Maryiand troops at Fort
Cumberland of wluch placeCol. Jones had
lieen appointed Govarnor on the 2nd of Au-
gust, ho started 1200 strong for Philadelphia
leaving 300 wounded in hospital and taking
every regular soldier with him.

Governor Shirley of New York having suc-
ceed to the command of the forces in North
Amcrica, issued orders to Dunbar to march
the remains of the 44th and 48th by Phila-
delphia and Jersey to Albany, but, By Mor-
ris’s influence, these were supplemented by
others issued on the 12th August, by which
a renowed attempt against Fort du Quesne,
amded by new lovies from Pennsylvania,
Maryland and Virginia, was to be under-
taleen ; but Dunba’ had no wish to encounter
the dangers of such an expedition and
pleaded that s artillery was only four or
six pounders tha balance being destroyed or
strengthening the walls of the French fort,
ana that it swas too late m the season for
operations in the field. In short a more
meflicient, stumd, imbeeile never held com-
mand of & body of menw-openly despised by
his officers and contemned by his troops who
deserted in platoons—it was not till 29th
August that he led his starving disorgamsed
soldiers mto Philadelphia, when theirsufier-
ingscnded. But the troubles of the Colonies
brought on by;Dunbar's pusillanmmous re-
treat were only beginning,in fact, after the
battle, the French 1d Indians scampered
back to Du Quesne fearful of his advance,
while he retreated in haste from tho Great
Meadows in terror of their pursuit. Thus
ended the famous expedition against Du
Quesne and the plans for annihilating the
French power in America were indefinitely
postponed.

Thoold proverb that “a hvinng ass is better
than a dead lion,*? never yet vecoived a faiver
illustration than that afforded by the misfor-
tune which cost General Braddock his life;
writers of cvery class, from that titled old
scandal monger the Earl of Oxford (Horaco
Walpole) to the shabby grub street conpiler
at a penny a line, have concurred at the
period when the events recorded happened
to blast and vilify his character, nor is this
much to bz wondered at, he was no favorite
with tho titled idiots that then swayed the
destinies of the British Empire, he stood in
the way of the small ambition of their crea.
tures and it was necessary to hide the imbe-
cility of the asses by braying at the dead

lion.  As Manteo, tho historian of this war,
truly says, that ¢ tho ashes of thedend wore
treated with indignity to provent tho oyé of
scrutiny from penctrating into the conduct
of tho living.”

Ono hundred years afior Braddock's dofeat
tho Historical Suciuty of Philadelpliia pub-
lished the first history of the Expedition to
Fort du Quesne; ib was edited from original
Jjournals in manuscript procured in London
by Winthrop Smgent, M. A, and throws a
flood of light on facts originally darkencd
for tho worst of purposes. ‘The country in
whose services Braddock fell has totally
neglected tho task of vindieating his charac
ter from the aspeisions cast upon it; and
while they suffer his remains to moulder
away in a foreign land no tablet has been
raised to the memory of a brave soldier by
the nation who celebrated the apotheosis of
the accomplice of Renedict Arnold.

1tis asserted that Braddock’s country and
family were unknown, that at best he was
but an Jreshman of obscure parentage, and
that tho name does not appear in the Rotuli
Hibernica. 'This may be all vory true, but
Edward Braddock was descended from a
respectable Enghsh family of Suffolk, his
grandfather had acquired lemds at Laurvel
15, in the Queen’s County, Ireland, for
military services, part of which are held by
his descendents to this day. Ilis second son
was the father of Major General Edward
Braddock, and he could be of no obscure
family since he held a commission in the
Coldstream guards as early as 1684. With
the character of General Braddock lustory
has been singularly free, and if ono half the
stories told of him wero true he deserved n
halter better than a General's baton. We
live in days however in wiich malicious
mendacity, although advanced under the
mspiration of nobility, meets neither favor
nor respect, and wo can safely put down
Horaco Walpole's tales of brutahty for what
they are worth. A man who was the idol of
his soldiers, whose last dying thoughts were
to shicld the professional fame of his sub.
ordinates, and whose honor and integrity
were ummpcachable could not be the des-
perate villain Noweastle and his satcllites
tried to paint.

In the Colonies Washington and Franklin
bore testimony to his uprightness, his zeal,
disinterestedness and personal abnegation;
while they blame his contempt for Colonial
morality and impatience of Colonial advice.
Un their own showing he was right in both
particulars; the people who refused help to
defend their own firesides, who cheated his
conmissariat with open impudence, who
stole his baggage horses, gave intelligenco
of his movements to the enemy, and lied to
him with a persistance as marvellous as au-
dacious; wliose traders persuaded the In.
dians to go over to tho French, and whose
ignorant and half savage backwoodsmen
presumed to criticise his military dispositions
and offer advice on movements of which they

could know nothing; but who stoadily por-
sisted in refusing to do the portion of service
for which they wero well juuitfied— that of
guides and pioneess—could not fail to
merit tho contempt ard scorn of an upright
and straight forward soldier understanding
his business and indefatigable in tho dis-
charge of his dulics.

In England the motivo for blackening his
memory was sufliciontly apparent; in Ame-
rica it was not 80 clear, but the motive of

Washington and Franklin appears to have

beon  desire to cover the iniquities of their

countrymen .
A review of tho whole ot the proceeedings

of the expedition shows that ho endeavored

to carry out his object by cautious and
skilful movements, it has been asserted
that the delays consequent on the bad faith
and trickery of the Colonists were the causo

of its miscarringd, and that even his defeat

was altimately owing to his obstinacy in not
taking advice. Ametrican writers say that
iffWashington's counsel had heen followed
before and during tho action on the Monon-
galiela, victory would be assumed. English
writers are prone to assert that if Sir Petor
Halket's advice on the field had been fol
lowed the same results would have been
secured,

Washington did not join till lato on the
8th July (tho action was fought on the 9th),
and could haveno timeto give counsel, and
had none to give. Tho year before he had
heen defeated with those ZProviucials twko
kunew all about bush fighting, with the addi-
tion that he had artillery and his assailants
had none; his counsel thercore, neither
could or should have any weight with an
experienced officer, old enough tn bo his
father, and if history painis him aright he
was toq meodest and too honest to give
advice about matters of which he knew
nothing.  Enthusiastic Scotchmen say Hal
ket advised him to beat the woods in the
manner in which they stalked deer in the
Highlands. What a pity for such a story;
any one stalking deer in that blessed coun-
try at that timewould belikely to be stalked
by a two legged animal who would put a
bullet into him, for the buttons on his coat,
with as little compunction as any of the
Shawnees on the Monongahela.

Braddock knew his troops, and also knew
they wero no match for Indians in bush
fighting. Ilad he allowed them to seck
cover the retreat would have beei. instanta.
1reous, and probably not as disastrous. It
took tlhi.c years of disasters to train the
Provincials how to cope hand to hand with
Canadians and Indiuns in that kind of wai-
fare, and then they did not always come oft

first best.

These same historians should remember
that when Brigadier General Forbes captured
Fort du Quesne in 1758, hie only effected st
by the loss of a detachment nearly equal to
Braddock’s, and if he had been as great an
imbocile ag-8hiriey, or & coward like Dun,



