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the inmediate purposes they were interided to serve. But ail such questions
must be left over for future treatrnent. The above is a brief sutnnary of
what 1 believe to be the present condition of our knowledge on this one
question. Perhaps no other student in the saine department would quite agree
with me at cvery point, but I arn satisfied that in the main it represents the
rcsults of reverent criticiçnm so far as thcy are assured, It may be a surprise
to some te find how rnuch is still unkno'vn as to the origin of our Scriptures,
and that we must take se many of the books of the Bible on trust. But it

miust be borne in mind that there was a tinie when ail this %vas known, and
that it was upon sucb knowledge the Church acted ini recognizing these
books as authorities. And if we sonietinies have to take the conclusions of
our ancestors without being informed of the grounds on which they were
reached, we still knowv enough to furnish a sound historical basis for belief as
regards ail the essentials of Christianity. lie must be judged inexcuseable
who rejects that which is certain because there is associated with it some-
thiing that cannot be explained to bis fuIl satisfaction.

JOHNjSCRIMGE.

I>resbrieriail Cv'1sg.

108


