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'rlwr'n:'ns FORTHE FARMER,

Iow e May Re Hatsed By n Man of
Iimfited RMeans.

There is no necd to set out at longth
the fuscination of breeding horees for
speed. From the millionaire to the farmor
all love the entiting pursuit. Yet noar-
ly overy agricnltural journal from Maino
to California -forbids the farmer raising
anything but'a draft horse. “Leave the
trotters and runners to thosdthat can
afford them,” they say. “You stick to
tho work-horse, and if you do take up
the others, woe unto yon!” And then
follows a long list of the probable resulis:
gambling, extravagance, laziness, bank-
ruptey, poverty, Sodom and Gomorrah.
Now all thisis “important, if true
But itisn't true. Lazy men like to fish,
but all fishermen are not lzy. Tramps
pedestrianate, but all pedestrians aro
nottramps; and agood, square man that
wants to raige u trotter can doso and
remain a good, square man stil, Iam
raising one myself, and I n.ay be some-
what prejudlced J um not Lonng\ to at-
towmpt to'defend thoss who raise the
thoroughbred, or even to pallinte their
action, but I do defend those who raise
trotters, and when I say trottors, { mean
the , standard-bred horse; thosc regis-
tered or entitled to be registered in the
only registry for trctlers in America,
“Wallace's American Trotting Register.”
If he who causes two blades of grass to
grow whera one grew-before benetits the
world, surely be who raises a horse that
will gain a minute in & man'’s life by
conveying him more speedily from one
point to another is a p\nlunthroplst

Anyway ifa farmér has a standard-
bred mare, or even one witha good trot-
ting-action, and prefers to breed her to
a standard-bred horse instead of a Perch-
eron or Clydesdale horse, why shouldn’t
he?  Must.heslways plump along in the
old furm-wagon to town and back be.
hind the old plow-horses? Must lo al-
ways take the dust of evety Tom, Dick
and Harry ou the road? Must his boy
when out with his sweetheart, behind
sober old “Charley” thentally curse the
farm as the fleet ~tepper ofhis town-
bred rival flashes past him? Mustit al-
ways be grind, grind, grind with the
farmer—his nose to the grindstone eler-
nally—no amusement, no pleasures,
such as men of other pursuits have?

Tho farmer who has a mortgage on
bis farm, a chatiel morigage on his
stock and farm-machinery, and a yeat’s
store-bill to pay is not the one whom my
plea is for. It is for the “Tarmer whose
property is clear; who bas plenty of fod-
der in the'barn; wlv se wife hasa Sun-
day dress, and has a piano ot opgan in

the parlor, and o hired gir] tohelp her
when she is not able to do the work sa-
lone. Evenf there were no money in
§t (which I don't admit), such o farmer
as the Jatter ought to raiso a trotter for
his own pet and for Ins ewn pleasure,
as onv of the just rewards for Jdoing so
much for the pleasure or benefit of
others. Did tho Almighty intend that
only draft-horses shonld bo raised?
Did He put horses into the world solely
for, mankind to ses how much money
could bo made out of them? Why does
He cause tha beautifol flowers to bloom,
tho song-birds to carol their sweet songs
To the enthusiastic horseman his horse
is & beautiful ohject, that delights the
eye moro than any flower; his move-
ments are gracefu), his speed produces
a thrill of pleasure, and ro song of hird
is moge inspiring than the rapid pat,
pat of his horse’s feet as he flies down
the road.

While the raising of a trotter ocea-
sionally for the furmer's own use or
pleasure is justifiable, continuous and
indiscriminate breeding of trotters by
the ordinary farmer is poing 1o the
other extreme, and ought to be con-
demned in vigorous and unsparing
words, Here comes in the question
whether the farmeor is ablo to sell his
trotters to advantage. TFew farmersare.
It requires a knowledge of the trotters
anatomy, training and pedigree thaf fow
farmers have the time or opportunity to
learn.

But in case a farmer degires toraise a
fast stepper for his own use or at least
to increase the speed of what he has, he
must have for a brood-mare one with no
constitutional weakness ‘that may be
transmitted to her progeny. Second,
she must have good ‘troev.ing-nction.
The more speed she has the better, but
she must have the action. Third, she
must have gocd staying-powers. A trot-
ter whose strength disappears after one
or two shorl bursts of speed isof no
earthly use to any one. Fourth—well
there arc a number of fourthis, for that
is as far as I will go—there are intelli-
gence,beauty of form,ambition; but above
all these I placa~—more trotting.action. If
a farmer has a mare that conforms to
these requisites I would advise him to
investigate her pedigres, for it is a)most
a certainty that there will be found
valuable blood coming in somewhere.
I say valuable blood advisedly; for,
while pedigres, alone will not makea
trotier. it will often sell a. trotter, and it
behooves the farmer to increase the
value of hig property by every possible
means, Ifthe ware’s sireis an unreg-
istered son of a registered airo it_ gdds

1o her value. Ascertnin, If possible,
every drop of trotting-bloed in horvelna,
no matter how shght, and do not glve
up your gearch at the first failure.
Stick to it unti} you oxhaust overy meaas
of informatiou. °

The only standard bred-mare 1 pos-
soss I bought on hor good looks and trot-
tingtaction only,and paid $200 for her,her
owner, a very intolligent business man,
assuring mo that she was not standard-
bred, being.by Pottawatomie Chief, dath
by Blind Engle. Sure enough, the Trot.
ting Regiatér disclosed no such names;
but subscquent iilvestigation fully esta-
lished the fact that Pottawatomie Chief
was registered under the ndme of Mon.
arch Swigert, and Blind Eagle as Grey
Eagle. By Rule 7 of the National Asso-
ciation of Trottitig-Horse Breédders, es-
tablished Decomber 14, 1877, my mare
is standard-bred. This is the rule: “Xhe
female progeny of o standard horso,
when out of a mare by a standard
horse,” shall bo accepted as a .standard,
qrotting-bred animal,

Then comes the selection of a sire,
When one has the world ‘o chose- from
this is a mxghty question, and oven
with five or 8ix to choose from it is often
a puzzler. A sound:body, natural trot-
ting-action, a great vitality and ambi-
tion are absolutely necessary. Thon
comes the question of pedigree. He
must be registered, and the more irot-
ting and producmg-blcod in his pedigree
the.better.

Other things being equal, get as much
a8 youcan of the blood of old Rysdyk’s
Hambletonian. There are numerous ad-
vocates of the Morgnn, the Clay, and the
Mambrino, but the figures show that
Hambletoniun.and his sons and daugh-
ters have brought forth iuto the trotting-
world far more speed than any.other
family, if not of all combined. Hainble-
tonian himagelf gired 11 perforinersin 2,30
and under; and not only. that, but he
alsosired 107 sons who in their turn are
8ires.of 567 performers. When any one
in your hearing claims superiority for
the Clays or the Morgaus,.yop-can eet, it
down-as the result of either ignoranee
or prejwiice, .and there,is a great deal
of prejudice among horse-breedpm
and trainers. Pay $250 for “Wal-
lace,s. Year Book for 1888” It
will give all the information you
need.about trotters.and trheu pedigres,
and then no one can deceive you.witha -
false pedigres. for their stallion,. as is
often the case. If the stallion is regis-
tered he has a number, and so has his
sire and the sive of his dam. Get tlir
numbers-and names-and lonk them up

youxself



