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REPORT ON THE MILIFARY ACADEMY
AT WESI POINT, U.S,

{BY LIUT.-00L, FLETCHRR.)

Defore commencing a report on the Mili-
tary Acadoemy at West DPoint, [ would wish
todraw attentinn to the very :\l)_lo Memo
randum snbmitted to the Royal Commis-
sion on Military Blucition in 15638, by
Colonel, now General Macl ugall, and
which appears as an addenda to the report
of the Commmission. General Miclougill
deals so fully with the su! ject, nnd details

80 clearly the system of education pursued |

at the Military Academy, that there is little
in these respects to add to his report, es~
pecially as it has received the approval of
of those who are comnected with the
Academy, and who are consequently hest
qualified to judge of the correctness of the
statements and of the aceuracy of the in-
formation. As, however, General Mac-
dougall's reporl was diawn up with an
object somewhat different to that which oc-
casioned my visit, I propose winlst allading
to the subjects of which he hs already so
ably treated, to enlarge somewhat more
fully ou certain portions of the orgiizt
tion and system of the Acalemy, and to
direct attention to points which from a
Cunadian point of view appear to deserve
ultention.

If [ am correct in my coaclusians a short
account of the formation and gradual
growtl of the Military Academy will not be
out of place, ag it will shox how the tnsti
tution was almost contemporary with the
first formation by the United States ol a
defensivoe force, and how its giowth has
proceeded pari passu with its demands and
requirements.

As early as 1776 at the outset of the
Ravolutionary War, the want of trained
officers was wnuch felt, and a Commiittee,
appointed to report on the state of the
army, recommended the formation of =2
Military aculemy for the instruction of
otficers. Nothing 2t that time was dona to
carry iuto practice tho views of this Cam
mittee. and the subject wius Lrought up
ayain and agaln  without resuly, until
gradually, as the Arnillery and Engineers,
condisting in 1794, of four bLattalions, bo-
cams Letter orgamized, steps were laken
for the instruction ol the cadets attuched to
theso corps: boaks wera bhougul, snd in
1793, when an addition.! regient of the
same arm of tho service was mised, and
when the cadets nuwmbered fifty six four
teachers were appomnted.

The ground wurk of a Military Academy
in connection with a Military force has thus
been lnd, but it was not uatil 1802 that an
Actof Congress was passed dividing the
Actillery zud Engineers into two corps, and
allotting forty cardets o the former and ten
o the Iatter. These corps were to bo con-
contzuted at West Point and were 2o
form a Military Academy. The selec
tion of West Point was due 0 s im
portauce asu (routier fortiess . ucom-
mianded tha Hudson River at the * wrrowest
portion of its chianuel, and gu. aed one vl
tho mast important lines of upproach from

the British Possessions.r In ' 3, the cadets
were increased by 146, and isi2, their lmnit
was fixed at 260, the strengtn of the army
beingat that time over ten thousand men;
foar prolessors, in sddition to the otlicers
detailed for instruction, wero also appoint-
ed to the stalf of the “Acudemv. [hus a
fonndation was 1ud for the training of the
ofticers of the sniall army with which it was
deemed necessary to supplement the State
Militia,

Much. however, remained to he done to
hiing tha Academy to its present eflicient
condition, and it was not umil 1§18 thata
system, which with lutle modilication has
been folloxed 10 the present day, was
finully detormined upon.  The eadets were
dectured 10 be sokdiers, suliject to Martial
Law, two general annual examinations were
ordered, and sleps were taken to train the
young men during the snwmer months in
camps of instruction.  Sce then, although
many, improvements and changes iy
liuve oceurred, the organizition aund method
of timining und discipline have remained in
principie as in 151§, the growth of the -
stituton depending  partly on the interest
shewa it its welfare by the successive Secre-
taries of war more on the qualities of its
superintendents, and somewnat on the toue
of thearniy, which it feeds and from which
i re mn it deaws its life. It would seen
invilious to select from the wany able
superintendents -the nues of those who
bave more especially influenced the des-
tunesof the Acidemy ; but to Majorr Thayer
in 1817, and to Mjor Delafield in 1838, up-
pear to be due many of the tmprovements
which have led to 11s continued suaccess;
whilst in 1852 the presenco of Colonel
Rotert I, Leo could not fail to have exer-
cisced over all who were brought in contact
with lum, an influence which was subse-
quently felt in a more extended sphere.

Such given very shortly has been the his.
tory of the Academy from its comnmauce-
ment in tha war of thio Revolution—:wiien
the need of cducated oflicers was felt as
soon as an army had been organized, up to
the present time, when the expertence
of those who have seen much-servicein the
great war of 1861 18 brought to bear on the
training of the futuro oflicers of the Unted
Statles Army.

The situation of the Aciudemy,.gelectel at
first on accountof its suitability aggBlortress,
when tho garrison of an importwt frontier
post served as tho trining echoul for the
cadets, his proved to ho one of the best
that could have been chosen. even lund
nothing excepling its desirability as & siter

for a college, influenced the choice.  Stand.

ftugon n lolty plateau over looking the
great pver which serves asone of themmn
arteries of the commerce of New York, 1t
emataces buth in its immediate vicimy and
in the surrouuding country, scenery which
can scarcely Lo surpassed in beauty. Its
isolntion uffords means of carrying out the
discipline which forms part of the systew of
its instruction, whilst the various:aund chang.
ing fearures of the landscape prevent tho
feelny of loncliness which might ntherwise
be oppessive.  Perhiaps, unknowingly, but
natte the less surely, must the scenery
around West Point, exerciso 2 beneficial in.
fluence over the young menwho pass
with linle intermission lour of the most
susceplible yesrs of their lifo in contzet
with somo*of the driest details of cduct -
tion, aud yet surrounded by the most hean-
tiful scenes of nature. Tho healthiness of
of tho siwation is ¢vinced by the alscnce
of sickuess amonyg the cadets, and by the
fact of its beinyg chosen as a summer resort

' divided.

of visitors from all parts of the United
States, Tho urea in tho hands of the
Government includes a little over 2,100
acres.  Much of this is wood and rock, bt
there is sulliciet platean to allow of a large
excrcising ground, used in summer for en-
campments, in addition totho space requir-
ed for the several buildings. ‘These include
barracks for about 300 cadels, class rooms.
mess rooms for the cadets and for the ofli-
cers : oflices, & libravy, chapel, hospital and,
a riding school.  The oflicers mostly hve in
detached houses in the vicinity, and tho
smuall garrison of 250 men, viz. : —75 cavalry,
75 engineers and 100 iaborers drawing the
pay ol artillery men, are quartered in bar-
racks about half n mile fiom the Collego,
awd below the plateau on which it stauds.
Without being architecturally beautiful, the
buildings appear litted for the purposes for
which they are intended, excepling the
gymnasium which is small, and the chapel
which, judging by the extenor, partukes
of the character of most garrison chapels.

The Academy i3 capable of containing
309 cadets, but the actual number under
instruction schlom amounts to moro than
230, the present numbor being 216.

The staff of instruction, discipline. and
general supervision, consists of the Super-
intendent, “Brigadier General Ruger,”
prolessors, thirty three instructors, assistant
instructors, and assistant professors, also an
Adjutant, Treasurer, Quartermaster, two
medical officers, and a Sword muster. Of
these, all excopting the professsor of athics,
whoisalso the Chapluin, the professors of
drawing and Spanish; the Sword master
and the two medical oflicers aro graduates
of West Point, and, baring 1he professors
are actually serving in the army  “I'he pro-
fessorg are commissioned as such, and draw
the pay of Lieutenants and Colonels, The
Superintendent is an officer of high rank,
aud selected for his especial capacity for
office, On him devolves in great measure
the arrangement of the studies as well as
thediscipline of the Acalemy. Although
appeads may be made from his decision to
the Secretary of War, itis generally con-
sidered as tinal. aud he has tha power of
assembling courts martial for the trisl of
scrious oftences. ‘The educarionn} sinff is
vot concerned with the discipline of the
cadets, except during their attendance in
the class romms, or a3 it is tormed at
repetition, when any iceegalarities of con-
duct are recorded and reported. Tho in~
structors, assist aitinstructors, and assistant
professors, are detached from tho army,
and are ek cted for their nequiranents and
qualitications  They retnin the appoiut
went for four years, and then return to re-
gimental or staff duty.

The discipline is more especially under the
commandasut of cadets in Lis capacity us
commnnding the battalion formed trom tho
four cunpanies into which the cadets are
le i3 assisted by company olii
cers as well ag by the cadet officers who act
under them, The duty iscuried onin a
manner similar 10 that of any other batta
lion allowning tho modifications necessary
fur young men uudergoing scholastic in-
struction.  During tho months of July and
August, when thoe cadets are under canvag,
utnd when studies sre suspended, the dis-
apline is.exactly simifar to that of soldiery,
ouly som-cwhat wore striet,  They are de-
vided into four comipanics, according to
wtharr sizz, the flank companies comprisimg
the tallest. To cach company s cortais
portion of the barricks 13 allotted, and
from the senior ur linst class, cadet cont.
pany” officers are nppointed, from the



