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gracious compassion for ally shown in his trea ment
of the multitude of sufferers who througed around
his door after sunset.

Doces this revelation of the
of Jesus affect ourselves und our classes !
is the One * with whom we have to do
13), 1 afl ots us very closely.

For such as he then was he is now—* the sume
yesterday, and to-day, and forever,” He is the
great Teacher trom whom we can learn just those
L0st need to know, and just those thing:

character and habits
Since he

” (Heb, 4

thinzs we
which none else can teach us (comp. ver, &
hus almighty power, & power which iy be cither

exereised for us or agaiust which we shali strugg'e

in vain, e is close at band tor wll his triends;

they have but to tell him their needs and he cares

for them, He is still to be ** ministered to’'—us to

carthly needs (such a8 Peter’s mother-in-law cared

for on that Subbath) in the person- of the sufferers

and the poor—us to spiritual needs in the persons

of the ignorant and the erring. And he is still at

home to all who are willing to bring their needs to

him, like the suffering ones who gathered round |
that door in Cupernaum.

With which of these habits, if 1 may so eall them,
of our Lord huve we made practical acquaintance ?
In the gurden where 1 have been sitting to-day
that spot is brightest and gayest on which the sun
shines mo<t uninterruptedly. That life will be
the brightest and most fraitful which is affieted
and influcticed by ull that shines out of this ** Sab-
bath in the life of Jesus.”

The Lesson Council.
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Question 3. Wiat is meant by the possession of un-
clean spirifs ?

It is imposgible to explain the many statements of
the New Testament, or the words and ncts of our Lord
with reference to this class of cases, except by the
theory that evil spirits or demons actually guined con-
trol of certain persong, and tormented them in varions
ways. The theory of insanity or disenge from natural
causes, althongh it might account, in many of the cuses,
for the form of bodily or mental disorder manifested,
will not explain the fact that Christ distinetly recog-
nized the presence aftl ageney of evil spirits, spoke to
them, commanded them to ‘' Come ont,” and dis-
coursed somewhat at length with his disciples on the
pature and habits of these **unclean spirits.” Our
Lord was neither deceived nor n deceiver, hence there
must have been actual possession by wicked and
malicious spirits.—Rev. H. G. Jackson.

That evil spirits from without did take possession
of persons in Christ’s time is not unreasonable. Euch
bad man i possessed by his own bad spirit, which en-
genders disense and insanity in his body. Why ixit in-
credible that other evil spirits «hould take hold of
onr bodily organs and work similar mischief ? Do we
know enough of spirit life to affirm that they eannot?
Our ignorance of the unseen world ought to make ns
eiutions how we dogmatize in the face of Jesus.~-Rev.
D. €. Knowles, D.D.

More than twenty times in the New Testament
reference is made to this fact of demonincal possesgion.
It is hard to understand the phenomenon from present
observation of human conditions. It seems as 1l the
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servants of Satan were then permitted to control the
brains und nervous systems of persons either sinful or
wenk and make havoc with their whole life, playing
upon their delicute sty getire a8 a maniac upon an or-
an.  This strange inroad of evil may be in contrust to
the entrance of the Spirit of God into human life in the
incarnation of the Son of God, and muy belong almost
«olely to this striking period in the history of the con-
tact of the world of epirit with the world of mun
— Rev, William Ingraham Haven.

The conversations of Christ with the unclean spirits,
and his references to them, clearly indieate a posses-
<ion of individunls by an evil power foreign to them,
wid having a distinet personality § a part of the forees
of the ** prince of the power of the air.”  Itie not nec-
essary to infer that the persons thus dominated were
vicious, but rather are they classed in the New Testa-
ment nmong the aficted.— Rev. Olin B, (oit.

A. Why did Christ work miracles ?

His ebject was three fold : 1. To do good: to relieve
the suffering and comfort the afflicted. 2. To give proof
of his divine churacter and mission—fulfilling the
prophecies concerning the Messiah, and doing such
works as no man can do except God be with him. 3.
To foreshudow the results that follow the establish-
ment of his kingdom on earth; and to typify the
analozous work of spivitual healing and restoration of
lost powers to the gin-digensed gouls of men. nccom-
plished through his Gospel,—Rev. H. G. Jackson.

Jesus Christ wrought miracles to prove hig origin
and mission, They were hig credentials that he was the
Son of God, They manifested forth his glory us such,
Such elaime as he made required such works.—Rev. D.
. Knowles, D.D.

Because he had to. It was in him, as it was in
Grant to ernsh the rebellion. e saw the sick and was
moved with compassion. He knew lie conld hieal them
and hedid. This will explain the: reason of most of his
miracles. His soul was & irred nt humun need. and he
did what he could to help; and he could do
with the forces which we can only feebly use what-
coever he willed, and so he worked what we call
miracles, In gome instances he seews to have pre-
meditated his wonder-working, and to have wronght
his miracles to convince those about him of his mission
from God. that they might trust him and have confi-
dence in the good tidings of love which e brought from
the Father.—Rev. William Ingraham Haven.

his brothers, blind, and lame, and enf-
fering. Hix sympathy Jed him to make use of the
power that was hix to heal and restore. Men felt the
pre-ence of n higher power, and many who were drawn
to him by his marvelons works remained to helieve on
the truth that he taught.—Rev. Olin B. Coit.

Jesus saw men,

Cnmbridge Notes.
Mark 1. 21-84 (vers. a1-98=Luke 4. 81-87; vers, 20-34=
Matt. 8. 14-17; Luke 4.3840).
This lesson raises the profoundly difficult question of
« demonineal polimuion.“ Seven cases are recorded
in the gospels, and in all there 1% definite physical or
mental disease. Of the Jatter there are no other exam-
ples given. The symptoms, minutely described, suit
unknown maladies perfectly, and the color of contem-
porary Jewish superetition would easily evoke i rec-
ognition of satanic ageney, Nor would the evangelists
conceive 1t their mission to controvert popular errors
in wychnlnzy any more than in other science-. The
names of C. A. Row and Professor Bruce nve enounzh 0
show that no skeptical bias ingpires this altractive




