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Pastor and People.

THE TWO ANGELS.
C'wo princely angels clad In white and gold,
Who, strong and beautiful, before God’s
throme,
Reflecting His great glory, long had
shone,
Ince left seraphic hlerarchies old
{o serve poor man and tryst twith him to
hold.
Through lucent alrs they gladly float-
ed down,
Surcharged with joy that they could
make God known,
And pledges sure of His dear love unfold.
Soft as the brooding of a eeraph’s wing,
And fresh as breezes blow from climes un-
geen
S0 eweet ’amd strong thelr graclous minls-
tering !
Mild Tender Mercy ome, of blessed mien,
And Loving Kindness, with deep eyes se-
reme . .
And great good will, benignant like a
king.
—Mrs. M. E. Gates, in 8. 8. Times.

THE ONE CONDITION OF 1RUE
PREACHING *

In the sculpture gallery in the capitol
at Rome, there is a collection of busta
complete, or nearly complete, oi all ‘the
toman emperors, from the earliest to
the latest. The busts are, for the most
part, the work of contemporary artists. It
is a fine study to trace the decay of
the art from which the noble Greek
marbles oi the early Cuesars, through
the gradual decline in the silver age o:
the Antonines, to the relapse into bar-
barism, In the days o! the Gothic em-
perors. The singular reilection occurs,
that the sculptor who chiselled this lat-
est eiligy, a wourk little better than the
crude wooden doll of a child, a carica-
ture o; « human head, had beiore him there
in Rome, those consummate examples
froin the great period. The heir of all
the ages-—~he produced this! In the pre-
sence ol master-pieces, this was his handi-
work. The explanation ol such a de-

“eline and a degradation, is found when
we observe the condition of true produc-
tiveness in art. Lifeless imitation is de-
cay. The copy oi the best models passes
by Insenslble gradations into the pro-
duaction of the worst. Art comes from
life. Invention is, as it were, of the
soll. A great period of art occurs when
men get back to Nature, and a few men
ol genlus, generally men from the fresh-
turned furrows and the bare ribs of the
earth, lay hands, ungloved by convention,
on the reality of things; they must be
men possegsed of great energy and will,
for 1t is a}ways difficult to keep preas-
ing closely on the contour and form of
fact. The miserable declension of art
illustrated in that gallery of the capitol,
was due to the gradual drifting of its
ministers {rom the sources of truth and

" Inspiration, into the servile adoption of
routine. ‘s

And 80 in the matter of preaching,
vthe great models are always before us,
and the lasting principles of it are known
and admitted, but the secret of it may
very' easily be lost. It may. become—
il often has become—a dull mechanic ex-
ercise, which seems to the wise, childish
and trivial, and the more childish and
trivial because it affects, with the powp-
ous make-belleve of childishness, to be
something S0 much greater, something
even divine. ) .t

Every living preacher must receive
<is me:sige in a tommunication direct
from’ God, and the constant purpose of

‘ his life must be, to receive it uncorrupted,
and to deliver it without addition or sub-
traction.

It 1s & trulsm, but I think you will all
agree, a neglected truism. If in our
briel better moments, we see it, we con-
stantly are tempted to recede from jt.
No§ without some suspicion of what wmay

- be involved in unilinchingly accepting
it as true, we are apt to take refuge in
" moditications, compromises, denjals. Fiesh.
shrioks, and the heart cries out. Let
#ome one else go up the rugged steep of
the mountain and see hlm face to face.
Let some one eise stand awestruck in the
passing of ‘the‘Almighty. I will do sone
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humbler task. Let me read the lessons,
or let me recite the creed, or let me be

a priest, clad in the robes of oifice, which
are a discharge from personal fitness.
On many grouunds, and In many ways,
we disclaim our calling. The truth re-
mains as a truism, but we dare not
grasp vt ourselves. The world notices
our disclaimer, and accepts us on the
level of our own elected degradation.

It 18 a trulsm; but are we ready, in
face of what is involved, to grant that
it is true? The meswage must be receiv-
ed from God in a direct eommunication!
The preacher is indeed a prophet. 'T'he
full meaning of this dawns upon us as
we look at the alternatives. He is a
prophet; that Is, he is not merely a
reciter or rhetorician; he is not merely
a lecturer or philosopher; he is not, above
all he is not, merely a priest. .

We have to face the truism, the ne-
glected truism, that every living preacher
must recelve a communlcation direet from
God. This is, in the last resort, the
only justification of preaching at all. The
man is set apart to address his iellow-
men, sometimes men who are his equals
or superiors in knowledge and ability,
perhaps even in speaking power and
coplousness of language. Why shouid
they listen to him? There is no reason
why they should unless he has been in
the secret cell oi the oracle and has heard
God speak. And, indeed, practically they
will not, unless the authentic note is in
him, and Thus saith.the Lord, tacitiy
introduces all that he teaches. |Has
he never heard the volce? Is he not re-
peating a message? Then assuredly he
will fail. No man taketh this honour
to himseli. To be God’s mouthpiece, when
God is not speaking through. him, is a
fraud ot the palpable kind which men will
not away with. Over many an unfaithiul
preacher we are obliged to say what
Keble said of the disobedient man of God
in the old Testament (1 Kings, 13 : 26)—

Alas my brother, round thy tomb

In sorrow kneeling, aud in fear,

We read the pastor’s doom

Who speaks and will not hear.

All manner oi sins wmay be forgiven
a preacher—a harsh voice, a clumsy de-
livery. a bad pronunciation, an insuffi-
cient scholarship, a crude doctrine, an
ignorance of men; but there is one de-
fect which cannot be forgiven, for it
Is a kind of biasphemy agaicst the Holy
Ghost; it cannot be forgiven him if he
preaches when he has not received a
message from God to deliver. Woe unto
those prophets whom the Lord hath not
sent!

Before utterance is obligatory, the
word must be burning within like the
seething lava fountalns in the heart oi
o volcuno, and demanding outlet by a
divine compulsion. When God bids a
man speak, it often chances that the man
has few truths to utter, and thoge in
a chaotic condition; not inirequently his
Nabi, or seer, is one with a poor range
of thought, and many big lacunae In his
knowledge; such a man as no earthiy sov-
ereign would select as an ambassador,
and no university would pass as a gradu-
ate, but the Spirit o! the Lord comes
upo}n him; he speaks the poor and halt-
ing word, but it goes like a ‘‘boited
breath,” and is wedged in a gnarled Leart
that mno erudition or eloguence couid
touch. . , . -

. The preacher i3 called upon to go
direct to God, to receive God’s word into
his heart, and to utter it, it alone, with
all the power that is in him. If the
word is not God’s, it it is not received

from Him, received in that'snape, and -

for that occasion, he were better slient;
his mbisage will fall to the ground; and
he, uniaithful one, will have a weary.
circle in the purging fires to trea,d,'that
he may repent and learn wisdom.

But if this is 80, who can adequately
describe the preacher's responsibility?
Or how can we sufficiently emphasize
the essential conditions of rightly dis-
charging the high office?

He must get a word from God before
he speaks it—that is the requirement. Even

at this point it is poseible to
see what that Wwill demand {rom
from him jn the benmt of “his

mind, z}nd in the initial set of. his life.
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" fzation imapossible.

Clearly he has a task which will need
an undivided attention, and a complete
absorption in its fulfilment.. He i8 to
climb Sinai with its ring-fence of death,
andt on the summlt speak face to face
with Him whom no one can see and yet
live; He is to push through the wil-
derress, eating angels’ meat or nothing,
and scale the crags of Horeb, where, in
a great hollow, shadowed by a hand, he
may, through earthquake, wind and iire
discern the still small voice. What a
venture it is for him! No sphere of hu-
man activity is to be compared with
the exigencies of this endeavour. _Men
who are set on making money give their
whoie being to it, their time is freely
sacrificed; for the one dear end they do
not hesitate to barter the sweets of life,
and the beauty of the earth,
Et propter vitam vivendi perder e causas.

'Not only do they surrender the charms

of eas¢ and spiritual development here,
but they very readily forego the life
to come, give their souls to the god of
this world, and tread with restless eager-
ness the descensus Averni. And all this
that they may make money!

The preacher must cast the die with
a similar absoluteness. For the descent
to Avernus is eagy compared with the
ascent to the mount of God, and the
entrance to the place of the Oracle.

S0 has the preacher to wait at the
portal of God, and to receive into himsell
the solemn utterance from the Holy Place.
e has time for no inattention; he can
admit of no distractions. There is_ much
to hear, and lhe can spare no syllable.

Though he is in the world and mov-
ing with the life of men, full of sympath-
jes and interests, full of the world’s
thought and its passion, he is necessarily
detached from the world, not admitting
its principles, not dazzled by its attrac-
tions, nor {lattered by its favours. When
it praises or blames, his ear is preoccu-
pled with the voice of God. Its jargon,
its claims, its philosophy, its science, the
cry of its markets, and the tumult of
its havens, the giddy rush of its pleas-
ures, and the acclamation of its am-
bitions, come to him, not as unreal—

"they are, in a sense, too real—but dwarf-

ed into a certain insignificance of transi-
toriness by the presence of a truer reality
and the authoritative sound of a more
commanding speech which isswes from the
moutb of God.

A SERIOUS PROBLEM.

One of the greatest of all mysteries is
pain. A thing so universal must, one
would think, have a purpose In it. Pain
may have several purposes. One,
at least, Is very evident; pain
acts as a spur, and sometimes an extra-
ordinary sharp one. Ten thousand ne-
cessary things are done every day, both
by men and animals, which would not be
dome 1 there were no pains to follow the
neglect of them. We do not guarrel with
pain the spur; our coaflict is with pain
the tormentor, pain the disabler. Hos-
pitals are the civilized man’s protest
against disabling, unbearable pain; his
defensive army which he employs to muake
war upon physical injury and disablement.
Pain will never be eliminated irom human
experience so long as we are endowed with
car present nervous system, but it may be
reduced to o nfinimum. Imjuries also may
be reduced to a minimum. The amount
and severity of the pains experienced and
witnessed In hospitals is almost over-
whelming. The accidents counted by hun-
dreds of thousands in London yearly; the
ievers reckomed by teas of thousands;
the chromic diseases, such as cancer, de-
manding 1ts thousands oi victims annu-
ally, and cunsumption demanding its thou-
sands more; the destructive and agoniz-
ing diseases which attack children by
tens of. thousands, with an infinite num-
ber of other unnamed fills, constitute an
aggregate of distress and anguish that
paralyzes the imagination and makes real-
All theee llis aiflict
the civilized man more sharply than the
savage. They threaten the progress of
civilization iteeli. One of the problems ot
the jmmediate iuture is: Can we stand
up with physical .orce and resisting power

,wanv to do.

.of supplying them with food that 8

‘roundings are new and strange.

[Jovy sth 1893.

- suificient to bear the strain which the

intens} ylag struggle for survival will
speedily put apon us ? This question must
be answered in the hospital; it must D€
answered by medical science. Ii medical
science canunot amswer it in the a.firmé-
tive, it canaut be answered in the a firma-
tive at ull. Hospital and medical sclenc®
stand between civilized man and destru§
tive pains and ills, like a strong army
defending the fatherland. Is the army
strong enough ? If not, let us prompﬂy
make it stronger.—Hospital.

READING FOR CHILDREN.

The man who refuses to give to fof”
eign missions on the ground that ,chere
are heathen enough at home, gives evl:
dence of being +very much in love with
atileast one of the heathen at home.

The surt of “vengeance’” God takes foF
the most part is that which so.tens and
saves. ' Ii thine enemy hunger [eed him;
if he thirst give him ©® drink ; for ia 80
doing thou shalt heap coals 0 ilre oa bi8
head! B2 good, patient, overwhelmingl¥
kind, and then thou shalt be so iar 1like

the Lord Hiigsell. Love is fhe . all-cop-
quering ‘‘avenger.”

Take good care o. disagreeable duties: '
Attend to these 1jrst. Ne‘;er select the
things that you waat to do, and shirk
upoy, others the thiags that you do Bob
Wherever you are, choosé
the disagreeable things.” You will geb
your pay in your mashood. You canndb
Erow in any other way so .ast. You ma¥
be angry with some shi.tless man who
Is willing to put oa you work that D€
ought to do, you may .eel that there I8
injustice iu it, but you cannot a.ford
be um:aithful because somebody else 18—
Henry Ward Beecher.

People o.ten slng “Where 1s my. wander-
ing  boy.to-night #* but the cruth #
when the pareats went to church or the
temperance meeting this “wandering b0y
also leit home and joined his assoclated
on the street coraers. The parents 8F8
elnglng thls song and siouting “DoWE
with the saloon,” while they are givin8
their boy 1ull liberty to do as he pieases:
And he genmerally lives up to his privil’
eges. This is one phase 0. a large 8UP"
ject, and it Is a phase which should b®
looked squarely in the 1ace. However 8
dent pareats may be in supporting B
cause oi temperaace, they may
their very negiect, by their shortcomin8®
in home training, help to .oster the liquof
traific.  Their plain and manifest AUty
is tonip the evil In the bud by wise B8
carelul training of their boys in all thab
is excellent and lovely and of good e’
bort. In the work of temperance FE

lorm everyone must build over agalos

his owm house.—The Mid-Continent.

The wise mother will teach her chil’
dren without their suspecting that theY
are learnlng lessons, writes Ilizabe
Robinsou Scovil in an article on “Th®

Best Readlng lor Children,” in th®
Ladjes’ Home Journal. The charm ©
“Little Red Riding Hood” and “TH

Three Bears” may be equalled by trve
stories of the wonders that.lie all about -
us. These have revealed themselves
many patlent, sympathetic observerss
who have recorded their observations 0
our bene:it, so that we have oaly to PrC,
iit by thelr labours. The fairyland
sclence has domains as iascinating
anything in the realm of fiction. Wby
not make the children iree of it ? Tel!
them of the habits of birds and plant®
and animals; of the wonderful SBO%
crystals and the black diamonds of B9
coal. It } not diificult to begin, it 18 0B
ditffeult to know where to stop ; the 5P
ply of subjects ie inexhaustible. A8 ¥~
watch the development of the actives in
telligent minds, we feel the import";:l"
nourish ax well as amuse them. It 8€€

a pity that the retemtive memori®®
on which it is now so easy to makeé >
indelible impression, should not have

¢ printed upon them facts of real lnte'es't

and value. These may be 1d at first
imthe simplest language, and illustl""tﬂ A
by reference to familtar things. OCD -
dren are full of curiosity; all thelr €%

are constantly asking questjons and ,:rg
quirfag into the reason o® everyth 1;
that strikes them as belng unusi®:’,
They should receive intelligent answe!f:;
explanations that will satis'y 'themany
far as possible, when the subject 18 T€% 5
beyond thelr grasp. Nothing 18 ¥ 0p
exasperating to the inquiring mind %, .4
to be told, “You camnot understand tar":
now, you st walt till you are 014

orgiven one of the other time-hoRl ,
excuses that-serve to conceal the 1%
rance of the elders. ' Yo
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