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THE LB 0F M ARRIAGE.

Without doubt the present ten-
dency ot civihzed countries is to
thoroughly divorce the state from
ecclesiastical control. Free churches

in free states with the state supreme.

Hence the growing opinion that
marriage is primanly a civil con-
tract. That the marriage relation
lies at the very foundatian of social
life is scarcely open to question,
that the state should exercise con-
trol thercin must  also  be
questioned.  Nor will the believer
in revelation for a moment doubt
that wherever the Bible speaks
thercon. to him and to his,even in
therr relation to the state, that word
is sapreme.  \When Rome Papal
was supreme arbiter of Europe her
forbidden degrees could only by
herself be rendered lawful, her
power alone could take away the
sanctity of the sacrament of matre-
mony. Did any doubt anse. she
was ever ready for a consideration
to resolve that doubt as she deemed
best, and ambiguity was at an end.
Things are not so now, and the
marriage (uestion in many respects

appears to be hopelessly confused.

There 15, however, no need of the
reinstaternent of the Roman Ponti-
fex Maximus as supreme judge in
social or rehizious matters, there is
need of cUm consideration on the
part of all of every nation who de-
sire to build the social fabric upon
the abiding principles of true mor-
ality'; and the Christian Charch has
here ample opportanity for the dif-
fusion of Christian principles and
sentiment, of. in short. forming the
sentiments which give character to
the state.

Can the majonty of people tell
infahbly whether they are married )

(civiilviornot ?
upon the nghts of = donicile.”
which 1s d-fined to be, not catizen-
ship. but the place in winch ayer-
son fixes his home without any
present intention of definite change.
A citizen of the United States
dwelling here is subject to the law
of his domicile. though still retain-
ing citizen nghts 10 his native land.
Then there are catam rules Lud
down.such as the followmg. A mmor
follows the domicile of his father,
a marned woman that of her hus-
band, and these princaiples have -
portant bearings upon the marriage
Guestion in its avil aspect : the true
Christian is not regardless thereof.
A late case in the British courts will
indicate the intent of this article in
its cautionary tonc.  In certain
cases French law requires the con-
sent of relatives to a marriage, a
young man wooed and won an Eng-
lish girl, crussed the channel without
the required consent, wonfurined to
all the requircments of Brnitish Jaw,

and was married in the house of his

bride. French law holds the mar-
riage void, and the deasion of the
IEnglish law also now is that even on
British soil the marriage is illegal,

un- .

_]m'lstx write much !

;]anlcm coinplications ause in the
ncighboring States which have their
bearing upon us in some instances.
. Here 15 a case, remembering that
according tu the constitution of the
U.5., the laws of one sovercign state,
as arule, have full faith and credit in
cvery other state. A man married
- in Obio, moved some time after to
lowa, where, with his wife, he lived
several years,
procured a divorce in Chicago, and
returncd to lowa, where he married,
as he supposed, iygdn settling down
with his new Jove. Wife number
one enters, applies to the courts in
Towa, and obtains a decree declaring
| the divorce null and void. Wife
munber two obtains a decree in jili-
nois, declaring it valid, whereby the
man in lTowa has a wife he does not
,want, in Ilinois, onc he does want ;
vin cither case a wife who is not his
wife, together no wifeat all,

our own flag, we have similar anom-
Palies ; marriages  within  certain
[ degrees of affinity being lawful in
Australia under the Queen’s author-
! ity and invalid in the British Isles.
This latter case, however, is one that
is complicated with ecclesiastical Jaw
amnd prejudices, which we shall leave
out of vur present consideration.
On these tangled hnots we would
j venture a very few practical words
i to give forceto whichwe havethusfar
i stated these cases. We utterthemnot
i lightly, they are worthy of rememb-
ranceby parentsguardiansand young
i people contemplating  matrimony.
Understand.in thisas in every other
tsoctal privilewe, there are corres-
ponding obligations.  Noane live to
i themselves. Therefore, young men,
stand up and be married like men.
in the open light, fearing none save
P God L and voung women. ere vou
| ive soursclves nrevocably away,
see toat that first none of God's
laws are being broken, and second
onh to that. that vou are in truthful
Paccord with the powers that be:
tdon’t discard, morcover. the ad-
pvice of older and wiser  heads,
I Pareats, guardians,  while  cever-
cising  a  praverful watchfulness
over vour ward, guard  against
an iron rule which would tend
it foster secrecy. Inthis, as in all
matters,  straightforwad
;and tinthful modesty have theleast
Cto foa. At Al events, keep con-
cscience dearand then eveabunghng

| laws have little power to confuse or -
Even in the matter

‘ put to shame.
cabove-board : obey Gord's laws first,
“then will voun have little cause to
fear the complication of state enact-
ents,

PALESTINGE
i 710N
l Ihat the children of Isracl will
|
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again dwell in their own country,

rebuild Jerusalem, and cause the land
j again to flow with milk and honcy,
“is a firm bclief with many : many
i shadows forccasting the comingevent

arc being constantly pointed out as
,confirming that belief and the not
far distant fulfilinent of this cxpecta-
ction,  We do not intend to discuss
_the question as to how far the Scrip-
 ture of the Old and New Testaments
warrant such a behef, but to put our
i readers in possession of certain facts
~which at least may prevent them

from building on utterly false

foundations, thinking that they have

the right of domicilg being not with | a rock bencath.

the bride, but with the bridegroom.

Itisnot always re-assuring to trace

For some rcason he

honesty |

of the heart, let ali vour doings be

newspaper paragraphs totheirfounda
tions, religious journalism is no ex-
ceptivn, nor, alas, is the pulpit.
Brown and Jones surmise, Brown
tells Smith, Smith enlarges to Black,
Black to White, Whitce tells Jones
who cagerly listens to the wondrous
story which, having passed through
so many hands, he does not recog-
nize, and now must most certainly
be true. Here is a sample : Some-
body surmises that if the Jews are
L to return to a regencrated Palestine
modern civilization must move there
toc, and eventually the following ap-
pears in a so-called religious journal,
‘we in our simplicity have ever asso-
ciated religion with ordinary care in
the collecting of information regard-
ing facts) :—*“ A railroad stretches
over a part of the Holy Land, the
lscrecam of the iron horse cchoes
among the hills and valleys where

diction of a chariot that on the great
preparation day of the Lord would
run like lightning.  There are also
two hundred and fifty Protestant
churches  worshipping among  the
sacred hills; seven hundred and sixty

.childrcn in the Sunday Schools of

.'l’.xlcslinc ring out the very hymns
jand songs that our children: know
and «ing here in America. Baron
Rothschild, at the time of the last
loan of 200,000,000 francs made to
i Turkey, accepted a mortgage on the
iwhole of Palestine.  Owing to the
j Jewish immigration, the population
Lof Palestine has more than doubled
! during the fast ten vears.”

| Al this sounds very encouraging

and has the ring of well founded |
news, but a late U. S. Consul at |

Jerusalem  reading  this, writes a
comment as follows:

! “Tlhere 18 not a ralroad i all
" Palestine nor an A merican mission-
cary but one Protestant church in
! Jerusalem,  another  outside  the
twalls, and one at Nazareth., The
i Jewish  population  has incieased
L during the last few (vears, but the
population of the country has more
rrapidly  decreased. The Jews go
thete to die. not to live. Baron

+ Rothschild has no mortgage on Pal- |
No Jew around Jerusaiem

j estine,
towns or cultivates an acre of land.”
¢ 1fmen restdent there are to be
eredited rather than manufacturers
of histery far awav. the only enu-
gration of Jews thither is that of
Jewish  paupers. It would scem
i that orthodox Jews now pay the
| ancient temple tax in the shape of
alms to their poor brethren in and
caround the Holy City.  During
Cthe past ten years some 5.000 have
found their way thithei to partake
of this really pauper fund, and as
the marm die, and many of the
more robust eventually tire of the
rstrict rules enforced by the rabbis,
the number remains about station-
ary. It is said that in Jerusalem
| with 25,000 inhabitants there are
I'sizzty  charity associations.  Sir
| Moses dontefoire and Baron Roths-
' child have taken anactive interest in
, the work of the regeneration of their
. brethren and  the country, but re-
y sults as yet have been any thing but
cassuring.  The ““ Alliance Israclite ™
formed by the Parisian Jews has
, met with no better success. That
. there are arricultural possibilities
tin the lana 1s undcubtedly true,
though cven these may be over-

rated seeing that the terraces on the |

hills have been neglected, lcaving
littie elsc now but the barren rock.

'To put it very mildly, statements as
to returning fraitfulness and Jewish
[emigration thither may be taken
Vewm grano salis.,

i On the other hand, it is true that
ra few years ago in South Germany
there arose a number of Christian
men, enthusiasts, who believed they
were called upon to prepare Pales-
tine for the second advent of our
Lord. They believe in a glorious re-
generation ofthe promised land and
its being peopled, not by Israel ac-
cording to the flesh, but by Isvael
according to the spirit, and they
work in expectation of the Saviour
coming to inaugurate His millennial
reign.  If any class of men appear
likely to succeced in what to any-
thing but cnthusiasm appears a
hopeless task, the* Friends of Jeru-
salem’ are certainly that class;
they are religions enthusiasts in

. | . . . . s
Under | the prophet long ago uttered his pre- 4 indaserial works, having, since 1868,

established four colonies, that of
i Jerusalem, Jaffa, Haifa, and Sharin,
, They till the soil and work with a
i\\‘l!l. What men can do they are
i doing: yet to a keen business eye
the work scems next to hopeless.
Trae, in 1878, the inports of Pales-
| tine were $373.000, and the exports
$1,500,00u: but the fuel question in
a land where waterstreams are not,
practically settles theindustrial ques-
tion, and there are now no forests
of Lebanon. Yetheisaboldmanwho
would say Palestine cannot be re-
generated, only we warn our readers
acainst the glowing accounts of the
present Jewish emigration thither,
and of the mortgage held by wealthy
Jews which, foreclosed. will place
Israel in possession.  What at pres-
ent is being done toward the restora-
tion of Palestine is, for the most
spart. bemg done by men who are
working for the second advent of
our Lord, and whose lincage is
pavonedly not that of Israel accord-
{ing to the flesh. unless. indeed, they
it belong to those ** lost ten tribes,”
whose wanderings have been traced
i from the Ohiomounds of thiswestern
continent to that wondrous race,
‘thc Ingenious Japanesc.

. -
THE HEART WILL SPER.

We cut the following from the
NV Jadependent. Ttproves,as we
have often scen before, how sceptical
theories break down at the cntical
test, and how those who can turn
away with scorn from revelation
when the skies are clear, when the
sun is shining, and all around is
pleasant, are fain to fall back on its
teachings, its comfurts, and its very
words in  times of darkness and
bereavement :

“Geourge Eliot was the most dis-
tinguished literary ¢xponent of the
grcat Agnostic party in IEngland.
At her funcral the representatives of
the party were present in force and
took charge of the services. As these
arc the men who have been telling
us that we can know wothing of any
personal God or of a life to come,
that the alleged miracles of Christ
=arc incredible, and have given the
whole force of their teaching in sup-
, port of practical Athcism, it is inter-
, esting to ubserve how they spoke in
j view of the extinction of the exist-
ence of onc who will have an im-
mortal fame, if she did not have an
immortal soul. Dr. Sadlcir, one of
their leaders, made the chiefaddress,
which is said to have ‘accorded well
with the feclings of all present.




