
110W TO TEACJI READING.

Agraini, let mie aski how miany teachers hiave been teaching littie
chiidren iists of words, without if e or nieaning, fromn iack of
thiat association which gives themi their force?

The wvorcl cat wvritten by itsclf on the board or seen on the
printed pagre is as mneaningless and lifeless as the scrawl of ail
infant, and, perhiaps, more so, for in his foriess scrawl lie some-
tirnes sees anl ciegant picture of a dogr or cat, but in the purely
artificial characters which lie sees before in, he recognizes
nothing.

Put a brighit and correct picture of a housebold tabby before
inii, ask himn what it is, then tell him that the chalk wvill tell

hinii the saine thiîg, whercupon lie alinost involuntarily ex-
ciains, as hie secs the ivords associated with sonie tanigible
object-tbe cat.

At first lie shouid icarn a few expressions, sucli as a cat, a,
rat, a hat, the cat, tlic rat, the biat; then, showinig himi a running
cat or rat, lie reads, aimost witbout effort,-tlbe cat runs,-the
rat rins. It is not neccssary to prolonig this discussion, for the
intelligent teacher xviii readily understand the miethod fromn
what lias already been said, and wvill sec the necessity of teach-
ing groups of words properly associated, if she would rapidly
teach chuldren to read, and banish thuat unspeakzable drawl and
monotone so frequcntly beard iii the sebool-rooni.

Agatin, I woul like- to ask how iliany teachers have been
allowingç chidren to rep.d around the ciass in consecutive order
while she bias been corrccting exercises or been engag,,ted ii somne
other wvork foreigui to flic lesson ? Let mie say hiere that sucb a
lesson is worse thanl iost timne; il, is suicidai, for it is but the
breeder of disorder, the producer of careiessniess, the direct
cause of inionotonous reading and indifferent conduct.

A readingt lesson clemands the c]osest watchfuiness, the mnost
vivacious mnanner, and the exercise of ail the intelligence at the
commiiiand of the teacher. Thiere are questions to be asked,
wvords to be especiaily noticed on accounit of soi-e pecuiiarity of
spelling or derivation, tinie to be judiciously divided up so that
the greatest possible advantage nîay be takc-n of it, miistakes to
be corrected, and the class, as a whole, to be kept on the qui
vive from the beginiiig to the end of the lesson.

Caîi this be donie if the teaclier is engagcd with somne other
duty ? I need hiardiy answer sucb a question. Too imucli time
inust iiot be taken for questions, as it is essentiaily a reading
iesson, but a question bere and anotherý there, with a wvxse ex-
pianation nlow and thien, w'ork wonders in kecping up the spirit
and attention of the ciass. Z


