MISSION WORK IN VILLAGES.

HEN one looks nt n village in its relation to the arent, work of
Christinn Missions, the whole fiekl, yet to e covered with o
knowledgo of the truth, is scen in mininture, and the Power that is
going to bo suceesstul in uceomplishing most speadily the larger work
is the one that must be exercised to promote the cause of Christ, in
the smaller.

For four summers 1 have been somoewhat, clusely connected  with
Mission Work in villages ; and at the close of ench season have heen
led to the sime conclusion as to the best mens o he used, W raise
the moral tone, and purify the atmosplicre of those sudler centres of
business in the conntry. The first great difliculty is how to properly
managy to keep the children away from bud companions, and yet allow
them suflicient fresdom, and out-of dvors exercise, to luild ap
healthy bodies, fit temples for the intellectual fucultics auld also for
the Holy Ghost to dwell in. 1t is quite possible for o different, state
of ufluivs to exist in a city or town. There o tamily of even ordinary
means may select a home in w part of the city where the grosser
crimes are not committed, and thereby secure companions for the
children, that kuow nothing of the hiunts of secret sin,

It is very different in the villyge. The children kuow and frequent
all the street corners.  They are too often found alout, the village
hotels, first to guze in childish astonishment at older boys and men
gumbling, drinking and swearing, next to venture « step further to
do the trifling act of picking up the stwnp of « cigar and in 1he end
weceive the impression, that because crentures that God intended to
be men do such things, they may also do them.  Thus we often see
the first step taken, and the youth soon breaks into  run down to
ruin. L asked a Christian mother a few months ago, o tell me of
sowo of the difliculties she had to encounter, in training her children
ina village.  She answered : “ Luever let them out of the yard at
all, you see the iufluences of the strect companions are ruinous to my
children.  Their father is dead and 1 am afraid even to ley them out,
they wouid svon be beyond my control.”  This is rather a sad fuct,

and yet there ure many auxious Eno'tzl]lers whose expericnces are quite
22



