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dog in the neighborhood that is
zafllicted wvitli the saine p)-iehanit or
idiosyîxcrasy. He has also so per-
sectcd ont of our house cats, by,
''treeitig" him on every possible
occasioni, that grimalkin lias betaken
inîiseif to the forcst solitudes, and

revertcd to the lyxix-like ways of
bis (supposed) (listant p)rogen itors,
and lie only visits our hornestead
at intervals, several Nweeks apart,
but is stili willinig to receive hunian
caresses and marks of recognition
in the cowv byre, wben lie 's sure of
Nipper's absenteeisin, for'signs of
ivhose ingress lie always keeps a
"weather eye."

Arthur lias a habit of shoutiing
"Mlaria" whenever a stranger cat

cornes around our place. 'I'lis word
is a signal for Nipper to charge
straighit at the feline, and hie always
looks sharp) abouit hlmi towards all
points of the compass, when lie
hiears the word fromn the lips of his
mnaster, and if aliything sinall quad-
ruped, clothed ini fur, applears on
the liorison of bis vision, it lias got
"1to git" ini the briefest possible
time. And ail the cats ini these
precints are awvare of the fact, and
shape their course accordingly -
trees, housetops and bighi fences at
sueh a moment, are the only shifts
that offer Ealvation.

And wlien our two srnall chil dren
wish for sorne fun, and sec an erra-
tic feline about our premises, they
search out their father, and implore
hlm "«to just Maria that cat" for
them, for corne wvbat will, there is
sure to be a display in the \\ay of
speed, of ail that canine and feline
muscle are capable of.

Trhe last pair of our Flouse Wrens
bade us good-bye at the time of the
full moon in October, and an acqu.
aintance wvho lias strong sporting
proclivities, assures; me that the
Woodcocks which in considerable
numbers frequent our bogs in spring
andl autumn, invariably leave here

at the tiîner-of Noveniber's fu tiinoun.
'Flic 1m111 iii question tells lis tliat
lie bas ni(tice(l this filet for dt l,îst
tventy-five years or more. Aut
the 9tli of Oct.. last au unusuial nutni.
ber of \Vild Ducks app)eared about
oir poinds. and stmall brooks. 'Ihere
%vert flocks of about a hutndred, but
they' ouily miade a brief stay. and
nîioved (>nwar(l. Aud iii afeNv (layýs
afterward, a letter %vas read hiere
froin a relative, r(sidinig nieti- Delo-
raitne, Mani tob)a, wb iech infornied
us that seven inclî.s of snow, with
a frosty wiîid, wvert the coniditions
pi2vaiuig ln that quai ter. Buit the
iiiystery is liow the suiiall birds get
a lîint to move off to safety wliîlst
the weather is serexie and mild!
'fhere are you1igý flocks of Gold
Finches hiere niowinu good numbers,
but there are no yellow (nmale) mies
îat monig tbiem. Probably the maies
do not get their adult plumage tintil
tlicy are a ycar old. These flocks
are belicved to be late batcbied
broods, anid will stay litre all winter.
There is pflenty of composit and
coniferous seed to sustain thein.

Dandelion flowers stili bedleck the
roacl margin plentifully, nnd the
Fringed Gentians is in full blossom
now in somne of our rnorassy places.
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i. The eighith letterof the alphabet,
2. A numeral,
j. A wvading bird,
4. A boy'snamne,
5. ro perfumne,
6. A limb of the body,
7. An article from China.
My istisin"Ilock" butnotin "key,"

2Iid, 4C fish "9 sea,
3rd, 1" fairy " fay,
4 th, " strait " bay,
5th, " short " wide,
ôth, " skate " slide,
!thî, " readow " down,


