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south of the lake, and three being detained at
Uganda,

The Free Church Nyassa Mission is too far south
of the Victoria Nyanza to render immediate help,
though the time is coming when that lake must be
connected by roud, and ultimately ‘canal, with the
comparatively near Tanganyika. But, providentially,
long; before the receipt of the instructions send at the |
cnd of October, Mr. Stewart would bLe well on his
way, with native subordinates, to the London Mission-
ary Socicty's two agents on Tanganyika, In lus letter
of the 8th July to Mr. Stevenson, chauman of the
Nyassa sub-committec, he wrote :  “ Qur intention is
to start immediately after Dr. Laws’ return from the
Cape, and thoroughly to examine the district between
latitude 11° south and the Kambwé,  Weshall then be
in a position to decide where our principal station is
to be. Having done this, we intend to push on to
Lake Tanganyika. We will, of course, visit Mbeté, as
you inform me the London Mission party is or willbe
there.” By subsequent instructions Mr. Stewart
would learn that it was destrable to meet Mr. Hoare
to consult on the subject of a track-1oad from the
north end of Nyassa to the south of Tanganyika.
With a steanier on the latter, of a larger size than our
own “ Ilala,” Christian civilization would command
the London Missionary Socicty’s lake as it already
dominates Nyassa, and sweep away the slave-trade for
ever, substituting Christian schools and churches and
a lawful commerce.

The fact—for which, as individuals and- a Church,
we must express humble and hearty thanks to God
~—that the Free Church has been led to command the
Zambesi, Shiré, and Nyassa approach to the heart of
Africa,lays upon us the greater responsibility. It is not
missionarsies only, but the president of the Royal Geo-
graphical Society, who look forward to the time when
the problem of “forming a line of communication,
chiefly by water, between the mouth of the Zumbes:
and the Victona Nyanza, and so to the Nile,” shall be
solved. These calamities, both on Tanganyika and
Nyanza, shew that the key has been piaced i the
hands of the mission which commands the route from
the Indian Ocean to the head of Nyassa, and is sur-
veying a road to Tanganyika.

On the cast coast our Amencan and Bapuist breth.
ren are not idle.  The Congo Mission of the latter 1s
advancing. The result of the study by Dr, Means of our
own and other lake mussions 1s that the Amencan
board have resolved 10 use the noble Ous bequest of
nearly £200,000, paitly in penctrating towards the
Upper Zambesi from St. Paul Loanda, by the Coanza
river, first establishing a mission on the clevated
plateau of Bihé, Thus, from east as well as west and
south, Africa is being taken possession of for Christ,
amid hardship and tuil, sickness and death, but with
many a token ot the favour of Him in whose name
the enterprise goes on, and with the sure hope of
glorious success.

THE officials of the London Missiwnary Souecty
have received letters from their nussion at Upj
Maessrs, Hue and Hubley of that mission were alive
and well when these letters were written, in June.
Therc has been a great deal of anxtety as to the con-
dition of affairs at this mission, noletters of later date
than January having been received until now., It is
hoped that some of the difficulties which the Arabs
have put in the way of this nusston have been re-
moved by this time. -

HERE is a shurt sermon that will do guod to every-
body. Itis frumihe penof Dr, 5. Irenaus Pnme, for
2 long time the editor of “ The New Yoik Observer.”
Dr. Prime has ever been known for his gentleness,
and he has not as much to regret on the score of
harshness as most of us have. But we give his lan-
guage * “If I had another life to live and two thou-
sand letters to write again, with God’s help, I would
not hurt the feclings of the humblest of all God’s
creatures honestly trying to do good. He might be
as big as Daniel Lambert, and I would not call him
fat and unctuous ; he might be as lean as Calvin Ed-
son, and I would not call im a bag of bones. I would
count each day lost on which 1 had not made some
hearts gladder than they were in the morning; on
which I had not plucked up some thomns, or planted
soni¢ flowers on the path of human life.  No man can
so live without enjoying life. Dogs will snarl atbhim,
but angels arc around him. He may never have
riches or fame, but better than both are friends and
God.”

SABBATH S6HOOL S EACHER,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.
LESSON 1.

. Matt. ii,
Jxltnkt } :lvn.‘

GoLpeN TexT.—*Forunt: usa child is borp, unto
us & Son is given."—Isa. ix. 6.

TUHE INFANT YBSUS.

HOME STUDIES.

Luke i. 26-33....... The Annunciation.

T. Luke i. 46-56.......Mary's Song,

W. Lukecii. 1:20...e....Biurth of Christ.

Th Matt. i. §-25..... ..Jesus the Saviour,

¥. Mic ¥ I-7.........0ut of ‘Bethlehem.

S. Lukeii, 21-38..... Presentation in the Temple,
Sab, Matt. ik, 1+22.......Infant Messiah.

HELPS TO STUDY.

We now enter upon a course of studies in the history of
the Saviour during His sojourn on earth, in the body.,

All the sacred writings puint mute or less directly to
Chuist, but it is in the fisst four bovksof the New Testament
gu;wc are, as it were, brought face to face with Hun 1n the

esh.

These four books are not four different Gospels, but the
one Gunpel, writien by foun diflerest imen : ¢ The Gospel,
according o Matthcw ," *The Gospel, according to
Mark ;" ¢ The Gospel, according to Luke ;" The Gos.
pel, according to _John.”

‘These men wrote under divine inspirition, and indepen.
dently of cach othicr.  Rach tecoids sume sayngsand duings
of our Lotd not mentioned by the others, but the accounts
are never contradictory. 1t has been observed that in
Matthew we find most prominently what Christ said; in
Mark, what He ¢zt ; and in Luke and John, how le fet.

Matthew was one of the twelve aposties.  He had fonn-
erly been a publican or tax-gatherer (Matt. ix. 9; x. 3), and
is identical with the person mentioned in Mark ii. 13, under
the name of Levi, the son of Alpheus.  He accompanied the
Saviour dunng the greater part of Ihs public numstry and
seems to have written this bouk shortly after the Ascension.
Writing primarily for the Jews, he gives minute details of
circumistances connected with the Saviows’s birth, which
ate nut mentwned by any of the ulhcr.cvangchsls. but which
are of much valuean identifying Jesus of Nazareth with the
Messiah of piophecy.

Although Matthew wrote in the first place for the Jews, he
wrote not for them alone, but for us also.  In our lesson we
find icpaescniauves ol wo classes of people, distinguished
from cach other by their attitude towards Christ.  These two
classes still exist, viz.: those who hunestly and anxiously
scek Christ—represented in the lesson by the wise men ; and
those who seck Him hypocritically or with an evil design—
tepresented by Hegud.  The following would thercfose be a
suttable division . (7} Seeking ond Funding, (2} Scching in

. Vain,

1. SEERING AND FinDING.—Unde: tIns head four subdi-
visions may be made, viz.: (1) au Sought One, (2) The
True Seckers, (3) Their Object, (4, Thar Success.

1. The Sought One.~ver.1. He was the Creator and
upholder of the universe, hut He had at this time just en-
teted his estate of humiliauon, and the obscuuty of 1his posie
tion rendered a search nezessary.

Now when Jesus was born. Inchap. i. 21, we are
told why he wzs called by that name. Joshua or Jesus
means Sazionr,

In Bethlehem of Judea . Sucalled to distinguish 1t from
anvther Bethlehem, in Zebulon. It was situated about six
iniles southwest from Terusalem, and was the birthplace of

David,
They

M.

2. The Trne Seckers.—vers. 1, 2. Wise men,
belunged .to a sacted order to be found at and before that
ume in wifferent countuies of Asia. Tucy were well advanced
m sumie sciences, especially Astronomy, and any unusual ap-
pearance among the stars would at once attract their notice.
As w0 how they knew the mannng of **the star” we can
only suppose that they recaived speaaal sllumination and di-
rection from Heaven.

From the cast. Jacobus thinks they may have come
from Chaldea, the native land of Abraham.

3. Thar Vbect,—ver. 2, Perhaps they diud not recognize
Chusst as the Saviout, ot feel their own need of Him 1n that
capacity. They spoke of Hlim merely as King of the
Jews, bLut thete 1s at least a close analogy between these
wise men and the true scekers inall ages.  They came

To worship Him, thus iccognizing His diminny, and
they may have been afierwards sore fully enlightened.

4. Their Success.~vers. g-11.  Having searchied for Him
in vamn among the great ones of the carth—kings, priests,
and scnbes—they unce more cast thew eyes upwardsand re-
joiced with exceeding great joy to find again the star
which had formerly led them. It is from above that the
light cames that leads to Chnst; and those who really and
honestly seck Him shall cenainly tind llim.  They may not
be rich enough to bring Bim

* Gems from the mountain and peasls from the ocean,
Myrrn from the forest and gold from the mine,”

but they give Rim theiz heasts, and that is what He values
most.

11. SzexinG 1N VAIN,~—There are some who seek Christ,
in a sort of a way, and do nat find Him, e.g., (a) those who
seck some one 10 save them from punishment but not from
sin ; (8) those who wish to Le saved some time, but not at
present. Augustine was at one time in the habit of praying,
*O Loid save me, but not now.” That was not a very long
prayer, but he soon found that he had to make it shorter,
¢) Others make a pretended search for Christ, in order to
injure llis cause. Nonc of these can find Him. Of this

t of the lesson also, four divisions may be made : (1) The

alse Secker, (2) His Pretended Object, (3) His Real Ob-
ject, (4) His Failure.

2. The False Sesker.—vers, 3-8, Herod the King.
This was ** Herod the Great,” noted for the usually incon.
gruous qualities of bravery and cruelty

He was troubled lest the kingdom should be taken
away from him, He had got 1t through violence and blood.
shed, and would fight even against God to retain it. I he
believed that a prophecy, predicting the birth of a * King

“of the Jews ™ at that timne, would be fulfilled, he ought also

to behieve that it would be utterly uscless for him to attempt
to binder that * King” from conung to the throne,

2. Jis Pretended Object.~ver. 8, In order to induce
the wise men to ring ‘im word again after they should
have tound the young child he stated his object to be,

That I may come and worship Him aiso; but this
was very far from being histeal object. *¢ God saw and heard
these plans of Herod, and He knowsall the szcret devices of
iniquity, and all the motives and purposes of every hieart.—
Jacobus.

3. J1is Real Object.—This was nothing more or less than
the destiuction of the person whom le supposed to be his
rival. In contemplating the horrible cnime recorded in
vers, 16-18 of this same chapter, one can scarcely wonder
mote at the tyrant’s cruelty than at his folly,

4. Ifis Failure.~ver. 12.  Who can contend against
God? lerod, with all his schemesand plans, failed utterly,
The wise men did not return to him, but being warned of
God in a dream departed into their own
country another way. le died miserably very shoetly
after the brutal *“ massacre of the innocents,” and the sceptre
for which he seemed teady at any moment to barter his soul
was thus torn from his giasp.

BEIINLEHEN.

With catly moting we left Hebron, and made vut nuon.
tide stop at the Pools of Seolomon. From the Pools our
route was northwand, over a rugged country of hroken lime-
stone hills, to Bethlehem, It was startling to find that, so
far back 1n the world's history, skilful engincening conveyed
water fium these seservaurs to Jerusalem.  They seemed to
lic in a hollow, while the temple stood on a platform 2,500
feet above the sea.  But we followed the aqueduct around
the mountain : des all the way to Bethlehem to which st
yet carries water.

We had before scen Bethlehem at a distance, resting upon
the ridge, teriaced and olive-clad, which pushes itself west-
ward from the lofty upland, but we now first entered it.
The churnhes and monastenies, which cluster abuat the-
spot held to Le the scene of the Savivur's banth, wear the as-
pect of a massive fortress, and such indeed they are, built to
resist the attack of the Moslem oppressor.  Two of the
three gateways to the venerable churc{)l are built up and the
third 1s nairuwed to the smallest dimensiuns, to be the more
easily defended in case of attack.

As we rode through the streets of Bethlchem (no%w Beit.
lahm), a village of three thousand people, alimost all Christ-
ians, our spirits rose and gladness filled our hearts.  Sacred
thoughts made the soul rcjoice. After the Mohammedan
bigotry of Ilebron, the Christian atmosphere of Bethlchem
is welcome to the traveller, even though it be a poor form
of Chnstiamty which meets him.  Poor asit is, it makes the
strcets mute clean, the men mwore lrank, the women farrer
and more free. The scuwmls of the Hebiun rablle are re-
placed by smiling looks of welcome. The Mohammedan
quarter was destroyed by the rough hand of Ibrahim Pasha,
in 1834, and few followers of the prophet now live in Bet.
Iahm.

The huge pile of buildings at the eastern end of the ridge
embraces three distinet and somewhat- hostile convents, the
Greck, the Armenian and the Latin. It was to the last that
we turned our hurses’ heads.  The crosses on the tombs in
front of the church were giateful to our eyes, telling of faith
in Christ— our Christ, and the kindly welcome to the Latin
convent which met us made us feel restfuily at home, And
who would not feel restfully at home in the spot where Jesus,
the Christ, the Saviour took our nature and, for us, becamea
babe—the Bale of Bethleheni? The sloping fieids around
spoke to us of Ra.h gleaning in the fields of Boaz, and of
David fecd g his flucks and singing ** Jchovah is my Shep-
herd 3" but even these memones paled, asstass atday-dawn,
Lefore the thuught of the nsing ot the Sun of Rightevusness.

The magnetic centre of Bethlchem, around wlich cluster
the churches and convents, is the grotto or cave, which has
been recngniced since the second century as the scene of
the Savivur's binth.  The Lmpress Helena, the mother of
Constantine, in the year 527, Luilt over it the Baslica which
now covers it.  Hence this is the oldest Christian church an
the world.  This venerable building, with its nave and pl-
larcd aisles that have echoed Christian worship for fifteen
hundred and Alty-two years, aught well atuact palgnms, but
the attraction lies in the grotto beneath its choir. This
grotto is reached by cither of two stone staircases and is
known as the Ckapel of the Nativity.

1t is a low vaolt, hewn in the solid rock, thirty-cight feet
long and cleven wide. In a semi-circular recess, at uts
eastern end, a silver star is sct into a marble slabin the pave
ment, on which are cut the words, ‘‘ Hic DR VIRGINE
MARIA JEsUs CHRISTUS NATUS EST, '—** Here Jesus Chnst
was born of the Virgin Mary.”

That this is literally true, we may not say, but we may be.
ieve that this church stands over the spot where stood the
honse in the stable of which was born the Saviourof men.
Nor 18 it smpossible that this grotto was the cave stable of
that house.

A place more tenderly touching the heart of the Christian
is not to be found the wide world over.—3. . D, in Vest-
minster Teacker.

TRE * Westminster Teacher " supplies the Tollowing
hints on the study of the Gospel according to Matthew :
1. Read the Gospel through without tegard to chapter ot
verse.  This will take less than three hours. 2. Remember
that it contains the life of Christ. 3. Learn all you ean
about its author. 4. Study its particular aim as distinct
from that of the other Gospels. §. Compare the account
of Matthew with those of the other evangelists,



