
6 ROUGE ET NOIR.

T IE ORGi\NIC UNITY 0F CiRISTENDOM

'The Enst, tho W'cest, togetier lisid,
Iii Iovo's tiruhkett eciti

Cive caca elle 11opw, clic heurt, 0110 imd,
One glory, atnd une gaii."

For manyyecars, botlî ini Engiaîîdaîîd America, the solu-
tion of tlîis niomtntous qucstioîî-tlie unification of ail re-
ligious bodies into one Holy Catlic: Cliurclî-his cen-
,brossed the attention' of tliotiglîtfil Clîristians; and the
prayers of the faitiîful at the presenît time, nio less fervent-
ly titan in the past, asccnd to the Throne of Grace tiîat
God may, in Hlis ownvi good tiîne, andi by I-lis good Spirit
unite us, Wvho -.ckniowledigc one Lord and Gi.vc. of ai good
things, to whom our prayers and praiseb asccnd, "ini the
bond of pence, and in rightcousncss of life;" thlîa the lime
inay e-hortly corne~l e shahl ail " lîold tlie faitît in uni-

Anid not only by Clitrchnîctî lias the desire beexi feit to
bring about sucli a fusion, but by inany :îow ouitside the
pale of the Church; and this hiappy consummnation is
hopcd for-ahtlougli seldom exprcssect ini words-by al
who realize its truc sigaîificaîîcc. To Chîurchnicn îîlo arc
at ail cognizant of the sigrns and tcndecieis of thc age, no,
period has hcld forthi brig liter lîopcs of a successful issue
than does the prcsent. lii the United Statcs-a field pe-
culiarly adaptcd to the worki:ig out of tlîis problcmn--a re-

cent impetus lias beeni rcccivcd ini the riglît direction.

mnset forth. By many, it has becui coticed, thc basis

eve one ofa commoîl siturgical îvorship, but one tlîat ini-
*.dsthe thrcc-foid mi:îistry of the Apostolic Succession

-a inistry of Divine origin. XVithout tiîis it is imîpossi-
bic for us to suppose that the gre.-t W\esterni, Eiastern, and
Anglicani Clîuirclics wouid consider aîîy scliemc for unity.
0f ail concessions Dissenters wouid hlave to îîîakc, tlîis
appears to bc one of thc :nost iumportant, as it wouid de-
pose tîjeir present Ministry, untlcss tiîey suibiîîittcd to an
ordination froin a duly consccrated 13ishop. To sontie it
Nvill rise as an insurmountable obstacle-an obligatio:î with
which Denomninational Ministers wiil refuse conipliance-
for, as is :îatural to suppose, it will bc tlicy wiîo would most,

j strcnuously oppose, and by tlicir influence inovc tlicir peo-
pie ini the same direction.

But ivithout, nt prescrit, going further into a considcr-
ation of thosc nitters wlîicli it would bc our province to
discuss in tiîis coznection, let us asccrtain îvhat attitude
WC siîouid assume towards the ir"-vcnîciit, whiat the ad-
vantagcs to be derived froin sucli a union %voulcl bc, ind
wvhat: arc 'lic prospects for a lîappy consunmation.

* It is tlue duty and privilcge of uls aIl to, strive towards
titis end, using tl: ise micans whiich shahl appear to bc .var-

*, rantcd by the requircmntts of the case and the exigelîcies
of the times ini wliicli wc live, askiîg tat our efforts inay

bc guided, nd bless&1l by the Holy Spirit. The bringing
about of this desircd statc must flot and cannot bc hiurried.
Tite danger is imminent if tasti or- forccd mcasurcs arc re-
sortcd tè. The want of suich unity mnust bc more keenly
feit tiîan at the present; the dcsirc ini th icearts of ail for
that strengÎtl îvhichi cornes only from union, fo filht against
the comimon foc inust grow. Have ive flot assurances

wc say that thc sed lias aircady gerininatcd, and
that in good soil, in the licarts of many carnicst Christians?
Likec ini ail great movements, time is an important factor,
and, one whichl can hardly be over cstimated.

Discussing this question from a Church of England
point of vicvý, it ivili îlot serve us to admit tlîat the sccts
(many of wlîom are moving in this matter, tliougli more
or less uîîco-nsciously pcrlîaps) arc in the sarne position as
regards ortlîodoxy as ourselves, for tÏien it would bc
natural for tiien to, ru.ply, wlîy îîot lat the present state of
Ciîristendomn continue to exist ? Neitiier, on the otlier
hand, niust wc blind -ourselves to the fact tlîat mucli of
wiîat is good cxists ini thecir crecds, nor that we arc flot
infallible, oi- that some mecasures of refoini ini out own
clîurclî are flot niccded ; but rather in a liberal spirit, and
for the promotion of God's Glory, urge a consideration of
the tenets and practices of the Primîitive Churcli wvhen in
its purity and infancy, flot forgctting, lîoievcr, toi become
bettcr acquaintcd with thi, lessons to, be dtawn fromu the
socioiogy of to-day; thus practically applying the one
tlirougiî the initerpretations of the other. And spccially
should ail tlîis bc the casier to us whio have learnt the
doctrines of the Iinglislî Church-a churcli clîaractcrizcd
at once by lier dcfinitencss and broadncss.

The day of fanaticism and bigotry is on the wane, and
WtC miust bc careful tlîat our jo>' nt secing tlîis lcads us flot
to tiîat liberty of thoughit and practise ini thingés Divine,
wvliclî flot rigiîtly discriruinating betwccn essentiaIs and
nion-essetiis, may finally huri its victinis by its delusivL
ness into an abyss of doubt-it may be to infidclity itsclf.
Without dcfîinitc fundamental principles and doctrines, no,
system could withstand the assaults of the Evil One; but
let us take carte tlîat tlie '-love of Christ constrainetlî us "
ini ail tiiings, and thant ail narrowness of mind and old
prejudices-so ltard to cradicate-be laid aside îvhen con-
temnplating and cndcavw.ing to carry ont tîxis noblest of
works.

Can wc rcaiizc the great advantagcs of such an union?
We caîî to sorte degrcc, but certainly not in the fullest
scse >'ct. Takisg a lesson from thec commercial îvorld
(and wlîy sliofld we flot), do wc flot lcarn that great
strcngth is obtaitied by union, wlien the tlîoîsanLl act as
011e in the saine cause, by the sanie mcans, for the saine
objcct. Innumerable instances might be citcdi from past
Iîistory and tliat of our own day îvhichi portray in vivid
colors hou' tiîis principle of union, of concertcd action, in
ail the îvaiks of life, hias becn a factor of no smail, irnport-
anice cither for good or cvii. Shail wc sneer at it ? Can
wc afford to ovcrlook it ? No.; ratier ]et us consider a


