ole

+ man in Canade wlis L the interest of

fle shiouting mor. at Leart,ar wh gives the
watter mure tune and wltention, e also,
I believe, pulls seus of the wiies in sevral
Riflo Associaticns and knows what ho is
talking about. I havonut written for the
VoLusiwnie Revinn since 1869, I think,
when Tused to sign nysell Rojal. I must
liowever,deny any knowledge of “R's™ lettar
beyond sceing it in print.
T am, yours truly,
Rovau.

1 the Edctor of the Vorusteer REviEw.

Sie—I havo read some remarkable stato
ments in your last issue, in answer to some
enthususstic rifleman, who has eyideatly
taken 1a hand a weapon he kuew but little
of. I would be glad to hear sumething more
on the subject.

You say ** the saldiers that can ¢ shoot is
often more useful than the indiridual who
can?"? Ioaving out the question of gram
mar, cin you givo some cxamples of ¢ .perit
ority ?

liow would you manage a bayonet charge
through a stump field or a bit of busb,such
a3 are comwmnon in this country ?

How do you know only .sixty per cent of
riflo fiullets are effestive 2 ¢ Drawn Bullets”
I never heard of, but for stecel barreled
rifles somo of my men have a great fancy.

I do not know how it may be withothers,
but my men would be zone thefworse of being
taught to *judge distance.”

- Yours truly,
Ax Exquiren.
Mo:risburg, 15th Dec., 1873.

THINKING SOLDIERS.

‘The Review affords its ré:\dels, in an ex’
tract from Bfoad Arrorw, an article under
this head, in which tho nuthor boldly pa-
rades Lis representative men, Mesars Atkins
and Smith in contradistinction toa phiantors,
whichhio invests with a “local habilation an<
anamoe,’’in the “inontnlly ircn bouad soldier
of the regime.””  These {ypical heroes—as a
rosult of their * thinking''—posscss the
astounding perspicacity of actually detecling
the weakness of their ssrgeant major, in
shirking the necessity of a salute o a super-
or. If this is tho roquisits intellectual
guagoe for tho indispensablo ¢ thinking™'
soldier, then, it is maintatned their prede
cessors, of tho old regime, ventured upon a
highor ¢cxerciso of an iron bound inteliect,
and cvinctd an infallibility. indiscriminating
between the gentleman and snob, tho latler
character being— asa rule—tho first-horn of
asuccessful tradesmen.  No military discip-
lino can hind or fotler tho mosal nature of
masn, and that of tho old scliool, never at-
tompted impossibilities, nor sought to stul.
tily itsclf with othical subiltics, but enforced
and demnded iroplicit obedience, as the
sine qua son of its discipline. Crochiets and
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theories upon mental cullure may deceive
oramuse, but can never substitale this in

despensable to all military organization
Soldiers do, and 1nast think, bat were they
permitted to act upon -the suggestion of
their reflections, who cannot see the inevita:
blo confusion  worse confounded. Then,
where the uso of, and how utilizs these Jdeep
thinkingmen ?  Now, as the army is not
likely to absorb the leterati of the kingdom,
and thore being no defined educational pro-
cess for this indispensable, to modern war-
fare, tograduato through, the problem nust
be permitted to restore itself into its natural
prosaic conditions. Take any given number
of men under identical training, and the
dolt, the average, and smart soldier will
severally present themselves; but in no
strictly caleulable proportion, nature or ap-
titude settles that, Yet tho aggregate can
be moulded into good soldiers under able,
efficient and gentlemanly officers.

In conclusion, I am constrained ‘o ob-
serve, thut an ungenerous, carping, and
often ignorant criticism of the old regime, is
but a dubious warrant for perfeclion on the
new—if some adopted innovations can claim
that distinction—and would remind those
passionate critics, that it is the traditional
-fame of the old army, which sheds a halo of
invincibility arcund that of to day ; and,that
to the indomitable courage =and reckless
daring of the unthinking soldier, tho British
Army is indebted for what prestige it con
tinues to retain.

SasrEUR.

New Hamburg, 17th Dec., 1373.

The Jewwish Chronicle asks that pecrages
should be conferred on two distinguished
members of the IHebrew community, Sir
Moses Montefiore and Baron Lionel Roths.
child.

A Government return gives the total
number of emigrants from Ireland during
the first ten months of tho present yearas
83,287 persons.  Up to  ~tober 31, 1573,
ugpwards of 2,247,883 persons cmugrated
from Ireland sinco May, 18351,

Froma return just issued it appears that
during tho last twelve yerrs England has
xp2andol asum cqual to 32,616,934 upon
coast fortifications, distributed for tho most
part at Portsmouth, Plymouth, Peortland,
Pembroke, Sheerness, Dover, Gravesend,
Chatham and Cork.

Advices from Capc of Goo:l Hopo the 17th
November roport that disturbances have oc*
curred near Natal. A band of natives, lod
by their own cliefs, a 1 comumitting many
excesses.  Tho Governmont have sct tho
volunteers against them. A son of thoe Col-
onial Sceretary of Natal twras killed in the.
1ate skirmish,

A telegram from Singporo: says tho body
of Dutch {roops, under the command of
General Van Sweiten which lately landed on
the coast of Acheen havo had an engage-

General Garcia at the head of 2.000 men
has defeated n Spauish culumn, and also
capturod somo large fortifications, making

irisoners of the ontira garrison, without
firing o singlo shot,

Engl:mi has asked [I'rance to co-operate
with her In instituting an iavestigation of
the Villo du Havroe Jdisaster, effering to pay
all exponses of witnesses. France cordially
accopts, and promises the investigating shail
bo searching and complete.

The dangers to be encounterod on:the
west coast of Africa may-le estimeteddrom
the fact that out of the 110 officers and:men
of the marines who embarked in England a
faw months since, only six have been abie
to remain on that station.

A special despatch from Berlin to the
London Zimes says that in consequence of
the formation of fortificd camps at Belfart,
Besancon, and Verdun, Prussia will increase
her military reserves. ‘Tho Féderal Coiineil
has ordered the distribution among’ the
States of the German Empire of another
installment of the French war indemuity
amounting to 20,000,000 thalers.

.The Flying Fisk,another of the unarmered
composite screw sloops, of which class a
number have been sent afloat from the var-
ious English dock yards during the past
year, was launched from the Chatham
(England) dock-yard on thc SthNov. The
building of this vessel was vory rapid, as the
authorities were anxious to get hor complet
ed and ready forsen.

The Sedwick memorial fund has nearly
reached the aplendid total of} £10,000.
This amount includes £1,000 from " the
Duke of Devonshiro, £500 from Professor
Selwyn, and 100 guiness from the Princo of
Wales, ’

There aro only four old Prussian colors
remaining in France, with tho exception of
two old flags fon the grave of Napoleon I.
To this number must Lo added the Prussian
cavalry standards, which aro in tho groups
of colors of the Second battalion of thoSixty
fiest regiment of infantry, which wero lost
at Dijon during the last war. A1l other
Prussian trophics xhich were formerly in
the possession of the French were either ro-
taken by the Prussians in 1814, or, as the
French say, burned together with all tho
colors keptat tho Ifotel des Invalides--at
Paris by thoe veterans.resident there,xs.they
saw tho capture of Paris was . unavoidable.
It is said that they collected tho ashesof all
the trophies burned, threw theminto a cask
of wine, and drank the mixtorse-to tho
health of tho Emporor. The sword of
Froderick the Great, which the First Napol-
con took from Potsdam n 1803, could noit
bo found in 1S14 and 1815, in spito of all
scarch. It bad been coricealed in the Capola
of tho Li.tel des Invalides, but 1t is:said
that it is now in tho possession of some pri
vate gentleman. Whether tho upper part
of tko colors of the Second battalion of tho
Sixtcenth Regiment of Prussian: Infintty,
which was shot off at Vionvills and found on
tho ficld of battlo by tho French, has been
sant to Paris ornot has not been ascertaine
cd. Two Prussian guns Jost at Gravelotto
woro returned at tho surrender of Metz;
and, in fact, ouly one Prussian gun,lost
duriog tho late war st Besune:lo-Rolande,
remains in the hands of theFrench.

ment with Sulnat's army and defeated it.



