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SCHOOL SYSTEM 0F THE PROVINCE 0F QUEBEC.
By REX'. PRINCIPAýL.SuiAw, LL.D., NI.C.P.I.

Mie school systemi of Quebec is essentially religyious. This
i~s easîly understood as to the 4,886 Romian Cathiolic sehools.
It is also truc as to the i,00:2 Protestant sehools. Protcst-

antisnm favorabli' affects Roinanisnî by a stimulus tof a higlher
type of sehool. Ronianismn favorably affects Protestantisin

by a conspicuous einpliasizing of the religious element. Withi
this eleinent iii cducation the administrative personnel of Pro-

testant schools is decidedly and unanirmously in sympath..
This îs not by law, but b)? deliberate l)reference. I know ui
no law to, prevent the Protestant Commnittee of the Council of
Public Instruction niakingr their schools absolutely secular if
thev wishied. Yet in the Protestant schiools of Qucbec, reli-
gyion is more proiniuent than ii thec sehools of any other

pro'vince.
l'ie object of the editor of the. ejournal" in cliciting infor-

nmation as to, rcligion iii the schools of Qucbec wvil1 probably

be served by a brief study of (i) the lîistory of the systeni, (2)

its present orgyanizationi, ()the protection of the mniiority,
and(l ff) the work being donc.

i. In 1639 the first school iii Canada wvas establishied i «
colnection îvith the Ursuline Convent at Quebec. lu1 1657
the Seiniary of St. Sulpice wvas founded in Montreal, and in
1(568, the Petit Seminaire, under Bishiop LavaI, wvas founded
iii Quebcc, ultiniately developing into the LavaI University in

1854. In i8oi the Royal Institution for the Advancemient of
Leairniing wvas established for flhe diffusion of educatioii. Its
wvork is now confined to McGill University, founded iii 1828. As
this organization wvas (lecidedly English and Protestant, the
Fabrique Act %vas passed in 1824 to establishi Romnan Catliolic

sclicols iii the different parishies.


