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blace.  We are apparently on the eve of,
great events.  The spring is advancing ra-
pidly, and hastens catastrophes, Our trust |
must oo lively in Christ, for the end may!
overtake us with but short notice. i
Of ‘our health 1 can say, thank God, the!
best. My mily is well. May God con-!
tinue Iis favoer towards us.
Awaiting your remarks and notice,
I remain, Dear Brethren, l
Your fetlow-laborer in Christ,
Eren, M. Lpststs,
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IXFANT BAPTISM IN THE GREEK Clll}llCiI or |
BITOLIA AND ANCIENT MACEDONIA.

All the services as wel' as well as other
weligious performances take place at an early
hour in the morning, vz, 2 o’clock Turkish,
avhich is about 7 a la Franka. This morn-
dng at that time 1 had the pleasure or rather
ahe misfortune of witnessing the baptism of
four little children of three days old, of
avhich one of them is the grandchild of our
Jandlady whose house we are now occupy-
ing. So at 7 o'clock this morning I was
already on my way to the church for the first

ime. The street as well as courtyard of the
xhurch was crowded with people because the
wervice of the day was just over, I entered
tdie church, which was as cold as an ice-house,
and took seat near the door, in order not to
attract any attention, and as the service was
just finished, and muw: - of the peoplé' were
vet heiping themselves to the communion,
which was in great heaps prepared for them.
Every one of them before and after partaking
of it made the sign of the cross, and before
leaving the church kissed the crucifix,” holy
Mary, and other saints, and went their way.

Shortly after the church was nearly empty of !
people, excepting of a few who remained to !

witness the baptism. For about a half hour
there was a perfect chaos, and I thought my-
self n the midst of a market-place, for per-
sons were going and coming in all directions,
and were talking and laughing as loud as
they pleased. Anl several of the “papas”
Yassed by them as indifferently as could be.

became a little impatient, and asked when
the baptism would take place, for it was an
hour behind the time n‘ready. I was in-
formed that the friends wers there already,
and were only waiting for the “ napa” (min-
ister in the Greek language). immediately
ane of them appeared, arraved for the occa-
sion, and with a book in his hands. At that
wmoment I removed, myself to the centre of
the church in order that I might see all and
lose nothing. From there I saw all the wo-
men standing with the babies in their arms
in the outer porch of the church, where it
was freezing cold, but fortunately the little
ones were well weapt-up. There stood also

the “papa,” where he read out of the Gospels
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to them for about half an hour. Nuring that
time great preparations were made for the
baptism. A very old man, called also papa,
appeared, who looked as if he could neither
see nor hear, performed the greatest part ot
the ceremony.  ‘The preparations were these:
A littie stand was brought in, upon which a
tut with cold water was paaced. Near.by
that stand was another one with a great many
little wax candles which stuck to it, and
which were lit on the occasiun. And by that
stand there was atfached a little tin dish to
it, with a cover that had many holes in it,
and which was filled with incense. It was
also lit as soon as the time for baptism ap-
proached. At that hour the chaplin got
through with his reading, and the godmoth-
ers with their little charges walked into the
church, and placed themselves where the in-
cense was burning. ‘The old man presided,
and at a sign from him the four little infants
were placed on the floor, which was of mar-
ble, and were immedfately uncovered, net-
withstanding their being entirely naked.
But soon the old papa appeared with a small
dishin his hands whieh contained holy water,
and with which he sanctified the littfe crea-
tures previous to the baptism by making the
cross apon them. As soon as this was over,
some hot water was brought and put into the
tub of coid, and then the old Pope took up
one child after another and bathed them in
the tub asif they really, needed it. Nota
word or remark was said while the immersion
was going on, and yet there was no appear-
ance of solemnity whatever., After having
washed them thoroughly well, he gave them
back to their respective godmothers, who re-
ceived them in parts of the clothes in which
they were brought; and, after having al-
lowed a little time for drying, he came with
a small can of oil, and anointed them with
it, both bovs and girls. After this he
fetched an old pair of scissors, which looked
very much like old snuffers. and with it cut
the hair of eachinfant. What he did with
the hair, I cannot tell, but as soon as he got
through with all this, an old woman appeared
with soap and water, and waited upon the
holy man in pouring the water over his hands.
The Laptism was now closing, and the chap-
Jain took up the book and read out of it
without any air of solemnity whatever, for he
knows that the people do not understand it,
and, while he was reading, talking and laugh-
ing were going on from all sides. After the
reading both.the cld and young papas begau
to sing a psalm, and while they sang, the
godmothers with their little charges were
obliged to go round the circle where all the
ceremonies were performed, and every time
they came in at the front of the crucifix they
bowed. This they repeated three times, and
when there was no more to do, the old man
said something to the women and disappear-
ed. 'The women soon advanced to the altar,
where I followed them, and where I saw what



