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DIY KNOXONIAN.

Mr. and Mrs. Pioncer sailed from tlîe Old Country
a few days aftcr their miarniage. Thcy were nearîy
threc months in crossing the Atlantic. Wlien tbey
landed at Quebec, their worldly goods were aIl in a
large wooden triînk. Pioneer lbad a few savcreigns
in bis pocket, but barely enougb to pay their way
up the St. Lawrence. After a most tedious journcy,
tbcy landed at a small place on the northern shore of
Lake Ontario. Here, Pioneer and a fewv other cmii-
grants bired a couple of waggans, and drove ncarly a
hundred miles inta the interior. Baviiîg arrived at a
township that tbey had frequciîtly hecard about, they
lit once took up land, and began building shanties for
their families. In those eamly days neigbbours were
very kind te eacli other, and bclped each other in
many ways. They depended on each other for nîany
things;, they bad ta borrow and lend a great deai,
and the social feeling in any ncigbbourhood was
much better than it bas ever been since the neigh.
baurs stoppcd cutting each otl'er's hair, and their
wivcs and daughters began wearing $2o bonnets.

The first evcning that Mm. and Mrs. Pioncer sat by
a blazing lire in their awn sbanty, they had a little
touch of.that honest pride which every Britisher feels
when be meditates on that part of the British constitu-
tion wbich says: An Englishman's bouse is bis
ca. _-- They knew ver well that their new homne in
the %v'aods was humble enough. Pioncer and one or
two ncightours had Illumped I the work cf the- car-
penter, painter, plumber, plasterer and haîf a dozen
other mccbanics, and had done it ail with an axe. Mirz.
Pioncer bad b7ecn brought up in a much better home
than ber new anec; but this home was bier own, and
humble as it was, she, like a truc %woman, likcd it bie-
cause it was bier own. If a young wife tbinks more
of a flower, or a squash, or a bill of patatoes, gmawing
in the garden attached to hiem first 'orne than she
does af any bundred acres in the country, the nman
who bas gat bier shouid tbank beaven every day. He
bas got a good wifc. This is one of the infallible
signs of a good woman.

In Pioneis neighbourhood there were many
gathcrings called " Becs" and IlRaisin's."i Every aId
settler knows wbat these gatberings were. We have
neither time nom space ta explain ta those who don't
know. Just ask, any one who came ta any part of
Ontario farty or fifty years ago, and hce will tell yan.
At althese gatberings there was-wbisley. There was
an nnwri*ten law in the neigbbourhood that the p;ople
v ould nlot gathet ta help any man wbo refused ta give
;,rog. One of the neigbbours was eiected grog.'Joss,
and on bur devob2.d the onerous dut:y of passing
round the iiquid. Genemaily it was stuif that was
paisonous enough ta kill at forty rods.

Pionzer was prescrnt at aIl these gatherings, and hie
always took bis grog. He did flot came mucb for it at
fimst, but hie wvas a gcnemcus, social fellow, and neyer
took, a back seat wbcn there was any fun or excite-
mentgaing on. He drankat fimst for companionship,
and aiter a time, wben be was a little worn ont with
the labour af clearing up) bis land, hie began ta drink
more, because bie tbought it gave bum strengtb and
bhelped bimin bis bard work. Wherevcr he went the
liquor was before bini. It was used wben the young-
sters came into the world, wvbcn the aid people wcnt
out, and at alI points between. It fairly flowed at
marriages. A veteran pastor of the early days was
once taId by the happy man, at the conclusion ai the
c.-remony, th;:. the (ce was flot fortbcoming because
bie bad had te pay out ail bis money for whiskey 1

Far be it tramn thîs contrîbutor ta say a di5paraging
word about the aid settlers. Taken as a whole,
they were as noble, generous, maniy and enterprising
a, race af men as ever colonized any conntry. It is
unfair ta jndge tiien by the standards that obtair, ini
aur days in regard ta the use of liquor. If sanie of
tbem drank mopre than the average man drinks at pre-
sent, thcy bad many noble qualîties which wcnt a
long way as an offsetta the drînking qualities that
V.nortun;ttely many who *talk loudly cnougb about
drinking are entirely destitute cf. It woui bc diffi-
cuIt ta show that the average cf morality is hîgher in
Ontario how than it was forty or fifty years ago.
're may bc lcss drinking and lcss figbting; but is

there neot more disbanesty, more pcrjury, more Sab.
bath breaking, more disrespect for parental and other
authority, more disrespect for the Bible and sacred
things ? The character of a people is wcil shown by
the kind of men tbcy put in places of honour.
WVithin the last year, the second or third gencration
of Carndians have put men in the higilest places that
their grandfathers would have carried out of the
country on a fence rail.

But ta return teoaur friend Pioneer. It soon bie.
carne painfully evident ta his friends, and more par-
ticularly ta bis wife, that Pioncer was just iosing
sclf*(ontrol. His will power wvas goirig, and hie did
not know it. For nîany years hie praspered on his
farm, but of late his affairs were fast becomîing en-
tangied. . is financiai eilibarrassmcent made 1dmi
drink aIl the more heavily. He drank ta drown
bis sorrow. He band to drive his grain forty or flfty
miles ta market. In t.hose days there was a tavern
at alrnost every cross roads. The temptation was toa
strong for poor Pioneer, and niany a tinle hie had ta
be taken home. His creditors began ta push him. and
a mortgage was put n the farîn. l'oor Mrs. Pioncer
signed away bier home with a trembiing hand and a
henvy beart ; but what could she do? A fcw more
years revealed the awfui fact that some of the boys
were following in their fatber's faotsteps. A second,
niortgage was put on the famni.

A year or two afterward it was sold. Pioneer
drank harder than ever. Some of the boys went ta
ruin a!ong with their father. The family cventuaily
broke Up.

Reader, is this a fancy sketch ? Is there a town-
ship in Ontario, in which evictions of this kind have
nat taken place?

CAUSES OF TURE E VIL S.

MR. EDJTrO,-Is it flot considered a display of bad
triste ta interrupt a spe 'ker (or writer) before hie bas
donc with bis subject ? IlConvener," 1 think, would
have acted more wisely had ho retained bis letter tili
those promised by me were before bum. Then likely
bis letter would have been torm up, and thrown into bis
waste basket. I yield first place ta no minister oftour
Church in sympathy with, and pity for, our aggrieved
probationers, whilst at the sanie time 1 fam bound ta
caîl a.spade a spade. I prefer this physician, who,
wvith tender heart, yet finn hand, probes the sore ta the
bottoni, and heals it firo#Lthe root, rather than -that
physician who, indiffy, applies a little oint-
ment and heals it on tirface. 1 think, sir, there
bas been too much surface-doctoring. The defects
of the working of any scheme cannot be discovered
until it bas been put into full pperation. 1 think
1 have made myseif acquainted with the causes of
the evils connected witb the workingof Mlr. Laidlaw's
Distribution Scheme. The scheme itself is, I be-
lieve, a gaod one ; I abjectta the way in whicb it is
worked. 1 will now give yau the causes. As my first
cause and text, I will take the aId Scotch proverb :
IlTee many caoks spoil the broth." You would nlot
hesitate, MIr. Editor, ta express your decidcd disap-
proval of that pot of broth that hail been watched by
the eyes and stirred by the bands of a dozen coaks. If
the mianipulation cf a pot of brotla by a dozen cooks was
ta imprave rather than ta- spail, wby is it we sec ail
aver the worîd ane cook for anc pot? And coin-
mon sense and reason and experience and human
nature say : OnIy one cool, for anc pot, and then yau
will bave a good potful of broth. And so I say, Let
there be ane Distribution Commnittee for anc scheme.
If the prescrnt schenie is ta be a success, put the
whole power of supply inta the bands af anc Commit-
tee-the present Distribution Commîttee. Let every
minister, with or without charge, licentîate or student,
apply ta, and find work in, vacancies through this
cammittee. 1 have nothing ta Say of those Con-
veners, Maoderators, eIders, members wvba faveur this
minîster and that student for a bearing in vacancies.
But 1 most empbatically say, Dismîss ail these cooks
frani the pot, and let the ane skilled Cook, the As-
sembly'4 Distribution Committee, entîrely contrai the
scheme. 1 could give you many instances of the
abuse of this power by Moderators, eIders and niem-
bers of vacant charges, ta the serions injury of minis-
ters without charge. Mlinisters whose families were
provided for by the Sabbath's work wvere compclled
ta stay at home, 'while ministers %l4ith a $î,ooa salary
wcre filling vacant pulpits. But I fombear. Let nme
ask yau anc ques3ion, Mrf. Editor ; WVby is iý %bt Me

Marly af aur miffisters without charge have only eight
Sabbaths out of the thirteen of this quarter ? These
eight Sabtdths have ta pravide for their famnilies i and
yet a larg-, number of aur vacant charges bave flot
anc day's appaintmcnt tram the* Distribution Com.
mittce 1 One bas ta get behind the scelles ta bie able
ta answer that question. Let the power of making
appointmcnts ta vacancies rest entircly in the bands
af the Distribution Committee, and the existing evils
..1l in a great measure cease. Not altogether, for

there are ane or two mare causes wbîcb require at-
tention. The second cause I will mention is thint of
unlimited time ta vacanr.!es. This may flot sccmn at
the Iirst glance ta bave anytbing of cvii attacbed ta
it, but examine it closeiy. The longer a charge is
vacant the greater is the number of candidates. As
the numfber increases, se the lîkes and dilikes of the
bearcrs, se the difficulty, and so greater grows the
impossibility of arriving at an unanimous decision. 1
have been told by members of a two-years-stand ing
vacancy that ýthe congregatian was more unani-
mous alter six montbs than at the end of twa ycars.
1 know congregations now that are heartily tired of
being witbout a pastor, and would be greatly rejoiced
if the Chu rqh could bring about a settlement. This
unlimited time must be limitcd, for the sake of aur
Churcb, congregations and ministers. Anàther cause
of the evils connccted with the working of the Dis-
tribution Schcmc is the supreme indifféerence witb
wbich niany of aur Presbyteries regard decisians
emanating fromn the hîghest court of aur Cburch.
Take, for example, the appoiîîtment of ministers with-
ont charge ta vacancies within their bounds. IlVacan-
cies-supplied by students ""Vacancies-na suppiy
required from committee;" "Vacancies--but .no
report ; i.e., get aur awn suppiy.1" How is it possible,
Mýr. Editor, for this or any other scheme ta work suc-
ccssfully, as long as Presbyteries are îalaowed ta do
prctty much as they please ? Does it nlot seem ta
yau as if it were a matter of supreme indifférence ta
many of aur Presbytcries wbat treatment aur pro-
bationers reccived, bow they wcre Io live, and what
was ta become of their families? That many of aur
ministers are given appaintments for only tbirty-two
Sabbatbs ; that they are required ta provide for their
famulies, and pay railway expenses ont of ten times
thirty-twc, and dress themsclves in a becaming
manner, gives them *no cancern. Our eiders and
niembers clameur for students and ministers in
charge, and we must.obey or incur their resentment.
And sa tbey wink at the grievances and evils con-
nected with this departmnent ai the Church's wark,
foid their arms and say ta their seuls, "lPeace, peace.»
The Conveners and city ministers witb wbom 1 have
taiked on the subject say most decidedly that soe-e
thing will bave ta bc donc. If ministers and merm-
bers would act bonestiy, uprigbtiy and impattially,
and for the weifare and prosperity of the Church, it
seenis ta me that there would be no difficnity.

ALiQuoRum.

E VA NGELJS TIC WORA' IN WINA'JPEG.

Rev. W%. M4eikie, of New Glasgow, Nova Scotia,
bas just cancluded in Winnipeg a remarkabiy suc-
cessini series of evangeiistic meetings, extending
over six weeks. Be came at the request of the
Presbyterian rninisters, Messrs. Pitblado and GÙor-
don, and for the first ten days the services were beld
afternoon and evening in Knox Cburch. The inte.
rest developed se rapidly that the MNethodist and
I3aptist bretbren wereý speedily drawn in, and the
wvork at once assumcd a union character. Fromn
1,5oo ta 2,ooa people attendcd every evcning, Znd lie-
quentiy niany were unabie ta gain admission. Every
Sabbath aiternoon services were bcld in the opera
bouse " for men only." This large building was
aliways crawded with nien, many ai whomi bad seldoni
scen the inside of a church. Tbey were intertecd in
the singing cf the simple Gospel hymns, and deepiy
moved by the evangelist's stimning appeals and prac-
tical, pointcd exposition af the Word. Mis alter-
noan Bible readings were largely ittended, and tho.
rougbly appreciated by Christiang of ail denomina-
tiens. lndeed, the influence of the whoie movement
on professing Christians is quite as marked as among
the irreligiaus. Believers have been niigbtily quick-
ened, and the Churches here will frcni this tume as-
sume a more aggressive attitude. The general feel-
ing is that the pnipit must kecp more ciasel1y by the
NYord% and bçiicyeji ti çvery waik deai r»re pointce,
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