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finally smiotliered under ita weighit. The acorn germi-
nated and sient out ruotiets down thero in the dark,
but the sprout srgldfor lig-ht and air. Weiglïed
down with the brick it could not risc, but it hadl mois-
turc, some wvarnith, and inucli vitality, it, pushed ont a
long spindling shoot of a yelloivish whîite, tili it reach-
cd the cdge of the brick, theii it shot, out iiito sunlight
a tender weakly plant; it became gren in time, forin-
cd a curve in its growthIi pwards, and was a crookcd
sapling and an ugly gnarled tree-but then it began
]îe-witli a brick on it. The bccch-nut, with the brick
on it, had. vcry muchl the experience of the acorn 'only it was longer Iingerig into Iight, geriew slower and
mnade a More crooked and stuited trce. Many wo.ider-
cd why ini such a soul there should bc such unsightly
and unthrifty trocs, but they did not know that thoy
cerninenced life tinder a brick.

The history of niany of out Contgregationai churchos
znay be rcad i tho story of the sceds under the brick.
M1any of our'churchcs in Canada were commneneed as
mission churclies, auxd plantcd iii a good soul whcere
there was plenty ofrouin for them. Thoreweroall the
coniditionsef growthi,but tley had a brick on theni.
They were placed under a chui-ch debt with the 1dea
that in senie remarkable mariner thoy could in thoir hi-
cipiency push through. the debt or carry it, by paying
the interest freini year to year. Now ail thoso who'
bave nover been askcd to help pay a church debt whcn
the3# have rend this fa r, will say: that is it, churches
bave ne righlt te go ia debt. " This however is ruot true.
It is a very popular saying with those who do net like
te 1.67P pay churcha debti. CLsely lookod nt, howover
churches have &3 inuch right to contract a debt as an
individual.

As a getieral rttie Lt is prudent for both 'individuals
and churchos te keep out of debt. There mnay howv-
ever be circuistances inu whichaiudlividual ora chL.rch
Mnay be fulIy juiutified ini contracting a debt. When
thc debt is coatriuctcd for somne nccessary objeot, flot
for moere ornaiiient or luxury, and there is a good and
reasonable prospect of its being paid in due 'timno, it
May be wisely co-atracted.

No gencral rule oan be laid douwn that shall have ne
exceptions.

One rule which we belie should have no exception
is, that mission cht.irclles should neyer be staited with
a debt- on thei.i [t should bo considered aaasine
quft iwon of beginning a mission church, that it begins
without a debt. But yo'. nmust have church buildings,
that is truc. In this cîînate -ie caninot hope te, do
anytluiug by preaching, as a rule, out of doors. flence
it Ahould be coaisidured as a legitinuate part of mfissioni-:
ttYy expenses t ecreet decent, modern, con2fortable

buildings for miissionary enterprises, not necesarily
expensive, but ini keeping wvith the surroundings.

-No denoinination uHtould feel that they are preparcd
for iuaissionary workin the homne field, iii the nineteenth
century, tilI they can start with a place to prcach in,
and iii whichi thcy may rationally hope te gather a
conlgr-egation, and this place should, have no debt upon
it. For how caxu parties wluu, cannot pay running ex-
penses without iniissionary lp pay a dubt, or the in.
terest on one, A church paying its own wgy xaay nob
find it diflicuit te rmise a few hundred dollars more fqg
the intereet un the debt; and if they dîd thcy could
keep the minister's fainily on short commnonsi fer a few
yearm, that is, on the supposition thrat the salary in iÏot
a minimum one, and will bear paring dowïn without en-
dangerîag the pastoral relation. At any rate a church
that is, self -supporting ougiut to, be able te judgc wheih-
or thoy could pay the interest on a church debt out of
their own pockets, or safely squeeze it o'ut of the min-
ister's salary. No instruction ià ofièrcd on this- point.'
A mission church' however, is diffcrently situatcd. li
cannot mucet, its current expenses andi its minister Lu
dependent on outsido aid, and his salary cannot be
pared without coming down to the cjuick. There M n
resource from, which tlie iritercst on two or even o .ne
thousand dolIlars eau be drawn. If a church in doing
its utmiosqt cannot pay its nîinister, how can the sanie
churchi pay a year]y interest on a church debti Yeb
piarties iii self -siustaining chutrches will say : surely they
can mise the intercst, on a thouasand or se. Now let
the mission churcli in its straits gret the ladies-if they
happezi te have thom-at work with their needica, géi
up socials an~d selI their work, and tlfoy wiIl be de-
nounced for resortitc, te snch mnens ýqr getting nýoney.
In futet ail the nioncy they can legitiinately raise be-
leings te the inissionary seciety, whom they are xaorally
ionnid te relier-e of Élie burden which thcy have a U- i

cd. Iu nmany cases howvevcr, this thing is noet ousîer-
ed--a mission cfiurch is expectcd te grow undtr a,
churclidebt as the seed undor the brick, and rhi
wondcr that; se many of our mission churches have fail-
cd, or been stunted and dependeut for years. Why'la
it ? they say, something is wrong. You are ini thié
iwrong place. You hiad botter pull up stakes, and try
somoewhere else. Or elso: There is a stick in the
pulpit, or thero wou]d bo more 'progresê." No,, neo 1.
there is à brick on the seedling, and if it should zreei
eut under tîto circunmstances into daylight, Lt will
with a bent back, stunted and crippled at. the
It will carry the effeets and iarks of its ear]y strugglei.
deep down imt the next generation. By thià, we dé
not niean, that Mission churcmes should bc advised e~i
e hift without, cluurch buldings-this they caniibt ao.
But that ini planting. a mission whcre thoeo is ne nu-


