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diseased or unbalanced state of the
mind and emotianal impulses, persons
have been prompted ta, nurder, ta
martyrdom and suicide, under the
direction, they believe, oi these spirits.

Thase who Sa frequently refer in*con-
versation to the Holy Spirit, the Haly
Ghost, ta, the Spirit of Gad, or the
Divine Spirit, that has corne down ta,
us from Greek mythology, sa much ai
the style and terms af which are incar-
porated with aur religiaus literature,
and inadvertently, or, perhaps, inten-
tionally, inta the cantext ai those an-
cient writings called the Scriptures,
written in the Greek style and in that
mythological periocd, a style in which
the classics sa much admired, gained
ail the charms that mythology could
impart ta, make them sa, impressive and
interesting ta the taste af modemn
scholarship.

The confused ànd mixed style af aur
Bible literature is ernbarrassing even ta
Biblical scholars. The great lack af
accurate expression in the text because
of the mixture af the metaphorical or
mythological with the direct and des-
criptive has done much to establish the
diversified meaning and uses ai the
word spirit, which have helped to form
creeds, doctrinal disputes, and divided
saciety into so many religions sects.
Sectarians have neyer engaged in any
scientific analysis ai the term spirit for
the purpose ai uniting on one distinct
standard definition ta be used in re-
ligiaus discussions that this confusion
ai the term might be avoided.

When we speak ai the spirit ai a man
we refer ta a property or quality ai thle
man. Then we assert that God is spirit,
or a Spirit, and in-inediately we change
the idea arnd speak of the spirit af God,
as though we believed God was sanie-
thing else than spirit and the spirit was
one ai his attributes or praperties.
These expressions have led ta much
confusion and discord, flot only between
sects but between inembers ai the same
sects.

Robert Barclay, in the first proposi-
tion in his apolagy,, urges the importance

of a clear and Iltrue knawledge ai God
as the true and right understanding ai
this faundation and ground of knaw-
ledge is that which is most necessary
ta, be known anid believed in the first
place."

When we are told that God is spirit,
it becomnes bighly important ta know
precisely vhat that word means, that
we may have proper conceptions ai
God. If we give spirit the charneleon
character in which it is now used it is
impossible ta came ta any agreement
as ta, what canstitutes the true knaw-
ledge af God, which Robert Barclay
says is 50, essential in order ta, know
what is meant by the phrase, IlThais is
lufe etemnal ta knaw thee," etc.

To understand and ta submit ta the
s,,*irit in this practical, simple, yet mast
important sense, is indispensable for
aur salvation from error and evil.

Nothing but the truth can make us
fr-ee, and noîhing else but the spirit af
truth wili ever enable us ta, find that
truth which will make us free.

WVhile aur early Friends saw and feit
the fa)rce of these vie-.-.-, Luie state ai
society around thern was such that it
seemned ta abwoIuteIy forbid them fully
carrying out and realizing ail zhe ad-
vantages they promised.

It shouid be aur delight in aur mare
favored enviranment ta give full free-
dam ta, this spirit ai truth, that it may
free us f rom the bandage of error in aur
conduct, in every duty and relation in
lufe.

Early Friends mnade M/e spirit and
thte trutk essential factors in salvatian.
They accepted the sentiment that the
spirit ai truth will guide inta aIl truth.
Spirit here means an attitude ai the
mmnd, clear from the bonds of ail the
minar farces that taa often prevent it
ever knowing what it is ta be free, in
the sense ai IlThe truth shail make
you free.»

When the spirit ai truth takes pos-
session of us, or we yield ta, it in-
plicitly.with the utmost confidence and
assurance, it certainly will guide us into
the truth and out ai the many errars,


