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the * church of their forefathers,” who, g.ofessedly,
when the fit is on them, would rather go to the
stake than sec* a papist " in Parliament,who would
not pollute themselves by assoc."*ion with, or sup-
port of any one whc would consort with one of
them, have been known to pay over at once to aid a
Roman Catholic Bazar, more probat's *han they
have given during their whole lif. sor French
cvangelization. Behold Protestant .d Presby-
terian liberality ! What a beautiful sight! Sons
worthy of their sires! We can fancy how his lord:
ship, the bishop, suave ana polished as a bi§ho[>
should be, and his whole body 7Juard of priests,
lay brothers and sisters,would laugh in their slecve,
and enjoy as a huge joke the sight of befouled or
religiously addleheaded Methodist class leaders
and Presbyterian elders praying, and paying their
little driblets, the one day for the conversion of
blinded Roman Catholics, and the next giving
their presence and their dollars for the encourage-
ment, the upbuilding and spread of the only true
Church, and for the honour and glory of his
Holiness, the Pope !

o

THE ONTARIO LORD'S DAY ALLIANCE.

N Friday of last week an important meeting
was held in the Bible House of this city
for the purpose of completing the formation and
organization of a Lord’s Day Alliance for the
province of Ontario. We have already narrated
some of the preliminary stepr  which had
been taken previous to the above mentioned meet-
ing. This gathering, though not large in numbers,
was yet fairly representative of the different
religious bodics in the city, and delegates were
present from Hamilton, Kingston, St. Thomas, St.
Catharines, Guelph, Niagara Falls, Oshawa ; and
communications were read from several other
places both cast and west, expressing sympathy
with the movement and promising co-operation.
We were glad to see that Presbyterians were well
represented. The chair at the afternoon meeting
and for a part of the cvening was occupied by Mr.
John A. Patterson, barrister,and Mr. A E. O'Meara,
who has been very active in advancing the move-
ment, acted as secretary.

The name to be given to the organization was
soon scttled upon, and the meeting in the afternoon
was chiefly occupied in discussing and settling the
constitution and fixing the objects of the Alliance.
This required no little discussion, which was very
generally taken partin, ¢ nducted in an admirable
spirit and with evident carnestness on the part of
all present, The constitution in printed form
will in a few days at most be obtainable from Mr. A.
E. O'Meara, No. - Confederation Life Building of
this city. Inthemeantime, and generally, we may
mention that theobjects of the alliance are, by
the action of a powerful and widespread organiza-
tion, to aid loca! branches in their endeavors to pro-
cure the enforcement of the Lord’s Day Act as it
now stands, to test its efficiency, and if, when put
to the test, it shall be found insufficient, to obtain
fuller legislation ; to watch legislation which may
be sought for, especially by certain kinds of cor
porations, and see that noneis permitted ua-
favorable to Sabbath Observance, and to seek by
the use of all legitimate means to influence public
opinion, and by proper instruction of the young
particularly, to promote the growth of such a seati-
ment with regard to the Lord’s Day, as shall both
safeguard it as a day of rest and worship, and shall
do away with such forms of Sabbath-breaking
as have already arisen in the country. Inthe con-
stitution provision is made for the formation of
local branches over the whole country, and it is
hoped, and it is very importaat that this hope shall
be realized, that these will be speedily formed not
only in the cities, butin all towns, and in every im-
portant village. What is needed is a strong, and
widely diffused public opinion upen this subject,
the whole force of which can be brought to bear
upun the enforcement in every part of the Province
of laws now exisiing for the protection of the Sab-
bath, and in obtaining such further legislation as
may be found necessary for effectually guarding
the day of rest. As funds will be needed, and
quite probably to a considerable amount, the mem-
bership fee was fixed at one dollar, and a yearly
paymeat of not less than fifty cents.

The cunstitution settied, the permaneat office-
bearers for the year were nominated througha
nominating committee, and resulted in the clection
of Mr. J. K. Macdonald as the first pfesident, and
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Mr. A. E. O'Mcara as secretary, Mr. Elias Rogers
treasurer, with four vice-presidents and a large
committee representing the different “parts of the
province, Mr. Macdonald in the chair, called for
reports from the delegates from beyond the city as
to the state of matters in their respective localities
as regards the observance or desecration or the
Sabbath  All the delegates reported moreor less
fully, and from their statements the following would
appear to be about the state of matters in the
country as regards this most important matter.
First, that Sabbath desecration in th. shape of

“running street cars, and, in the season, of pleasure

excursions by water, and by railways, funerals and
diiving for pleasure, prevails already tua very cun
siderable extent, the city of Hamilton apparently
having obtained an uncnviable pre-eminence in
this respact. .

Second, that the principal enemiies to the Sab:
bath, aud the principal svurce of danger to it arises
from wealthy and powerful railway and steamboat
corporations, which carry on Sabbath desecration
under unscrupulous pretexts and dishonest evasions
in every possible way, as it is believed
both of the letter and spirit of the present Sabbath
laws, and in defiance of the local authorities.

Third, that the chief immediate cause of Sab-
bath desecration on the part of these corporations
is simply rapacity and greed, a desire and determi-
nation to make money at all hazards, and in every
way possible, so far as they can do it, and yet
escape, or evade the law, and often by bold Jdch
ance of it, trusting to their wealth aud streugth, the
unwillingness of individuals to take the aggressive,
and the difficulty for one reason or another ot secur-
ing convictions when they do. One great advant-
age, and an important object hyped to be secured
by the furmation of the Ontario Lords Day Alir-
ance, is the ability that may in this way be obtain-
cd to cope with, and fight out the battle with thesc
corpurations. I'or this purpose it was suggested
by the president, and able lawyers present at the
meeting quite agreed with the supgestion, that it
would be indispensably necessary for the Alliance
to appoint and employ a sclicitor to watch legisla-
tion carefully and act on its bzhalf, and Mr. A, E.
O'Meara was accordingly appointed to that ofh:e.

Fourth, all reports agree in the likelihood of an
increase of Sabbath desecration, and the expec-
tation, endeavour and determination of those
now doing it, is to do so on a larger scale during
the coming Summer and excurscion season than in
the past All were agreed upon this. It came
out, and wourking men everywhere shouid take
heed to it, that very soun the good and gratifica-
tion of working men are forgotten by the corpora-
tions which at lirst plead this recason for Sabbath-
breaking, and they become instruments and means
of heartless oppression of the working man. In-
stances of this were given by delegates who spoke
from personal knowledge. Representatives of
lahour present at the meeting pointed out the im-
putent and helpful bearing upon Sabbath oo erv-
ance as a day of rest, of the general enjoyment by
statutory provision of the Saturday half-holiday.
Encouragement was given to this movement by
the meeting, and further help was prumised to it
by a resolution which was passed, instructing the
Executive Committee to take such steps as it may
consider necessary to secure the passing of legisla-
tion for obtaining this boon for all,

Lastly, the necessity ot prompt acuon was em-
phasized so that such steps misht be takea during
the present session of the local Legislature as
might be necessary, if any, to increase the effici-
cacy of the preseat Lord's Day Act, and by watch-
fulness prevent any legisiation which may be
sought, as it is expected it will be, to cnable cor-
porations now desecrating the Lord’s Day todo so
on a still larger scale and with greater impunity
ia the future than in the past.

It is hoped that this movement will be very
heartily and generally entered into, so that not
only will the strong arm of the law be brought
down promptly and effectively against law break-
ers, but also that a powerful and sound public senti-
ment may be created throughout the country to
guard, defend and perpctuate this great gift of God
to man, upon which depends not alone the exist-
encc and power of religion, but even the preserva-
ticn of those material benefits and blessings indis-
pensable to the well being of civil society. All
information how to proceed in the furmation of
local branches will be promptly supplied upon ap-
plication to Mr. A. E. O'Meara, Room 77, Con-
federation Life Building, Toronto,

149
Books and hagazines.

Besides the stories which have been running for some
ttme the Methodist Magacine for March contains several
articles of more than usual interest and merit. We may
mention the following which are beaatifully stlustrated :—
* Our Own Couatry,” " Frince Edward Islang,’' * Every.
day Life in Bible Lands,” ** Gederal Both,” * Hospitals,
their History and Mission,” ¢¢ The Structure of the Stellar
Universe,”” and ** Medical Missions,” Wm. Briggs, To-
ronto,

The Treasury of Religious Thought for March contains
as sermons, * The Unction of the Holy Spirit upon Jesus
Christ, the Source of His Power and the Type of our
Aaciating by the Spuneg, by KRev, Ulwver €. Millar of
Roanoke Va, and *' An Earnest Life,” by Rev. Gerrard B.
F Hallock, Rochester, N, Y. * Sermonic Thoughts and
Leading Sermonic Outlines,” are suggestive and helpful to
the preacher. A Lenten Lecture,” by the late Philips
Brooks, and ** An Easter Sermon,” by Rev. David Gregg,
D.D.,, of Brooklyn, are suitable {o- the present season. Aa
interesting article s * Two Decad s of Daptist Troygress.”
This excellent magazine contains several special depart-
ments all of which will be found helpful. E. B. Treat, 5
Cooper Union, New York, V. 5.

The March number of Godey's #Magaszine shows that this
famous old publication is rapidly approaching the froat, and
that the public is appreciating it is shown by the phenom-
enal increase in circulation during the last few months.
This number contains as leading articles: ‘¢ Ben Bolt,”
tllustrated by Newman; * Types ot Eoglist Beauty " ;
‘* Masterpieces of Greek Sculpture™, ¢ Jeanne d'Arc?,
“ How a Spectacular is Praduced ” ; ** Artists and Their
Studios,” giving sketches of William M. Chase, J. Wells
Champuoey, and C. Ayer Whipple. Beside these, there are
short stones, sketches, poeras, book reviews, and fashions,
the whole set off with nearly one hundred supesb illastia-
tions. Altogether, it is one of the most attractive mag-
azines of the month. [The Godey Company, 32 Lafayette
Place. New York.1]

Harper's Maganne for March, along with much other
varied and imeresting maiter, contains as special features
fully and beautitully illustrated : ¢ Fox-Hunting in the
United States ;” * The Trial Trip of a Cruiser ;” “ The
Literary Loandmarks of Jerusalem ; " by Laurence Hutton,
** The Iadustnial Region of Northern Alabama, Tennessee,
and Georgia , " by Julian Ralph. ‘* An American Academy
at Rome ;" ¢ Heredity ; " by St. George Mivart ; “‘ New
York’s Common Schools;” by Stephen H. Olin ; last
Chapters of ¢ The Princess Aline ;" by Richard Harding
Dawnis; fourth instalment of * Heants lIosurgent ; by
Thomas Hardy. Four complete short stories. ** A Cali-
fornian,” by Geraldine Bonmner; “The Second Missouri
Compromise,” by Owen Wister, illustrated by Frederic
Remingtlon ; “ Fame's Little Day,” by Sarah Orae Jewett,
illustrated by W. T. Smedley ; and ** An Everyday Affair,’
by Oiga Flinch. Harper Brothers, New York, L.S.

With its usual wealth of illustration, accompanied by
reading matter of customary merit, 7/e Pelerson Magazine
for March 15 indeed an attractive 1ssue.  ** The Umversity
Founded by Franklin,” gives a comprehensive sketch of
the growth ofthe University of Peopsylvania. Marshall
Cushing writes brightly of ¢ Washington Literary People.”
A sertes of articles on prominent divines in the various
denominations 1s proving a valuable feature, the instal-
ment 0 this issue being devoted to * Some Living Bishops
of the Protestant Episcopal Charch,” Heory L. Stoddard,
in his department, **Said in Passing,” touches upon a
variety of topics. * A Visit to the Vatican,” apaper ac-
companied by eight illustrations, will interest all. A num-
ber of good stories, several additional articles on various
subjects of interest, and a numbc: of excellent poems com-
plete a well balanced issue of this periodical. Penfield Pub
lishing Company, 109 and 111 Fifth Avenue, New York.

McClure s Magazine for March comes to hand freighted
with an enusuzlly attractive series of articies. ‘' Ao O.ean
Flyer,” being notes of a first voyage on an_Atlantic liner,
will he read with interest both by those who ar: laoking
forward to fhesr first voyage, and by those who have
already enjoyed that pleasurable expernience. The Rt.
Hon. Wm. E. Gladstone wrtes on “ The Lord’s Day,” a
contribution which is followed by a number of photographs
of the Grand Old Man representing him as he has appear-
ed at various stages in his wonderful caree~. * The Lord of
Chateau Noir" 15 a story by A. Conan Doyle. A conversa-
tion with F. Marnion Crawtord, recorded by Robert Bndges,
as also two articles ¢ the treatment of diphtheria by
members of the New Yo. < Health Dzpartment, will appeal
to a not inconsiderable number. The fifth paper depicting
various phases in the life of Napoleon is as engrossing as
its predecessors. [S. S. McClure, Limited, 3o Lafayette
Place, New York City.]

The Homiletic Review for March opeas with the second
paper from the diary of the late Prof, Phillip Schaff, Prol.
Schodde, of Capital Umiersity, follows witk a discnmunat-
g acticle on * Mudern Criticism and the Scriptares.™ Dir,
Arthur T. Pierson writes on *“ Christ as a Divine Teacher,”
especially emphasizing His anthority, sublimity, spirituality,
and originality.- Other cootributors ar: Prof, T. W. Huat,
of Princeton, Dr. William Hayes Ward, Xerr B, Tupper,
D.D., ot Denver, Colo., on ‘‘ The b. zht side of 18ys.
Prof. T. D. Witherspoon, D.D., LL.D,, “The Homiletic
Value of the Book of Leviticus.” The discussions of ¢ The
Sacial Problem ”’ constitute one of the striking features of
of the Rewsew conducted by Dr. Stuckenberg., Prof. W. C.
Wilkinson contributes an appreciative pape: on the lateex-
President of Brown Ubiversity, Ezekiel Giiman Robinson.
James M. King, D.D., writes on * The Division of Public
Tunds on Sectarian Lines " as a living issue for pulpit treat-
ment. The number is one of unusual merit and interest.
Funk & Wagpalls Co., 30 Lafayette Place, New. York City.



