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DIVINIT ., |
ON INTEMPERANCE.
HY DR. BEECHER.

Pruv. X35l W—=35.—Who hath wo? who hath sorrow?
who bhuth contentione ' who hath bathling' who hath
wounds without cause T who hatu reducas of eyes ?

They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to seck
muxed wine. !

Luok not thou upon the wine when st 15 red, when it

tveth s colour in the cup, when it move b steell aright.
ixthe last it biteth ke a serpent, and stiwgeths ike an a4d. '
der. Thine eve shall behold strange women, and thige !
beart shall utter perverse thinge. Y ca, thou shalt he as he
theat lieth Jown 1n  he midst of the sea, or as he that bieth
wpon the top of amast. They bavo stricken e, shalt
thou say, aud [ was not sick; nclv have heatsn e, and |
felt 1t not: when sball 1 awake 7 [ will scok it yot agam.

This is a glowiug description of the sin of intem-
eraucs. Nane bat the pencid of 1aspiration, could
ave thrown upor the eanvass so many and such!
vivad trmits _of thne_complicated evil, 1 so short u:
compass. It oxhibits its woos and sorrows, conten- ;
uons and babblings, and wounds and redness of!
¢yes: its smiling deceptions in the heginmng, and
serpent bite 10 the end; tho helplessness of its vie- |
tsms, like onc cast vpon the decp; tho danger of|
destruction, hke that of one whosleeps upon the topi
of a mast; the unavailing lamentanons of the cap-:
tive, and the giving up of hope aud cifort. 'l'heyl
have stricken me, and { was not sick: thoy have
beaten wms, and I felt 1t not: when shall 1 awake ?!
I wili seek it yot again:" again be stricken and}
beatca : again float upon the deep, and sleop upon,
the mast.

No sin has fewer apologies thao intemperance.
‘The suffrage of the world 15 agaiost it; and yet!
there is no sia %0 naked 1n its charactor, and whose |
commencement and progress is indicated by so ma- |
oy sighs concerning wiich there 18 amoug mankind,
such profound iguorance. All reprohate druaken- |
pess; aud yet not one of the thousauds who falli
into it, drcams of danger when he enters the way
that leads to it. l

The soldier, approaching the deadly breach, and:
soeing rank after rank of those who preceded hnn
swept anay, hesitates someumes. aud recoils from |
certain death.  But men behold the effects upon
others, of going in given courses, thoy sco thom be- |
g, advance, and end, 1w coufirmed 1oteinperance, |
and anappalled rush heedlessly upon the same ruin. )

A partof this heedlossness arises from the unde-
fined nature of the crime in its carly stages, and the
ignerance of meu, concermng what may be termed -

1o experuncntal indicauons of its approach. Theft.
aond {~lschuad are definue acuens. Butwtemperavee
isastaie of nternal scosaton, and the wdications |
may exist loog, and muluph, and the subject of .
them uot be aware that they are the sizns of intem. -
perance. ftas not lmflcquon!, that men hecome,
rreclanmable i therr habits, without suspicion of
danzer.  Nutinag, therelore, seems ta be wore nn- !
portant. than a desenption of this broad way. throng- ;
od by sa wany travellers, that the temperaze. when'
they come m sigltt of 1t, may koow thoie dunger and:
pa~c by 1t and wro anay.

What 1shall delives on tis subject, has been
projected for several years, has been delayed by -
disposition, and the prossure of ather labours, and 15,
advanced now withuut percounl or local reference. ¢

Intemperanco is the s of our land, awd, withour
hovadless pro<puriiy, 18 conung i upon ushhe a.
flood ;: and Jf any thig shall defeat the Bopes of the
warkl, wuich haug upon our experunent of civil kg
terty, at is that river of fire. which is rolling through |
the land, dustroging the vital air. and extending a-!
routid au atmousphere of death.

It s proposed m tns and the subsequent discous-
scs, to cousider the nature, the occastons, the signs,
tho evils, aad the remedy of intemperance. I tine
discoursc we shau cousider

The nature and occasions of Intemjicrance.

The more common apprehension is, that rothing

is intemperance, which does uet supen cde tho regu- !

jassaclt enemics of its own formation, befure w hose

lar operations of the mental fuculties and the bodily power cut off at the latter end of hfe. It 1s thes oc-
orzans.  However much a mau way comsumt of cultmtcmperanee, ol daly drinkiog, wlich pene-
ardent spirit, of he can command Lis muwd, bis utter- 1ates a bost of bodily inficmities and disease : fusy
anee, amd bis hodily wembers, he is not ruputed in-, of appetite—nausea atthe stomach—disurdered bile
temperate.  Aud yet, drinhiug withn thoss Lts,, — obstinctions of  the liver—jaundice—diopsy—
he may be ntemperate i respect o inardaie de- | hoatseuess of v uice—coughs—cousmmptions—then
sire, tho quantity consumed, the expense incurred. ! matic pams—epilepsy—guut—-colic— palsy—upo-
the present et on his health and teinper, norat. ploxy—insaaity —aro the body -guards whieh attend
seisthalities, and what is more, in respeet to the ul- putemperance, in tho form of uppliog, and whore
timnate and inevitable results of budily aud mental|the vdiwas name ofdrunkeuness may peshaps be ne-
imbecility, or sottish drunkenness. ver applizd.

God bas made the humaa body to besustained by | A multitude of persons, who are not accounted
food and sleep, and the miod to be invigorated by drunhards, create disease, and shortea their days, by
«fort and the regular healthfulisess of the moral | wlat they denviuinate a** a2 prudent use of ardent
system, audl tho checring influence of s moratspints.” et therefore be engraven upon the heart
govermment.  And whoover, to sustain the body, |of overy man, that the duily use of urdent apirtts.
or invigorate the mind, or cheer the heart, applios |in any form, or i1 any degree, is intemperance. Its
habitually the stimulus of ardent spirus, does viu-|effects are certaiu, and  deeply injurious, though its
lonce to the laws of his nature, puts tha whole sys- | rosults ay be slow, and ncver be ascribed to the
tem ioto disorder, and is intemperate long before the | real cause. It is a war upon the human eoonstitu-
intellect falters, or a muselo is unstruug. tion, carried on osteusibly by an auxiliary but which

The effect of ardens spirits n the brain. and the | never (ils ta substeact more vital power than it im-
members of the body, is amoug tho last effects of | parts.  Likoe the letting ol}tof w‘nlers'by little and
intemperauce, and the Jeast dustructive part of the | listle, the breach widens, till life itsclf is poured out.
siv. It is the moral ruin which it works in the sou), | If a}l discases w hich terminate in (‘icatb, could speak
that gives it the denomination of giant wickedness. [out at the grave, or telt thicir origin upos the coflin-
If alt who are intemperate, drank to insensibility, {lid, we should witness the most appalling and unex-
and on awaking, could arise from the debauch with | pected disclosures. Happy the man, who avoids
intelicct and heart uninjured, it would strip the crime [the appearance of cvil, as not to shorten his
of 1ts most appalliog cvils. But among the woes|days by what he may call the prudent usc of ardent
which the seriptures denounce against this crime, onc ( spirits. . .
is ** we unto them that are mighty to drink wine, and|  But we approach now a state of experience, in
men of streogth to consume stroug drink.” These|which it is supposed generally that there is some
are captains w the bands of intemporance, and will | criminal intemperance. I mean when the empire
drink twogenerations of youths into the 'gravc. be- | of reason is u_xvaded, and }\'eakness and.folly hqar
fore they go to lio down by their side. The Lord {rule; promrung to garrulity, or sullen silonce ; iu-
doliver us from strong-headed men, who can move [spiring petulaoee, or anger, or insipid good humour,
the tongue when all are mute around them, and|and silly conversation; pouring out oaths, and cur-
keep the eye open when all arouad thew sleep, and {ses, or opening tho storehouse of secrets, their own
can walk from the scene of riot, while thair compa- |and others. Aud yet, by some, all these have been
nions must be aided or waic until the morning. 1"ought insufficicnt evidence to support the charge

It is a matter of undoubted certaiuty, that habitu- | of drinking. and to justify a process of discipline
al tippling is worse than poeriodical drunkenness. | before the church.  The tongue must falter, and the
"I'he poor Indian, who, ouce a month, drinks bimself | fect muss trip. befure, in the estimation of some, pro-
derd all but simple breathing, will out live for years, | fessors of religion can be convicted of the crime of
the mau who drinks littlo and often, and is not, per- | intomporance. .
haps, suspected of intemperance. The use of ardent| To a just 2nd comprehensive knowledge, howe-
spirits daily. as misistering to cheerfulness, or bodily [ ver, of the crime of intemperance, not only &
vigor, ought to ho regarded os iutemperanco, No|definition is required, but a philosophicol analy-
person, prabably, ever did, or ever will, reccive ar-[sis of its mochaniczl effects upon the animal sys~
dent spirits into his system once a day, and fortifs }tem.
his canstitution against its deleterious effeets, or ex-]  To those who look only oo the outward appear-
ercio such discretion and seli-goverunant, as that|ance, tho triumphs of intemperance over conscience,
the quantity will not be ineteased, and bodily in |and talents, and learning, and character, and iunto-
firmities and mental imbeeility be the result, and, in]rest. and family endearments, have appoared woa-
woie than half the instances, im briation. Nature derful.  But the wonder will cease, when we con-
way kold ant long ugainst this snpping and miniug|sider the ragiog desire which it evhindlcs, and the
of the constitution, which daily uppling is carrsing [ hand of tormeut which it lays, on every fibre of the
on; hut, first or last, this foe of life will bring to the [ body and faculty of the soul.

The stomach is the great organ of uccelerated
circulation of the blood, of clasticity to the animal
spirits, of ploasurablo or painful vibration 1o the
uerves, of vizor to the mind, aud of tullness .o the
cheerful affections of the soul.  Here is the silver

power the feeble aud the mighty will be alike ena-
ble to stund.

Al such occasional exhilaratton of the spirits by |
‘mievicating liquors, as produces levity aud foolish

Hjesting, aud the loud laugh, is intewperance, whe-!cord of life, and the golden bow! at the fountan,

ther we regard these preccpts wlich 1cguire us tu, an i the wheelat the cistern: and as these fulfil their
he soher minded, or the effect which such exhilara- tdaty, the muscalar, and mental and meral powers
o and hghtness has upon the cause of Clirist, jact in uni on, and il the system with v gor and
when wituessed iy professors of relizion.  The delight. But as these central eneagies are enfechled,
«heerfulness ofhealth, and excitement of iniustes, ile streagth of mind aud bods dedhines, and Lussitude
anlaoeial mtrcorrse, sl which natame dumands, | and depnession, aud mcanchioly, and sighing, suc-
or health or purity perunts. !rcml to thie bigh beatn,s of health, and the light of
A resort to ardent spisits as a means of imvigora- | ife becomes as darhiess., . .
ting tiie imellect, or of pleasuralde scnsativn, i~ alsu|  T'\porience has decided, that any stimulus applicd
mtemperance.  Itis a distraint upon nature, to on-[stattdly to the stomach, which atses 115 moscular
tert in a shorttime, those resulis of mind <l ool tune aboy e the point at wihicl it cau be sustained by
uiz, which inher own unimpelled course would fun ' food and sleep, produces, when it has pasied away,
with less impetnosity, butio & more cquatle aulidel iy, a relavativn of the over-norhed organ,
healthful currcut. The mimd has its linuts of iated | propurtivned 1o its preccraatural excitement. The
leetual application. and the beartits linuts « (feching (il gising puwer of the stomch falls of course ne
and the ncrvous system of healthful exbilaration, | madh below the toue of eheerfuluess and health, as
and whatever you gain tirough stimiulus, by way of it was injudicrously rased abovest. It the experi-
anticipation, is ouly so much intellectual aud vital {nicut be repeated often, it produces av artificia! tone




