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But, sas' the orthodox ornithologists, Il W hy need thera be any
-douIbt cf this inid AU yotu have to do ii to shoot your bird, and
carry it h orne, cûtnt its tocs, and its pI'inaries and secondaries (whaizt-
ever they ave>, examine its beak and its offier diagnostic inaiks, and

.Vou will thoen bc able to sav wvith confidence that lb is either a Nvood-

pccker or soniething else." WelI, I admuit that all this is trae, and for
the systeinatie ornithologist it is the only wvay, but for one who rnerely
,vislîcs to know the birds lu their native haunts, I Submis in al

hurniiility it is not necessary, and whien we -%vent to wvork List Spring wve
dlided not to do it. Aftc?- long and sonietimies warni discussions of'
the niatter, we caie to the conchîsion that whjen we fotuud ourselves iii

imiminent danger cf beconiiug great naturalists, there would stili be
timo to, shoot. Besides wve lhad access to one of the finest public col-
lections in Caniada, supplenmented by sone very comiete private cnes,
belonging to niembers cf the club, wvbich, w'c feit sure, the o'vners
wouild be glad to let 11% see ln case cf niced. Finzaliy, wvhat we Miost
wvished te study 'vas the habits cf thec birds, and a dead bird bias no
habits in particular.

Se we went ont, arnied wvith nothing More deadly tban a double-
barrelled field.gylasq. a note bock, and a copy cf i\ellwraithi's IlBirds cf

Ontrjo" ad, avig nastered, tea certain extent, ~btarcn
-%vriter on twcoceraft" cails "«the art cf holdingy down a Iog" " ve made
bags (1 miean note-bocks) wvldclî were te us, at ieast, as satisfactory as
if we had corne homie beglrimied with po'vder, and reeking, with the blood
cf slaughtered innocents.

Frorn the bleak Nvinter day wvben we first made eut, against the
dark background cf spruce and cedar, the grey uniforrn with black fac-
ings worn by that arch-hypocrite the Northern Shrike, throughi ail our
varied experiences cf musical thruslies and sparrows, nimble swifts and
swallows, and gaily-clad oncoles and wvarblers, till the cliniax cf aston-
ishment wvas reachied wlien we got oui- first glimpse cf the Scarlet
Tanager in ail biis tropical brilliance, one new delight followed another,
enly leaving room for vain regrrets that we biad wasted 50 many years
in ignorance cf the wonders about î:ý.

To give yen some faint notion cf what Mnay be seen in a Spring
ýday's walk, let nie ask you te niake with us, in imagination, w-bat we


