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plain, true heroic life-grand principles
and demnocratic privilege.

We are on the threshold of another
Century. XVe are in a transitive stage of
thought. We lie, as it were, at the
close of one and the dawn of a greater
cycle. While there are evidences of
progress and a new era breaks upon
the reflective mmnd of the wvorld, it
becoines the self-respecting member-
sh*3p of a Society remarkable ini history
and influence, to address itself more
thoroughty to the problcms of the race,
apply its prirciplcs to the ne-eds of the
age, and loyally work for a worthy ad-
herence to, a Society representing, in
sorne respects, the most advanced
thoughit in the realm of religion and
philosophy.

I trust your organization NviI1 in-
struct ; will proniote an acquaintance
with our principles, and foster a strong
attachment to the Society; that it will
prove more than a mneeting-place in
ivhich a feiv wvill load the rest up witb
facts; ihat cvery inember will be con-
strained to read and investigate for
himself or hierseifa, and will delighit to
support the institution of the Society
which makes for knowledge and ad-
vancenlent. No Friend can be con-
sidered an up-to-date Friend who does
not keep in touch with the best religi-
ous thought of the timies, who does not
know the thoughit and the doings of
our owni Society. Our literature is
abundant. No one can afford to be
without Frie;zds' Zntel/ig'ecer, a rnag-
nificent journal, a credit to the Society,
exhibiting, talent and ability of the
highest order. It is a good spirit that
produces the VOUNG; FRIENUS' Rn-
vi'.Ev, and a wider reading and circula-
tion should encourage it.

If your Association will promote
reading and cnquiry, it will promote
knowledge and a consequent admira-
tion and appreciation of the i ich hierit-
age we enjoy.

W'riting induces an accuracy of
knowledge and a definiteness of
thought; and essays and papers upon
,our principles, and different phases of

them-upon peculiarities and customs,
their origin and development-cannot
but prove instructive.

'Ihere is much unwvritttn of great in-
terest, if collected, regarding, the early
history and settlement of Friends in
your country. A fine field lies open for
the yonng people to, exercise their tal-
ent in looking up their family records
-the establishment zJ the Meeting,
the historical period which Friends
came to Canada, and so forth.

I look for happy resuits to flow from
these Associations, and such a spirit of
honest pride and emulation to grow up
as shall dispel the nxiserably insipid
condition and viewv, that Quakerismn
has lived its day; that can take no
satisfaction out of the thought that our
principles have been scattered abroad,
and other denominations are adopting
"lem, so that if our Society goes down
our principles wvil1 live anyway. I
trust the self-sespecting adixerents of
the Association nxay extract no conso-
lation frorn such a self-reflection. If
others are adopting and appropriating
our views we should be thankful, of
course, even thoughi they may be dning
it in spite of our inactivity. It may
safely be taken for granted that those
principles are flot spreading any too
fast, and that there is a fair amount of
stubborn soul right in our own Society.

The proper relations of nian to wiaa
are far from being observed. Tfhe
greatest inequalities and injustices pre-
vail under the sanction of law, which is
supposed to be the w-ill of the people.
True, these disabilities are flot ail due
to a grasping and over-reaching class,
but a great deal to wantoness, improvi-
dence and ignorance. It is our duty to
study the relation of the sacred rights
of property and wealth to the sacred
rights of equity-mercy and honest ef-
fort. Man is left to apply bis relation-
ship with God to his relationship with
nian, out of which arises the highest
conceptions of justice, mercy and relig-
ion. A broad field it is, and covered
by the first two commandments.

All the means of increasing our sym-
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