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torical and critical. circles. Thiis criticisîn will go on. It will
continue its tlioroughi-going course. For the chiurchi dognYiati-
cally to stop tlîis spirit of enquiry would mneau at least to w'eakeii
the pulse of lier lîfe. W~e Cali conteniplate tlîis criticail iliove-
ment withiout tie slightcst fear of the, ultiîniate resuits. Out of
it thiere wvill ultixnately conic a miore intelligent grasp of and regard
for the saered seriptures. Now, if our chiurelh is to keep abrcast
of these tinies of growing intellectual activity and lier mninistry be
ini a position to guide and control, they iust knowv Soniething of
the critical probleins that are agit-atingv tie age, and have a, soine-
wliat intelligent gyrasp of tie nmodern nethods of historical criti-
cisni, as tliey relate to the 'books and facts of Rlevelation. Of
course nîo one expects that suchi questions shiould be frequently
deait with ini the pulpit -ilu sone, places, neyer. The grand
probleins of sin and salvation, teniptation and righîiteoustiess,
struggle and victory, duty and (lestiny, iust always constitute the
staplc theines of thme pulpit. But even shiould critical questions
nevyer be diseussed in the sanctuary, for lus own benefit, or for
the sake of the few whiomn the ii;nister is continually encounter-
ingç,, whio are interLýsted ini sucll inatters, lie should be preparcd
to viewv themn withi a mnasculine intelligence. Fewv thîngs cau. be
more serjous to the Chiurchi of Christ thman thiat any large nuin-
ber of its mnisters shiould be founid occupyingç a lowcr place in
intelligence than any considerable nuniber of tlieir people. Tie
Church nust keep itself up -w'ith the stronçg intelligence tliat is
tlirobbingr about it. And so our ininisters cannot, afford to bo
1igimorant of the great critical questions that are agitating the

Churchi.
3. But our strongcst reaison in fav'or of the Exegetical Chair

is, tlhat throughîi it our students are more likely to receive fulier
qualiticatious for thecir life-uvork tliani fromn any Practicail Chair.
Preaching always lbas occupicd, and 1 trust always wvill occupy,
the first place in the public services of the, Presbyterian Cixurhu.
It is the secret of lier robust -and mnanly Cliristianity. If suie
beconie weak ini lier pulpit, lier strengtlh inust dwindle. W1 e need
not disparage otlier ag',3ncics or other parts of publie services.
But as put by anotiier, " tliese ail %vait upon. preaclnng.e This is
thue kinc's' daughîiter, ail g-orious wvithiin and witlîout. Tie rcst
are 'the virgins - lier conipanions that follow lier.' If, then,


