IN NOVA SCOTIA AND THE ADJOINING PROVINCES.

which distract the Church in our day. And
#a long as congregations * call any man fa-
ther” in the sense already explamed, so long
Wil people be gullible and leaders ready to
igull.  Against this deplorable rudicalism, the
‘sure buckler is the knowledge of the truth,
Ahich emancipates both from sin and from
Bhe wiles of pseudo-reform. J.8.
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Who is to blame?

.
3 Oxce ordained in, and inducted to a parish
30 Scotland, a clergyman becomes ¢ part and
Barcel” of that community, indissolubly one
‘mith itin all its interests. ‘Tnere, are to be
Tiis ¢ lines,” there, his ¢ local habitation,” and
there will his name be known and remember-
od. His affections become centred there;
there his time is spent, there his energies de-
yoted, and his talents iaid out on interest.
Xhe force of circuntstances does not compel
JRim to make it a mere ** stepping-stone” from
Zwhich he may hope, at some future time, to
d¥ise to something better, when opportunity
ffers.

He is not forced to make it a mere obser-
atory from which to survey the * surround-
gs,” to become a candidate for the first va-
pancy, offering superior advantages. The
Beverse of this state of things is the exceptien
ot the rule.

But that it is far otherwise with the coloni-
k! clergy is, and has been a matter-of long and
Boud complaint.  After a few years’ labour in
Fpne congregaion, they are willing to, and of-
zen do leave for another, and when a mutual
i cquaintance might begin to facilitate his la-
Bours, and render them more profitable, he is
Walled to, and gladly accepts a new and unri-

pd field of Jabour. Bat, “ who is to blame ?”
Jefore passing sentence, let us see where the
ault lies.  The young clergyman comes from
pur “ Fatherland,” fall of sympathy with its
pnstitutions, second to none in the world ; it

ay be fresh from the *¢ halls of learning,” or
serchance, at duty’s call, from some field of
Plabour, where  workmen” are not so * few
®nor far between,” as on our far distant shores.
RPreliminaries are arranged. He receives a
cail : and is in due course ordained and in-
Bducted. He enters on his important duties,
Bwith great promise of pleasure to himself, and
g£muzh profit to others. All his energies are
brought to bear upon the sacred duties of his
%responsible calling. He at once sets about an

exarmination of the parochial machinery, mak-
3 ing repairs where needed, and supplying parts
¥ that are wanting.

8o far all is well : and if he be at all popu-
iz: the novelty of the thing creates and main-
tains, for a time, an excitement in the con-
gregation, that awakens, for a little, even the
wost indifferent, to sympathise and help; and
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minister and people are brimful of hope, with
such flattering prospects. Days, weeks, and
months are rolling past, with mere than wan-
ten speed: but because the exeitement is
among the things that cannot * go on,” it
gradually subsides, as the usual routine of
life’s * activities” come to claim their dus
share of attention.

A year has passed away3 but not without
leaving behind it ample evidence that it has
been one, more of disappotutment, than kope
realized, to the minister. ‘The heavy, meas-
ured step tells of departed buoyancy, the once
joylit face, on which you could not look with-
out catching up the happy spirit that irradia-
ted it, is now pensive und sad: the former
frankness und sociability have given place to
constraint and reserve, the lip that was wont
to smile upon ull, is now set with disappoiit-
ment: and the eve that beamed with coufi-
dence in all, now looks with a tinge of susp.-
cion. In the discharge of kis duties, he hus
discovered, to his unspeakable regret, tha:
there is a *‘generation” in his congie ration.
“ pure in their own eyes,” and far more au.-
ous and concerned ahout their minister’s pic-
ty, thar: their own. They are *“ umeasonubi -
|, men,” expecting in their minister, what no
~mere man possessed since the fall, perfection.
' ‘They have an eye for his faults, and are cver
suspecting his virtue ; sins that are quite trif-
ling and pardonable in others, are heirous in
hini.

A Thearty laugh, a humorous or witty ex-
pression, a genial, naturai manuer and talk,
are regarded as not only unbecoming in kim,
but against such, & ly hauds are raised in hor-
ror, and hely brows contracted in censure,
+ herce, if he have strong impulses, he must
; ““hold them hard,” and conceal them under
the garb of professional seriousness, and be-
i come a hypocrite, if he would retain his infla-
:ence with these. ‘These are but trifles, but
| they cannot fail to discourage, and uunsettlr
i the mind of the most determined to do good.

But again, these * unreasonable men” who
1 not unfrequently hold tae * balance of power,”
{in not a few cungregations, expect their min-
tister to echo their thoughts and opiniens, and
{ on disputed points to decide as they would.
i They expect, in every exposition, something
i suited to their peculiar circumstances, and 1f

they be disappointed in their  unreasonable”
| expectations, they will not hesitate to criticise
him with angry feelings and uncharitable
words ; and uny idea that he may have given
not in. keeping with their opinions, they wiil
i denounce as not gospel. 'Iney, of course,
yknow the whole “ body of divinity” better
than he does, and must be his interpreter of
| the Church Standards.  Any new idea expo-
! ses him to the suspicion that he is not sound
| in the faith, and 15 set down to the score oz
. one of the many tsms which deserve only mia-
| gled pity and contempt. Hence it is eviden
that he was culled, not to be a teacker, to in-
» stract by bringing out of the gospel treasury




