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IRELAND.

[ The following oxtract from the Limérick Chroni.
cle of 4ith January, shows tho torrific effucts of Gun.
powdor, and the great culpability of thoso who keep
large quantitics of it, 1 towns er cities.]

Awrut ano Destnverive Exenosston.—Tho
cizizens of Limerick were last night about a
fAuarter pust tew o’clock, terrified by a tremen-
tous explosion of gun-powder, which shook
to the very foundation all the houses in
the main strect of St Michael’s parish, and
even dashied out the window sashes i most of
the houses in Patrick-street, George's-street,
Denmark-steeet, Arthur's-quay, and lonan’s-
quay, covermng the flig-ways with a profuse
shower of broken glags,  The concussion was
o violent as to extingnish all the gas lamps,
and involve the streets in total darkuoess, while
the report of the explosion was distinctly heard
ut the extreme eads of the city, nnd  could be
likened to sothing else but the springing of a
mince close o vur very door, the wround itself
trembhing with the foree of the blast. The
seens of this appslling calamity was the large
linyse, corner of George’s-street and Denmark-
street, inhabued by Mr Richardson, the exten-
sive gun manufactarer, whose entirs magaziue
ot guu-puwder blew up, and levelled the whole
prenuses to the earth, exathiting at one glance
a scene of desolation, wrock, und ruin, awful
to contemplate, but the extent of which was
uynkuown for many minutes, uader the cloud
of darkuess which enveloped every object
the vicimty. The wmayor, recorder, and all
the magistrates repatred to the spot, with
the panish watch und policeman to afford
asststance.  Piquits of the royal regiment and
72d depot were brought up soon after, Yesides
labourers, with fatigue partics of both corps,
were set to work by Lieutenant-Colonel Man-
sel, brigade-mujor, clearing away the immeaso
pile of rubbish in whieh several persons had
been overwhelmed, in order to vescue the sufl-
crors, if pussible, alive. At balf past cleven
o'clock last night seven bodics were taken omt
of the ruins, and conveyed to Barringlon’s
Hospital, ternbly matilated, yet still retvining
the vital spark, though literally black with
powder. One of the first victims, and who
died in a few minutes, was Mr John UHealy,
of Bank-place, medical student, u young gen-
tleman who happened to be passing the house
when the shock occured, a great beam having
strack hun on the head and dashed lus brains
out. His premature fate 1s the cuuse of very ge-
neral and marked regret. Surgoons Thwaites,
Franklin, Brodie, and Kane, attended the hos-
pital all night, administering to the unhappy
victims, who were brought inevery hour for re-
lief. ‘I'here are several persons yet missing
The aext house in  George's-street to that
which is now a mere blank or vacumm, andthat
in Denmark-street, immediately adjoining, ap-
peared tottering to the ground, in a mest dan-
gerous state, and exhibit o frightful picture of
devastation.  They resemble mere shells, the
main wails standing, but all the floors torn up
aod ront asunder. Also the opposite house of
Mr. Eilurd, corner of Patrick-street and Den-
mark-street, and the house of Mc Bourke, cor-
ner of Patrick-street und  Arthur’s quay, are
greatly damaged, the window sashes and shop-
shuiters blown out of the frame work in every
instance, and not a particle of glass remained.
‘Tho other houses in the vicinity are gutted of
therr window-sahes, aud the fronts of all are
much dsfigured or shattered.

Further Particulars —We have this morn-
ing received the following oflicial return -of
cuses in hospital :—

*¢ [fonora Grady, severe laceration, not like-
ly to recover 3 Dr. John Healy, skull dreadful-
ly fractured, dend; Mary Euright, injury of

head and geuernl contusion, likely to recu-
ver; Robert Pesky, wound of hend and coun.
tusions, do.; Mary Hyues, injury of spine
amd head, dead; Mary Shieehy, geueral con-
tusion, likely to recover ; Aune M<Mahou,
wound of head and general contasion, ditto,
Terence Bluke, wound of kuee, dangerous.

“Juhn S. Thoaites,

“ Richard Uranklin,

« Lhomas Wune.

** Suracons, Birrington’s Hospital.”

Fourt o’Crock.—Hospital cronded. The
committee are summoned to provide additional
bedding nud accomudation for the sufterers
yet in the ruins.

My Richardson’s house, stock in tende, and
furiture preseat oue indiscriminate heap of
cutns, every article irretricvably lost. "Lhe
house of Mr M*Mualion, in Denmark-street, ad-
Joining Richurdson’sis totnlly demolished, nnd
M Mahon himself, bis wite, and child, buried
in the rains, not vet fouud. ‘Phie nex: house
thercto, in Deumark-street, blown into the
street, but no lives lost there,  Me Bllard’s
house is in o perilous state of decay, the walls
threatening to fall every instant, furniture and
shop goods destroyed.  Mre M:Namara, cloth
merchaut, George's-street, next Richardson's
—lwase dismantled, every window blown out,
furniture ruined, shop goods a mass of rubbish,
and halfburnt.  Mrs. Michael Ryan and fami-
ly lodged there; this lady had her coller-bone
dislocated by the shock of the explosion, and
her aunt suflered the like injury. Mr Wm
Wilson, scedsman, and family, George’s-street,
had u most providentinl cseape; cannot ac-
count for the circumstances at so dreadful a
crisis.  The houses of Messrs. Barry, Ryan,
O’Doanell, Abraham, [fogan, Stevenson, Alex-
anders, Kelly, Loudon-tlouse, O'Callaghan,
O'Brien, Welch, &c., in George’s-sireer, sus-
tained serious injury, windows smashed, aud
furnitare broken. Scarce a shop window in
Patrick-street has an entire pane of glass left in
the frout, aud over the doors the fanlights are
biown out.  Mr Burke's house, Patrick-street,
almost reduced to bare walls, shop goods aud
furniture in a state of destruction, and windows
dashed to pieces,

Amongst the other houses in  Patrick-street
which suffered in agreater or less degree by
the catastrophe, are Messrs. Quinlan, John-
ston, Barry, Walton, Abraham, Currall, Con-
nolly, Landers, T'rousdell, Ryan, Sykes, IMo.
aarty, Hallowel, O’Gorman, Bowles, Tracy,
Wilson, Mason, M‘Mahon, Evans, Doyle, Col-
lopy, and Grubb. 'Lhe interiors of most of
the houses have been muterinlly injured, and
the loss will be serious to the proprictors,  On
North Siranddifferent houses lost 8 quantity of
glass and in the house of Industry mauy panes
were blown out of the sashes. The coneus-
ston, we ascertain, was felt at several miles
distance from town last night, and the blaze,
or reflection on the sky, was scen so far as
O’'Brien’s Bridge and Castle Coanel, where
the report was also heard. Many persons in
town were roused from their slumbers by the
shack, for the beds literally trembled under
them. ‘The crowds pressing this morning to
see the dismal specctacle, from all parts of the
eity, are innumerable, while the groans of the
wounded victums, and the cries of their rela-
tives and friends in melancholy unison, raised
the most painful emotion asthey passed the
hospital.

The active and undaunted exortions of the
mayaor throughout the entire of this dreadful
crisis, and occasionally in scenes of great
personal danger, were really beyondall praise.
He exposed himself to lead on others to the
perilous situations, under tottering walls and
fragments of missiles, where any likelyhood
appeared of rescuing a fellow-creature. Lieu-

tenant-Colonel Mansel, the magistrates, po-

lice, and military, also spared no eftort to ren-
der assistunce to the sufterers. ‘I'o the in-
mautes of Mr Richardsun’s house the circum-
stances whiclh induced this tremcendous amd
fatul explosion are yet o mystery; but the
effcet of gun-powder 1s tov fuithfully deselop-
ed.

—

From a Correspondent of the Timncs.

Distarss or ene Poor 18 Ineranp.—Whilst
the question of a legal provision for tho poor
has been so prolific atopte of discussion at the
Coru-Exchange, the most harrowing descrip-
tion of their destitution and suflering has been
arriving from all parts of the country.  ‘Lhe
extreme inclemency of the scason and the par-
tinl fuslure of the crops have augmented the
distress of the Irish poor almost to the extent
of famne. In a few—but in a very few—dis-
tricts, the resident gentry have come forward
with contributions towards mitigating the mis-
eries of tiie maltitudes of starving  paupers
in their neighbourhoods.  In Buniskillen for
instunce, the Larl of Belmore presided at o
meeting to rase subscriptions, and his lordahip
has caused o large quantity of iimber to be
cut down and conveyed nto that town for
gratmtous distribution amongst the poor, who
have been totally unable to purchase fuel, ow-
ing to its searcity and high price. In the south
the charitable donations of the Duke of Leia-
ster, Lady Fitzgerald, and a2 few others, are
spoken of 5 but, generally speaking, the rieh
proprictors, especially the absentces, appear
ueither to know nor care anything about the
condition of the famushing thousands an themwr
estates. As anllustration of the extreme dis-
tress now prevarhing, [subjoin an extract of
a letter from the village of Ruthkeale, coun-
try of Limerick, in which the state of things is
not halt so bud ns in Mayo and vther parts of
the west of Ireland :—

“I’here are at the present period over 300
persons in this small town without a bed to lie |
on.  As an aggravation of all our other calam-
ities, potatues and turfhave risen to treble the

ice they have been usually sold for at this
season of the year, and, in addition to all this,
the typhus fever is raging with great severity
amonyst us,  So prevalent is the disease, that
every day numerous applications of patients for
admission into the hospital are obliged to be
rejected on account of the already too crow-
ded siate of its wards.  ‘The poor, having na,
mouey to earn, are obliged to sell and pawn
every article of dress or furniture of wlich
they can dispose, to purchase food for them-
selves and their children; and frequently they
are compelled to give the money thus raised as
payment of the rent to the landlord, and de-
pend upon the charity of the people almost as
poor as themseives for the means of existenee.
Even in this village, the destitute poor atnount
to almost 1,504 souls.”

Kitrensy.—~The distress of the poor at this
inclement season is much aggravated by the
high price of fucl, and the dumpness of their
wretched dwellings, caused by the continued
wetness of the season.  The time is fast ap-
pronching when the spread of fever may forci-
bly operate upon the public sympatbhy —Kil-
kenny Journal.

CroxNmer.— Hundreds upon hundreds arc
suffering at this moment, the complicated in-
flictions of cold, hunger, and sickness, and the
question is, how is the cvil to be remedied
The prices of every article of necessary conm-

sumption is exorbitant, and, while they have
Leen rising there has been w0 advance in price
of human labour.—Clonmel Correspondcnt of

the Waterford Chronicle.



