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Concerning How to Study.

IIERE are warious types of studemts.  There ix the
/s (el  “cliool-boy, crawling * like suail, unwillingly to school™
"'q ?) who hails every public calamity as a possible holiday ¢
. L 1hic young acpirant for academic honors, talking in 2
- B nouchalaut fashion of the late hours e Kkeeprs, and
hinting bow little sleep he can get along with 3  the life-long student,
whase ever-craving never-to-he-satisfid ambition reaches out after
all knowlalze, and demands from Natare and Desting their decpert
sccret<.  The first type is withont doabit the mt plentifal, sitceall
pass through that stage :  here compulsion i< the rain-spring of the
mental activity.  Thesconnd type secke knowledge for the mke of
the honors and advantages realiing frnn its possession ¢ while 2o the
thinl knowlale is sveet for its own ke,

But in all these ca<ex. knowledge is the olject songht, wheiker
*he sceker realizes fully the value of the oliject or k. Al how
minfally slow is the process of acquiring that indispensable boon !
T little l4nt that hops aboat fram limb ta Einb, and swinrs threoegh
the air with 20 case and swiftness  envicl. and  vainly imitated by
umn, reckonal the tithe given to its olucation by hears,  Sapevior
s plod< mminfally throogh years amd vears of stwdy. awd then ic
Ju beginning to disonver o little hie kinows, and hoxe seldom that
knoxlodge can guard him fromn fatal midakec  J3ag haw admisslle
is the final prodact ! Aan caanet Ay, e Jeam bic leowais in 2o
haur. mt be can ewlve from bic Iabations pocess of stady inventions
thal can ontinip the winged wind« in their Night. or 164 the mations
<peak acncs clraaging oocans

1f such have been the 7232715 of ssuds. then the methadsof s2 Ay
are warthy of considenation.  Togive a foxr praginml smpgestiione
alenz thiis Jine of mcthodsis the prrpose of this (ajer.

Meihal fceseential.  How comimon & sizht 11 is o see 3 siodent
elding amd plezging, plozting and cramming. honesly emlawnng
e wret knoxledge frm thase ard macc ! Bat the remlt i< vary dic
ewmnring. and he mmes ta the conclasion that he wac n® &t it
fara stadenl.  Itisquitc presible thas the real explarmtion of this
failnre i tn be foand, not =0 much in izkherent dalness, ax in pot fav
12 any mthed of setem. Honoe there iy a praat daal of misdinectod
oy aapendod, with disonamging rowitc

Oa¢ very coonmon teasan why Ieiter saccess dacs pnd ationd
really hanest cford. is thas the sindont gocs ta wwk too mach =t ran.
dom,  He hze po definite parase in view in reading a ook,  He hax
o char Mea of wint be sy expet o B inthet bk, 13 i
reawcmblc ta attack 2 bonk @ Itatany, Gondmzy o Coxemmistsy in the
@ame way as Unl in which 3 nevcd. or & plar of Shakeqezte shoaM
bherad.  In Sance. we bk {ar facis. lxwes and princijdes. amd cvery
new fact, or every 1o princple. shoall te seian! npsm by the atten:
lim. Thaticonr aals roasea for reading the book.  Bat in readiag
lilezary prodnstierx, we o med book for facis, Ie? mier for snenc
thing to appeal 1o oy exprriones awd kevxdolpe of human matnre @
to ar sympmikics and our hamanity. These differcmwes nmd be v
corgrized. and var altentinn fixed upea the SATMEE of the brok befare
ne ot cite we shall carzy bt litthe away froea s perasal.

The atteation me be ket Sxed. absarbol in the sabjec®.  This
#loa of the neccsity of keepdngt the attention fixol is 2 very trite vme,
tm2 icont sufiSmily pat in peactice. A few minmiex ane given o

the work in hand, but 1a too many cases the will power 13 weak, and

the mind isallowed todrifz. A very great help toward keeping the
attention steadily fixod. 34 2o mark z.gunitieant and important jas<ages
tif the haok liappens to be your ownl, or to write a brief synopsis in
the margin of an important paragraph, orto jot downa few conuments,
criticisms, or conclusion« of your awn.  The mind cannot wander
whe such a plan i< aarriad out.  This plan i< also of great advantage
whea the tinte comes for review. The eve iz caught by the mark<or
marpinal notes, and anly the importaut partsof e book neel be
read, whereas if the marks or notes were not there, the whaole thing
would have to be read in review.  The #lea of mnarking and reviewing
is of onar<e more articalasly applicable to text-books,

It i< tio2 usaally a goxd plan to spend 2 whole cvening at one sub-
ject, unless sperfally snteresiad therein, It is better to speind half-
an.boar on cach of three or four subjecis shan twe lhwoars onone
schject.  If a Rudent wmakics up his mind, insitting down o read-
that bic will drop that book in, sy, hall.an-bioar, hie will likely bring
all hi< attentive powers to bear for that short timne. and can Jeave the
subjrct a2 the €ad of the time alletic? with the onascionsnes< of hav-
ing dume something definite.  Baz if be panex vagaely over a book for
two or three haurs, trying conscientiously hnt ancuccess{ully to keep
the attention fixed upon the subyect, be will rise from his clair dis.
satisfind and disocnuraged.  Even though the 1ark be sclf-inporal.
shas? hoars are. a<a rule, preferalic ta long homis and frequent
changes advimalle

Siodents, as<a rale, depend 100 much upon assistance from les-
sensand lectares.  They ton selkdom think of launching out for than.
sdves. They likv v bespowafed. They bave a Iomror of the dark
and won'e siep into it unless takent by thehand.  tdoes 1ot acenr
ts them o g0 by themselives into  ~ freh wonds and pastures new.™
They do not, in plain wonds, read ahead of the work iu clzes and de.
pend entindly an the leswon to give them their Sret 1Qc ornceraing &
ne= prindple.  Now thixisall wrang. The stodent %ho know~
abealately nathiag 2boat the subject of 2 Jexon belore gaing o ac
caws ic likely to take very litthe =way =ith kim.  Jic has ne-
thing in his mind with which the new matcrial an be asdmilated :
while the student wha hac read satnetising abemt it hefonchand koows
at keaxs wing are the difficuliics of the rabject. and i« pregmned 29 ask
intellinent qacticrns.  Lownas amd Jociares. especially for advancoed
seadents shwald be larpely sippl tarv.  To therarcall in
all of their beginnings of knowcledzce.

Sach a omarse is faial 1o selforeliance and asigimlity. Tatila
tndent can, withwat acdstance. wepate hizeell for intdlipent ex-
adimaticn on 3 subpect within the limiisnf  his apad:y. he asnot
attnined unto the ool aimel at in olsaation.  He mass depesx] Bpote
hivvcl. and feamn 2o think for limrlf. thmpgh life. and whese can
he bearn thix seif-reliance letier stan at scchanl o onlicze ? Learning
tn b self-deqezdent is like kamingia walk.  The find timid s2cpe
shecld be :2ken when there is momeone br 2o keep the  taddler from
fallimz.  Weane bvand 20 ke mistakes in oor St attempms § they
shoald te made where they aan be bot otected.

The cotical fac'-x!%_\' shnocH lee 6(‘\")“,“‘. ton, 2% ml_v as m’b}r
and an bt developed only by aciginal. independent  thiaking.  Cn-
ticken, by the wax. ¢ et {zuli.Gnding, bet cersistc in i’ci:hing.
toing. ovenparisg. walsiege, ILimples simply  clear and accrmte
thinkiaz. and tkat {e the last thingthat ewncstndeninonald hear -nuol
of.  Wesurt kam ned tn take ererything that we rad &« indipat.
aldr. Wemnst foarn 3ml somme sialeamalec. hoth oral and writien.
roqaines caaidkerable qmalifioation hefwe ledng aoeptol. A mere
aariliing and quibldiag »36rit is of cvarie, to beatesded. Dat $el ue
Trarn 2o bave opintons of oar o, znd 10 take the opcions o otherx
al their tree worth,

Thicaslicle hacbon w7itten o eed peactical neis, and the
wdoas kave been sugpeed by obnervation and  expereace.  Though
the traiment of she selyeet may le rather dry and alnimact, peaci.
cal and arnet siadents will, it s hoaped, £ad something 3a it which

will appeal 2a their own cxperience.




