
'Go over any of the great encycloî»u.-
dias and you wîll (mnd tlhat Harvard
University is responsil)le for more of our
literary men than any other of our col-
leges or universities. Next cornes Yale.
'l'len, iii the third class, l3owdoin, D-)arc-
niouth, Columibia and Princeton raîk on
nearly equal ternis. As regards quality
of intellect, Bowdoin, it îîiust be renicin-
bered, can point to Longfellow and
Nathaniat H-awthornec, ai-d Darrnouth to
Daniel WVebster ard Rufus Clioate. [t is
plain enough, howvever, to the reader of
any of our cncyclopaoedîas; tiiat a college
educ-ation is by no ineans nec.essary to
success in literature. 'l'le fact, of course,
'vas denionstrated long ago by the unlet-
tered Shakespeare, 'vhen lie beat such
university nien as G;reene, Peele, Nash,
1 adge and even ïMarloive and Ben Jonson.
But ou r eticyclop)ecas reveal, for instance,
that Join C. IVhittier received only a
siender schooling as a l)oy, and %vas
chiefly occupied îvitlî faringii until lus
twentieth year. Subsequently lie studied
for two terni% nt the Haverhili Acadeniv.
Mainly, therefore. lie ivas self-taughrt.
H-enry Clay, (urtlike Webster) wvas védu-
cated, at a country school, and that lie leit
at the age of fourteen. I3ret Hiarte
rcceived only a conion school educa-

tion,' whicli stopped at the age of seven-
teen, after 'vhich hie taughlt sclîool for a
little wvhile in tue rural parts of California.
'l'len lie worked successively as a miner,
an express mianager and a printer's ap-
prentice, until lie found an opening in
journalisi. William D)eani I-owells wvas
to a like extent se-If-tauglit ; lie sccmis to
have learned to set type in a ncwspaper
office before lie %vas t'velve years old. This
is a niemnorable expiiple, because Hoivell's
style is nmuch more finishied and scholar-
like than F. Marion Crawford's, ivho ivas
singularly well educated ln the convcn-
tional rneanirig of the words. It is also
noteworthy that Henry James, Jr., is not
a university nuan-a fact calculated, to
puuzzle those vhîo imiagine academical
tr*ning of an advanced order requisite
for precision, grace, and eloquence of
style. Richard Watson Gilder is anothier
iuan whuo o'ves nothuing to universities,
liaving receivcd lujseducu-tion at Bellevuq
Seniinary, in Bordentown, which lie leit
nt the age cf nineteen.. Tli.ç. san>e thiink
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is true of H. G. Butiner, .who was cdu-
cated at a French school in Nev York
City, afterward entering- a Portuguese
business flrmi. In the samne category of
of meni, whose knowlcdge and wh'lose style
have l)eeli mainly the outcorne of self-
tLlitiofl, b2lonc"s \Vashinot-on Irving, %vho
received Lis general, as distinguishied froni
his professional, education at sundry smiall
schools, which lie left at the age of sixteen.
Fitz-Greene Halleck hadl a coiiiofl school
education, becomning at the age of fifteen
a clerk iii the shop of a relative. l'le
saine thing is [rue of Richard Henry
Stoddard, in whose case, howeve.r, a coin-
mon school. education was stupplernented
wvitli private study during several years'
work in an iron foîîndry. joseph Rod-
mani Drake %vas not a university man.
Neitiier wvas janies T. Fields. Samnuel L.
Clemiens <&'M\ark Twain') is a renîarkable
exaînble of the neediessness, of a college
education for success, in literature. What
instruction he bas 'vas obtained nt a dis-
trict school in Missouri, and was finished
îvherî lie "'as thirteen years old, for at that
age lie 'vas apprent-ced to a printer. Three
years later he becanie a pilot on the MNis-
souri River, and followed that vocation
for a considerable period. WVe have
entiiierated only a fewv out of a mnultitude
of inistances, wvhicli niighit be culled fromn
these brief biographies, to showv that a
university training is no miore indispen-:
sable to euiinence iii literatture than it is
to eniinence on the bench or at the bar.
Neither Patrick Henry, perhaps; the great-
est of Anmerican advocates, nor Chief
justice Marshall, indisputably the greatest
af Aierican jurists, had a college educa-
tion."l

.49 -T e Çatholic News recently niade
miention of the one book in the world,
cxcept the B3ible, of whiclh it would be
imipossible to sav too much in Praise-
Thie Iiiation of Clirst. Says the News :

1'Fev Catholics can be found wlio have
not lieaid or read of The lintation of

C/,iç/ his heen tlîe comipanion and
solace of inany, not oîily in the Çhutrch,
but oultside. We have heard of generals
carrying this littie volume into battle, and
,when oppoitunity can'îe of gaiiing a brief
rest, steahing away to ýoîîie retired spot to
read a chapter. There is so niuch wis-
donm stqred uli..îvitbin th e cQvers oçf this


