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WESTERN GENERAL AGENT.

MR, JOHN MACAULRY is our suthorfzed Agent for Tug Cane

sa Passsvramian, Hewiil collect outstandng accounts, and take
womes of newr subscnibers.  Friends are lnvited to pive any andstance
in thelr power to Mr. Macsuley in all the congregations he may visit,

. TORONTO, WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 29, 1883,

THE Jubllee Singers are to give another concert in
this city on Saturday, g:h December. The bare an-
fiouncement is sufficient, They are sure to bave a fult
bouse,

THE present session of Morrin College, Quebec,
was opened on the evening of the 8th inst. The
opening lecture was delivered by the venerable prin-
cipal, Dr. Cook, on * The Development of Practical
Chriatianity,” The attendance of studentsis quiteen-
couraging.

“A PLEA FOR TRUTHFULNKSS AND GENEROSITY
IN Puaric LIFK,” the theme of Dr. King's umely and
vigorous discourse on thanksgiving day, which
appeared in a recent issue of THE PRESBYTERIAN, bas
been re-published, by request, in neat pamphlet form,
and may be bad at any ot the city book stores.

Wz know very well that our neighbour the * Guar-
dian” is too plucky to be put down by the authority
of a great name when discussing such a gpractical
guestion as sleeping in church. Nevertheless we fling
this sentence from Phelps at our neighbour, and ask
him to watch for illustrations of its truth the next
time he has a favourable opportunity. In his workon
preaching Phbelps says: ** You <will often delect a
kearer deliberately composing himself to sleep when he
2ees the prospect of an elaborate dsscussion.” An ela-
borate discussion 13 a good thing at tunes, and we
submit that neither the sexton nor the minister is to
blame if a hearer deliberately puts himself to sleep at
the mere prospect of such an effort,

BEWILDERED by the conflicting criticisms of the
New Yotk press the morning afier her debx ™ Mrs,
Lapgtry saxd 1n despair, ¥ Wulscinebody tell me what
kind of an actzess I am?” Our friend Mr. Robertson,
of Chesterfield, must have used some such expression
when he read the criticism of the “ Globe” and
“ Mail " on his pampblet on the school question. The
“ Globe ” says, 1n substance, that 1t 1s an able pruduc-
tion, clearly and logically written. The “ Mail " says
that Mr. Robertson calls his pamphlet a “ protest,”
but fails to make clear what he protests apainst—that
hedea!s with “ a compulsory voluntaryisr s "—whatever
that may be—that he * fights a man of ;sraw through-
out the bwk of his pamphlet”—that he, though de-
serving credit for us convicuons, is not *“‘to be com-
phmented on the clearness of bis vision or the sound.
ness of his logic,” and a great dexl more of the same
kind. 1t our good tricua cares anything for the criti-
casm of our leading journals, he must sometimes ask
% What kind of a pampblet is that, anyway 77

S1° ~rED of all verbiage, the “ Globe’s” position
on the school question is this : The act of the majority
in putting the Bible 1 the schools 1s compulsion, and
compulsion is a very wicked thing  The act of a small
minority in keepine the Bible or . may be compulsion,
but in that case compulsion ir a good thitg, Com-
pulsion by the majonty in fav sur of the Bible is bad ;
compulsion by the minority against the Bible is proper
and right. Let it be said for the bundredth time that
the advocates for the use of the Bible in our schools
never asked for compulsion of any kind, What they
ask is that the Bible be read, and that pupils whose
parents think the reading of the Scriptures hurtful
may retire, The compulsion comesfrom the “Globe”

and thoss who think with the " Globe.” The com-
pulsion is against the hible, and not for ft, Prace
tically applied, compulsion means that two agnostics
in a school section, who are opposed to the Bible,
shall have power to compe! twenty Preabyterians to
keep the Bible out of school. ‘That is exactly what it
comas to, and columns of quibbling, and refining, and
hair.splitting cannot hide the fact,

THR “ Herald and Presbyter ” of a late {ssue has a
timely and instructive articie on the difficulty and
enormous expense of establishing Church papers. In
the west, south, arnd south-west over half a million
dollars have recently been sunk in the attempt to
publish Presbyterian journals. The one thing besides
money necessary to the vury existence of a Presby-
terian paper isto have a field. \What the “H.and P”
means by a field is thus described :—

‘A Tresbyterian paper, to secure patronsge, must have
around it, within two hundred miles, a Presbytesian popula-
tion of not Jesa than 100,000 communicants, Ifevery second
family consisting cf five communicants will take the Juger
where there ate 100,000 members, it may be supported, but
that numbes {s far above the aversge of what can g:m:urtd.
csrccully where other Jaren have been introduced by imse
migration ot otherwise

The “Interior” of Chicago has a constitusncy in
lowa, lllinois, and Wisconsin alone of 172,665 com.
municants, The “ Herald and Presbytery” Las a
field in Ohio, Indiana, and Kentucky of 167,311 com-
municants. The entire membership of the Presby-
terian Church of Canada isonly 116,883, These are
suattered over the contineot from Cape DBreton to
British Columbia. If a Presbyterian paper, in order
to be successful, must have & constituency of 100,000
communicants within 200 miles, THE CANADA PRrEs-
BYTERIAN has fallen upon rather hard lines, we have
scarcely that number within a 1,000 miles. And yet
there are people who ask why don'’t you publish a paper
like the * Interior” or N. Y. “ Evangelist”? Thereis
no Presbyterian paper published ir the United States
equal to TiB PRESBYTERIAN, and published under
the same difficult condition. Hall a million dollars
have been sunk in the United States in the attempt to
establizh papers under conditions less difficult than
those under which we have made this journal fairly
successful. Do you see?

DISESTABLISHMENT IN IRELAND,

HEN the Anglican and Presbyterian Churches
in Irelard were disendowed and, so far at least
as the forever was concerned, disestablishe *, a1+, 2 few
trembled for the consequences—iearing, as they did,
that the liberality of God's people would be a poor
substitute for the cash box of Casar in supporting and
propagating the cause of Curist in that land. Some
even went the length of prophesying that Protestantism
would eventually die out of the countsy altogether or,
at the best, become a very puny and very sickly affair,
They have learned from experience a very different
lessep, and it is to the credit of some of them at feast,
that they have publicly acknowledged their mistake
and deplosed their faithlessness Instead of injury,
the cause of Christ has received a very marked im.
petus for good by the change. There has been a
stirring among what, in too many cases, were only
collections of dry bones. The blessing of the Lord
has not been withheld, and to-day the Anglican Church
in Ireland, as well as the Presbyterian, is stronge-
more active, and more aggressive, in the proper sense
uf that word, than ever it has been before in any part
of its history. Let any oneread carefully such a pass-
age as the following, taken from a charge to his clergy,
delivered about seven or eight weeks ago, by the
Bishop of Meath. Referring to the recent outrages,
he says :—

*¢ But the dark cloud had not been allowed to burst over
the country until, in the providence of God, the Church had
been prepared to abide the fury of the storm, Had they
been called upen to face & Land League agitation at a time
when they wete minisiers of & State-piotected Charch, when
they teceived theis ithes from the poor, or eve~ whea they.
received their tithe.rent charge from landlords—some of
them in very needy rivenrstances—tow intolerable would
have been thur positior «. regatds the obloquy and outrage
they would have had to endure, and the straits to which
they should have bee~ inevitably reduced. Now, however,
the very disaster which seemed most to threaten their down-
fall had been ovenuled for their good. Their separmtion
from the State hae taken away cae at least of the handles
whereby thetr ensuiics were wont to bring them iato diste-

ute, and their déssociatior from all connection with ke

nd, whether as receive. of the tithe or rent-chasge, had
saved them from those fresh complications which ar agita.
tion guch as the present would have brought about,”

This negative advantage of freedom from the te
proach of infustice aad oppression which ail Churches
unconnected with the State enjoy, is not a small one ;
for undue privileges enjoyed by somn at the expense
of others, whether in the way of exemption from tasa.
tion or of receiving regular stipends from the publc
treasury, are sure to act as a hindrance to the progress
and acceptability of such Churches, sozar as the outside
wotld is concerned. The Bishop of Meath feels thys,
and consequently rejoices in the freedom which hi
Church now enjoys. The galn tdereby secured
wotth a g-eat deal more than all the pecuniary loss
sustained by Gladstone's great measure, even though
that had been much greater than it actually was, Nog
is this all, Let any one read still further what the
worthy prelate says about the increased literaluy
among the people who adhes 3 to thal Church, and he
will find another {llustration of the might «f willir,.
hood. and the beneficial effect arising from Christ's
cause shaking itself free from all entangling State
alliances, as well as all cramping ard deadening State
endowments, and of iis standing fast, in this as in ail
other respects, in the liberty wherewith the Maker
makes His people f# ¢ :—

“And what had Leen the result since the date of the
Church's sepaslon from the State? Not only had & sum
of about & quarter of & million beea since annually contn
buted for the sustentation of the Church, but the work of
chutch bullding and restoration would tcem to have been
carried out with lresh vigour and liberality. la the work o
cathedral restoration alnne {including that of St. Patlck’) s
sum of half & million bad since been expended. Nor way
thisall. The cause of the orphan and widow, and the in.
tnterests of those many Evangelistic efforts which the Charey
had been forwarding at home and abroad, had not mean
while suffered.  From & Parliamentary report of the conds.
tion of the Church in 1802, his lordship learned thet of tae
ninety-two incumbents then holding livings in the diocese of
Meath, forty-seven did not reside within their parishes, and
of these nineteen were pluralists, who resided in other par
ishes and dischasged their duty in Meath by proxy, There
wete then also twelve benefices without churches, and fifty.
four without glebe-houtes. Now, if they eccluded four
clergymen temporarily absent from ill-health, and two wh,
for want of suitable residences within the parish are oblipsd
to reside beyond its limits, but within easy reach of theu
duties, there is no incumbent in the diocese who does not
nve within his pansh. It was also encoursging to knuw
that there is oow no incumbency without atleast one chut b,
and that instead of fifry-four patishes without glebe-houses.
as in 1806, there 2rc now only eight in that condition. Was
it not a satisfaction, too, to ~emember that since the days
when Alexander Irvine reviewed the work of church building
and restoration that had ug to that time been accomplished,
all the principal parish churches in this diocese had been
renovated, and soiae new ones built at & cost in all of not
less than £20,0002 "

When the heart is opened to receive the truth there
is not much fear of the hand remaining clased ; while,
on the other hand, when God's profested people begin
to think it a burden to support and propagate God's
cause, it is a pretty sure sign that the things which re.
main are ready to die.

IS THE RISING GEIVERATI-OI‘V' DEGENE.
RATING ¢

A GOOD deal is said in certain quarters about the

markeddegeneracyoftherising generation. Many
a wise shake of the head is given while the old saw s
repeated, that the former times were better than these.
But is there any truth in all this outcry about the
growth of irreverence and godlessness, the increase of
crime, and the accelerated downward career of the
youths and maidens of the hour? We say, No. In
all democratic countries there is, and will be, & certan
amount of self-assertion, which, with some, may pass
for irreverence, combined with an independence of
thinking, which those who do not like to have thesn
own opinions called in question, may denounceas im-
pious. But, after all, where are the signs of this in.
coming flood of ungodliness among the young of our
day? Wefailtoseethem. That therc is any amount
of ungodliness, is beyond a.l reasonable question. Bat
would those inveterate croakers point to any period i
their past when this was not the case, and to a much
more noticeable extent than it is te-day 2 Them..nory
of the good things in times past remains, bat there 15
a natural, and very powerful tendency to forget the
drawbacks and shortcoming's of those times.  Parents,
it is said, are not respected as they used to be, It
such is the fact, who are to blame? Toa very great
extent, those very parents tiemselves. Butisit, after
all, a fact that the irreverence is so great as alleged,
when compared with what was exhibited a quanes
or half a century ago? We have never, we must con-
{ess, seen any very reliable evidence adduced 1n support
of such an assertion. We make bold to say, on the



